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\J)SRtCK, recovewng from the first dis- 
agreeable eflfects of bis surprisci to escape^ 
if possible, by 

A I'RUDENT RETREZt^ 

was his first wish, in his new dilemma; 
for, to attempt to retaliate upon his con- 
cealed enemy or enemies, had lie been 
free from fatigue, and well armed, would 
have been the height of imprudence, and 
promised to end only in his own destruc- 
VOL. III. B tion ; 
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tion ; and much less could such at pro- 
ceeding be justified in his enfeebled state, 
and a sabre the only weapon left that he 
-could have recourse to, either for oifen- 
sive or defensive purposes; and in neither, 
had he teen put to the trial, coukl he 
have used it with his natural vigour or 
usual still, whatever his iptrepidity might 
li a ve prompted hiioi^to -attempt. 

Almost entirely losing the smarts of 
his wounds, and the stiffness of his limbs, 
in the anxiety of the moment, he now, 
Avith a rapidity he had scarcely hoped to 
command, renew^ his rout6 for Monte 
Video, frequently looking back, and, to 
his great rel?8f, perceiving that he was 
not ^Dursued. \ 

That his treacherous guide had been 
the cause of the last attempt that had 
been made to destroy him, he felt fully 
convinced. Some of the Panlpas, he sup- 
posed, had been stroused from their se- 
en r retreats, as, doubtlessly, they had 
many of them, by him ; though, among 

. . those 



t})^^ he had previously seen, he had be- 
lield no fire-arms; yet to conclude from 
that circomstancie that they had none, 
vould have been absiyd. 

Breathless nearly with his journey, 
and the uncommon efforts he had made 
to perform the latter part of it, he at 
length reached the entrance of the town, 
about nine o'clock in the morning, when 
the first object he saw M^as his friend 
Dreadnought, who, apprehending that 
something very extraordinary must hav€ 
occasioned his long absence, with 

Ji iFRtENDlY SOLICITUDE 

had determined to go in quest of him^ 
particularly as the military orders last 
issued had rendered his and every indi- 
viduar* presence belonging to the army 
absolutely indisj^usable, / 

Osrick saw the Captain with visible sa- 
tisfaction ; but not of quite such a grate- 
ful description were the feelings which 

B S his 



5ft ositias:. 

h\s bloody and haggard ap{)earatice ex- 
cited in Dreadnought. 

^* Why, Somerton !" he exclaimed, 
*** what in the naipe bf wonder have you 
3been doing with yourself ?— You have 
not been in your quarters all night — and 
youlook as if you had been waging unequal 
'war with the natives, \Vliahave favoured you 
'with a few scratches, as remembriancers o£ 
their res|>ect for your valour ! — -bounds, 
man ! 'tvras churlish of you to take all 
the diversion by yourself, while I was 
absolutely dying ^ ennuiy occasioned by 
the want of employment. I began, how- 
ever, at ks^ to be uneasy at your ab- 
sence, partipularly at this crisis, and 
therefore mounted the first charger 1 
could procure, to look for you^" 

Osrick smiled at his volubility, and 
thanked him for the friendly concern he 
had shewn for him ; and was not a little 
gratified in' beholding h\m in such spirits, 
it being so different to what he had ob- 
served in him for many days before. 

' ' **But 



OSRICK. 5 

^"^ But tvl>at n/SLS it you meant, Cap- 
tain/' enquired Osricky ** when you did. 
«i€ the honour to observe, that you were 
yneasy at my absence ai this crisis T' 

*' Why orclerd,''^ said he, ** have beer^ 
issued W the immediate embarkation of 
the forces, and some, even of our' own 
regimenw are already oo shipboard ; and 
therefore I thought it a period so cri- 
ticaly that every officer should be found 
aX bis post, p>ftr{$dutarly one for whom I 
bdv^ so fflfuch esM^m as yourself/' 

** Our eat^em is tnutualy*' replied Osh 
rick, ** and I rejoide in your friendship ;■ 
but I am sorry, notwithstanding, at the 
intelligence you have given me/* 

•' Sorry !" said Dreadnought, with 
surpriiie; ^*by tny sword, it has given me 
spirits — and it wiH cheer your's, my boy,, 
by and by, for some brisk work is ex- 
pected, I assure you/' 

** I would almost sacrifice my life,'^ 
energetically observed Osrick, *' to post- 
pone the removal but for twelve hours !" 

B, & '' That'* 



6 OSRICK. 

*^ That's impossible, however," saiJ 
the other; '^and if \i could be postponed,, 
it wouldn't be the sacrifice of your life 
that would purchase it, if you had no- 
tiling better to offer. The service would 
be much benefited truly, if every indivi* 
dual was to be allowed to dispose of tlvat 
which did not belong to him, a^ hewiight 
thitik proper. Your life is your country's^ 
and your King has given you an oppor- 
tunity, if it must be sacrificed, of doing 
it gloriously in your country^s cause, and 
in which, should Fate so will it^ I will 
also joyously sacrifice my. awn/* , 
. " Neither my King nor my country,'* 
said Osrick, " shall ever find me volun^ 
tarily deficient in my duties to either — 
but my dearest hopes are defeated in this 
sudden embarkation "of the troops/' 
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echoed Dreadnought; *' why, man, yiftu 
are too unintelligible to be understood/' 

^'Yottr 



'•*Yotir surprise will cease,"" saiclOs^ 
rick, - * when you have heard my adven- 
tures af the night ; and which, after £ 
have given nature a little necessary 8U|>*- 
port by some kind of refreshment, for I've 
fasted since I saw you last, Til relate to» 
you. '' 

*^' Your entertainers then, it appears,** 
said Dreadnought, /'have not been of 
the most hospitable complexion, and they 
seem also to have sent you back in want of 
a surgeon as well as a breakfast !" 

** I believe," said Osrick, " I shall be 
enabled to do without the one, if I can but 
speedily command the other.** 

'* It must be speedily," said the Cap- 
tain, '' if you take it at all, for I assure 
you that you will have no time to spare.'* 

Tlie Captain now offered Osrick bid 
)iorse, but which, as the distance he now 
had to walk before he reached his quar- 
ters was trifling, he declined accepting. 

During the time that Osrick was put* 
ting himself to rights, by taking refresh* 

B 4 ments^ 



mefits; shiffing his.clothes^ and Wasfiihg^ 
off the bk)od that had hicrusted ^bout* 
him, Dreadnought went in qjaest of the 
surgeon of the regiment j but bis return- 
ing with him, hoirever; 0»1y f^^rcAthe^ 
aecuisacy of 0$riek^s former i^otd§f: t6«t 
some restorative for the stomach was att 
he wanted. The lwt€ h6 had rec^yed in 
the kg- was the Worst wound tiiat had 
been inflicted^ ott hifBf, and that fifomtsed^ 
n(M2 to ii^oubl0^ hml- beyodd' a day of twd. 

The stirgooft lia*i*gf wkhdA*ii, Dtead^ • 
Bou^t questioiied his (tiend a& t0 what 
had oocutred to keej:^ h^i^ aibfoad alt" 
night, and whiefa he ttafd^ plWmised to re-. • 
late whea hu Was iWa ^^rtidWofe td do^so? 
and^ therefolre^ Oif\dk, liv^^hoafi* hes^ai- 
tidtf^ c}»iApVm6 \vith his r^qtieit, 

Dreidnoughfi listened attentSi^ly, and, 
occaeionaUy, with horror and sivmzi^'^ 
ment; but the melancholy fate of the 
hapless Clara interested him the most 

^* Figure- to yoiiTself," said Osrick, in 
speaking of hei*, " one of the most love- 
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* 

Ty creatures that nature ever formed, and 
so resembling in face and person, for the 
likeness strucjc me the moment I saw her, 
one of the best and most virtuous of her 
sex, and whom you, I believe, have seea 

but once, and tltat not in a situation to 

• 

decide very accurately of her beauty," 

'* To Vvhom do. you allude?" enquired 
Dreadnought. 

•*To Alethea Castleby," replied the- 
other. 

The Captain started at the name, and 
a tinge of red somewhat deeper than what 
generally inliabitcd there, marked his* 
vcteranly brow, 

** Can it be possible?" he, at length,, 
cG^nfusecjlly exclaimed. 

''What?'' said Osrick, , 
** That she h so^ery beaiiitiful !" 
** Of the two, an artist might give the 
palm of loveliness in her favour;- but inr 
my eyes, the charms of Alethea are not 
to be excelled. I have the picture of ther 
latter about me — it is my heart's dearest 

3 S companion 
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companion— and rather than lose it, Td 
part with life !*' 

*VD'on''t shew it to me — I am not fond 
of pictures- — conceal it, I entreat you !'* 

Osritk had taken the miaiature from his 
bosom, but the earnest manner of Dread- 
nought induced him to return it. 

** It has the features of a divinity," re- 
marked Osrick, ** and such as might 
ftindlie the fire of love in the icy heart of 
an anchorite, but to gaze on." 

*' Then why will you suffer any per- 
son to \o6k at it but yorjself ? — It may 
kindle a desire in the beholder to cut 
your throat, to possess hLniself of the ori- 
ginafr 

^' But not ih a friend ! — and I would 
shew it to none else.'* 

** And you had better not to a friend, 
for it may make a friend unhappy." • 

** Indeed !" said Osrick, noticing hfm 
with more than comnion attentib©,. and, 
for the first time, suspecting that the 
only sight he had ever obtained of Ale- 

thea 
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thea had given birth to a hopeless passion 
in his breast, and which promised to be 
fjtal to his peace. 

'^ If Clara is such as you have stated 
her to be," now exclaimed Dreadnought^ 
** I would have died rather than have dc- 
serted her P* 

*VAnd would that have been renderkij^ 
her a#iy service ?'* 

**Iam a fool!— No!*' 

''I thank Heaven that I had the good 
fortune to escape as I did^ for I now live 
in the exulting hope of being enabled 
most essentially to serve ber, in efFecting^ 
her rescue also.'* 

** But this sudden embarkation " 

*• Aye, there it is — 1 told you it had 
defeated my purpose, and made me mise* 
table! — What can be done?'* 

" At present, nothing— and hark ! by 
the beat of the drums without^ we are 
suiumoned '* 

'/ Poor Clara l*" 

3 6 '^ Should 



*^ SboivH we live to returpy she slkir 
coiptirnaud our first atteij.tien ; thefefore, 
cheer your spirits — it i» folly to des^ 
pond-*--arnd what can excite suspicions 
mo^e degrftdirtg, than a soldier, on the eve 
of actual service, wtth a melancholy 
brow. Are you ready ?" 

^\ This^^ instaht. I accompany you." 

** By the bye, I forgot to tell you. that 
Imbecile is on the- sick-4ist — he'll there- 
fore gain the l^oiot he has been driving- 
at^ and will have' tlie honour of being: 
left behind" 

'' Is he really ill ?" 

** In mind he is, and has been so since. 
the moment when orders, were issued in 
England for our regiment to engage in 
foreign service." -. 

* ' Are you not too severe ?" 

*' I fear not — nor do I believe that you 
thtek I'am: but enough of him for the 
present, for we are unnecessarily losing- 
time/"^ 

^ ' . They 
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They now hastened to join the troops^., 
and, in les3 than two hours after^ in a. 
tr^nsportj tliey were again 

The discovery which Osrick* had made 
regarding the secret attachment of Dread- 
nought to Alethea, mack him uneasy, 
and accounted for the gloom. which liad 
enveloped the Captain's spirits, and 
which he had so often noticed with re- 
gret. He bad that sincere esteem for 
Dreadnought, and v^as so interested for 
his welfare, that, Alethea excepted, there 
was scarcely any thing that he would not 
have given up to have promoted his hap- 
piness. As it was, the only thing that 
he could resolve upon was, that of never 
mentioning her name in his presence^ 
when it could possibly be avoided. 

His thoughts were now alternately oc- 
cupied by the above perplexing circum- 
istance^ and the probable fate of the cap« 

tlve 
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tive Clara. He recollected the Tiorrid 
situation from which he had had the goocl 
fortune to rescue her ; and though the 
villain that had insulted her had paid the 
price of his crime with his life, there 
were but too many others of the same di- 
abolical clan, he but too well knew, wlio 
would not scruple to gratify any passion 
with which they might be actuated, at 
the expence of all laws, human and di- 
yine. 

The more he reflected oti what had oc- 
curred, or might happen, the more un- 
easy he became ; and to drive the sub- 
ject from his mind was impossible. 

Dreadnought was now in the same 
transport with him, which had not been 
tiie case when they sailed from England, 
and the particulars of his late adventure 
were consequently more amply discuss*^ 
ed and. animadverted on between them. 
. It totally puzzled Dreadnought to ac- 
count for the horrid appearances which 
Osrick described as having seen in the 

ruins. 
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ruins, and which rather than have en- 
countered, he said, he would have march- 
ed to the muzzles of a battery of cannon, ^ 
when the matches were on the instant of 
being applied to the vents. 

Clara was much spoken of, but not a 
word was said of Alethea, both, ap- 
parently, being determined to avoid pro- 
nouncing her name. 

Though they had embarked on the 
seventeerTth of June from Monte Video, 
it was not until the eighteenth, that the 
first division of the transports, among 
which they were, got under Aveigh, when 
the sails were unfurled, and they stood 
for Colonia del Sacramento, under con- 
voy of the Saracen sloop of war, a schoon- 
er, and a gun- brig. 

The wind, however, unfortunately 
proving unfavourable, they did not reach 
Colonia until the twenty-fourth, and 
from whence they sailed on the twenty- 
sixth, and joined Rear Admiral Murray 
and the rest of the fleets 

The 



The Admiral had shifted his flag from 
the PolyphenMb\ a sixty-four giui ship^ 
to the Nereide frigate, as in that, ac- 
companied by the Medusa frigate, Phea* 
saiit sloop of war, and the gun-brigs and 
gnn-boats, he could be more conveni- 
ently situated ta cover the landing of the; 
troops. 

On the afternoon of the same day, the 
whole fleei; anchored off Ensenada, at 
about three leagues from the shore, and 
about eight below Buenos Ayres, though 
the journey by land from Ensenada ta 
that city, must be twenty leagues at 
least. 

It was at first supposed that the landing, 
would be attempted al:)Ove the city, aa 
the enemy's most assailable point ; but 
that intention, however, though scarcely 
any one could guess at any probable 
cause for it, had.be^n abandoned. 

During their voyagp from Monte 
Video, Osrick had occasionally been 
amused by a young: seaman, an eccen- 
tric 



trie cli^acter, who had called him Irf^ ht^ 
name, and told him that he knew botb^* 
him and hf9 father^ as his friends did i>ot 
dwell far from the neighbourhood of Sa» 
merton Lodge* 

^rick had i^<|iiifed hi$ tiame^ but the 
aoswjsr he received ira% that hii ieafsr-^. 
iBgname was 

tmtbiS' rMi oMr he bad particrfilw MMMit 
^t wisMt)^ lo kfi^p eMKTMtedi. Hii m«ii^ 
xsstef, he( shA, ontf kmw him by th*" 
name be bad mentioned^ and at Bmr 
Btfndk hi» ttfltnn^ MoiDdl fordledi iii the 
8arvs<»* 

He af>pe4Wd rioC m^e than tweirtjr 
yeaifti <rf agfe, and wasi oniBCufar aind well- 
made : his features were bold, his coun- 
tenance ruddy ; and on bis head grew a 
plentiful (*op of black hair, and which Na- 
ture, in such strong curls, Had so twisted' 
and matted, that {w^intsf amd repots ap-^ 
% peareA 
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p,eared both to be suuk beneath the sur- 
face of the skin, . 

The fellow^ was good tempered, and 
fond of mirth, and seemed happy whew 
he could succeed in making his audrtor^- 
laugh, and in which it was hb i'nvariabkr 
practice to join himself- 

Osrick felt his curiosity, excited t^ 
know something more about him^ atut 
seizing an opportunity one day, when his 
time appeared to be but little occupied^ 
after some previous coDversatioo^ he wat 
induced to give a short accottnt of himi* 
self, and that nearly in the following, 
words: 

^' Though I dofi't mean to let you into 
the secret of my name^ or my reasons for 
changing it^ yet,, seeing m how yoa 
seem so much to wish it, I have no ol>* 
jection to letting you a little into the 
mystery of who I am. 
. * *^ My father, for aught-^^ I know^ 
though a smviggler, is, as times go, aa 
honest maiT; and my mother^ tieavea 

bless. 
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btess herf is, as a good mother should Be^ 
dutiful to her husband, and fond of her 
boy. I. am their only child, that is, tiie 
only one that has had the good fortune 
to steer clear of the locker of Davy Jones. 
. " Tbough they had only me to pro- 
vide for, I don't know how it hsL^pew^, 
yet my father found it quite as much as 
he could do ta pick up, iu bis employ'^ 
mentf enough to support the three; and sa 
I, at last, was placed as a lacquey to aa 
apothecary, . wbso just turned cf( fourteen 
years okli and my wages were two $hiU 
lings a- week and my board. 1 continued 
there about six weeks, aud might batve 
been a carrier of drugs ip physic the pob-^ 
lie for some time longer, but for an awk* 
ward accident that caused me to abandoa 
my place. I was naturally fond of play; 
and often has my basket, containing the 
Igadcd phials for the sick, been deposited 
for hours in some secret corner or hole, 
that I had espied in my walk, while I 
joined in diversion with a y oaiMvX cr^m ^ 

~ .witU 
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witE ^vbom I had got acquainted. Thtr 
hopeful /oguesy knowing how rcontrivedv 
to steal the time I devoted to them, on- 
one GtC2Lh\<m secretly found attd rum' 
maged my ba^ket^ shifting the labeU of 
the bottles, and^ in the end, leaving me 
totally ignorant of what they had done* 
The conieqtience vas^ that a fat ^kler- 
man, :ill from the elfbcts of a surfeit, ifi 
lien of a cooler and cleanser tor bts^ loektr^ 
r^erved a beaitev of vitriol, thattC0mnfiu«> 
rAc^6^d ttith a flan^. tb hi» .ibatfii^Mh 
calrgd, ^ pn^scAiffy c6nsulMd tlief mttiA 
tJffifbAs,- and shMtered bi» h\Ak. ASh 
<kid^ to ItiH^ blisters were put t6 the feet 
of k fitnHi^fr ft^t^n f<>' a^'coftHt^Klsja s a; 
rcfiie<ly (or the tooth-aeb, Ai^hich crippled 
and compelkd him to give u^p bis place-; 
and a lotion ft^r a swielled facte was swal* 
lowed by a bloated attorney, whose ex- 
cesses h^.d terminated in an attack of the- 
dror]($v.''^ '•-•>. 

** Tfie ctvnfusion occasioned by tliesc- 

r 

evcrtti>y at Icngthp brought to my asto-. 

nished; 



?riished ears an account of the method by 
Avhich they had been produced ; -and to 
avoid the storm \\x which I might have 
been shipwrecked^ I cut and run ; and 
after a time I became a kind of supernu- 
merary piece of live furniture in the 
house of an old maid, at a salary a little 
improved. My principal employment 
• there %va$ to wait on, and to carry and 
receive messages for my mistress, or ra- 
ther the superannuated Miss. The latter 
deities gave me access to her cabin, and 
let me into the secrets of her toilette. It 
was curious to observe how the appen- 
dages of this mortal machiae, and the rig- 
ging she had to keep her qflodt on the 
ocean of life, were scattered of a morning 
about her hammock^ and places nearly a- 
britcist. A de^d -light (an eye) seemed 
to peer at you from one spot, and her 
teeth occupied another ; wigs of all sorts, 
colQurs, and fancies, were to be seen in a 
third ; and an artificial arm, for she was 
' deficient in ^jin$ was placed io a fourth. 

False 
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False calves far the legs, pads, stoma- 
chers, and pill-boxes, with lotions, po- 
tions, powders, and paint, besides a va- 
riety of other articles, equally important 
«nd useful^ and which it would prove too 
tedious to enumerate, had all their sepa- 
rate situations, and could be haaded into 
service at a nioment*s notice. 

'* An unfortunate accident also lost me 
this place; for my mistress, one morning, 
desiring me to hand her a glass of wa- 
ter, as the devil would have it, I gav« 
her one in which were immersed her eyes 
and teeth ! the eye went down, or rather 
stuck in her throat, but the teeth, na- 
turally enough, you know, went no far- 
ther than the mouth. 

*' Her moans and convulsed respira- 
tions presently let me into the truth of 
the case ; and, to avoid the disgrace of 
being kicked out of the family^ • I took 
myself off without saying good--by to any 
one, 

*^ My next appointment was that of 

call- 
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«all-boy and stage-sweeper to. an itinc- 
Tant company of comedians ; and there I 
was happy enough, though I got more 
kicks than halfpence amongst them, un- 
til my evil genius once more brought 
about my disgrace, and occasioned me to 
shift my quarters. 

*^ The play, one night, happened to be 
Richard the Third, and which was to be 
succeeded by a pantomime, in which 
the molly hero, Harlequin, was to make 
his first appearance seated on a donkey. 
The thouglit was considered a new one, 
and promised much applause : However, 
during the play, as the crook'd-back 
King was bellowing for a horse, and 
olFering the half of his kingdom, poor 
devil, for one, it struck me that there 
could be no harm in doing him a service 
gratis ; so, without more ado, I led the 
donkey on the stage,, and presented it 
to him, concluding that until a horse 
could be procured, he might contrive to 
make a tolerable shift with that; but I 

soon 



«oon found that I had 'doric wrongv for 
though the house applauded, aud the 
roar of laughter was general, King Richard 
was in a fury, and raising his rusty han-' 
ger, -would have brought me prostrate at 
his royal feet, h^d I not luckily saved -my 
Ijcad by taking to my heels. The plau-, 
clits were now changed . to hisses and 
groans, for everybody had perceived his 
Majesty^ s iutention ; and rightly sup- 
loosing that what I had done had entirely 
proceeded from good-nature, they did 
not wi$h to see me used ill:— ^But this 
only made matters worse, for the dis»- 
graced King would have sacrificed me to 
his resentment if he could have found me, 
and vowed to be the death of me, meet 
me when he should. Of course,' I never 
dared to be seen about the playhouse 
again, and the wide w.orld was once more 
before me to range in ; for I had resolved 
not to return to be an encumbrance to 
my parents, though they had begged I 
would, wiienever I should be in want oC. 

a home. 
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a home. The affair at the playhouse, how- 
ever, made a great noise in the town next 
clay, and I was niuch enquired after ; the 
result of which was, that I had the ho- 
nour of wearing a livery in the service of 
a Bishop. There I continued for better 
than two years^ when happening, one 
night, in holding a candle to his reve- 
rence, while he examined a trunk full of 
loose papers, to s(^ fire to his wig, I sud- 
denly snatched it from his head, to save 
that from being scorched, and threw it 
on the grate, where it was presently con- 
sumed. The Bishop, not being aware of 
my motive, as he was entirely ignorant of 
the effect which my negligence with the 
caudle had prmluced, stormed like a mad- 
man, and seizing the poker, in his rage to 
punish the daring indignity that had been 
offered to him, I was once more com- 
pelled to retreat, to save my life. The 
whole house was now in confusion, and 
scouts were sent after me in all direc- 
tions, but I contrived to avoid them all : 
VOL. III. ' c and 
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>a]r)(l tbuv ^^^^ & servitude of a few, years, 
^but during ^^d1ich 1 hjxd burnt out an al* 
^erman, crippled a. running footman, Iqh 
ttppcd ^m attorney, nearly choked an old 
maid, disgraced a monarch, and set i^ce 
to a bishop's wig, 1 took his Majesty's 
bounty, and became a sion of the ocean. , 
** Hfeffcf I hai^ie been about two years, 

■ 

and though I am only >rhat they call be- 
fore ike mast, ' I don't dislike my birth ; 
and it turne'd out fortunate for me that I 
thought of such a place when I left the 
Bishop, for my father, at that time, had 
been fortunate in the ^ir trade^, and I 
might have consented to live with him, 

' and I believe I 3hould, whereas having 
taken the bounty, I merely shook hands 

• with him, kissed off a tear from poor mo- 
ther's cheek, and left them.** 

Tears stood in his own eyes at the re- 
collection of the latter occurrence, in 

* A conmoni ditdactioii amosf smu^Ieis, for contraband 
-trafite* 

spite 
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spite of hfs effbrts to repress thetai aad 
he turned akide his head, lest Osrick should 
Itehold them. Osrick did behold thetii« 
nor did bis character sink in liis estioit^ 
tion by the circumstance. 

'•Goddeii Nitufi^ 
Whote iubtl« power pcrvadet ihe betfjr wmu 
Ofemh and wiier. 

Say, fveie not thote tbjr pisiiont» tbote fby Ccm f 
Did thtj not flow from thy aacfod fountain 
Of ontTCfBal lofc ?** 

Suddenly recovering from his cmotioni 
he contin.ued — " I was sorry, at tbe time, 
for what I had done, fhough I have rea- 
son enough to be glad of it now ; for the 
revenue officers have played the devil 
with my father since; and, if any reliance 
can be placed on the words of old Madge, 
more lives than one have been lost." 

Struck with the name, Osrick eagetly 
enquired who old Madge was ? 

'^ Oh ! she is a convenient body 
enough/' be repliedi ^*and once did 

c* live 
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livi^in.^ 4¥)use built in tive hollow of a 
Ijill, not many miles from^ Somerton 
Lpdge, afid:tl^at too,, at the time when the 
a|$a$t^i:s I, Rioted at hfippened^ though she 
has removed — forr^the house, for security^ 
has been pulled down since.'* 

Osnck n^W"had scarcely any doubt, 
but the*i4d Madge he alluded to was 
the very woman from whose residence he 
had*fled*to escape assassination, and in 
whose residence lie had discovered the 
disfiguried remains of a human creature, 
thatjiad atiirst tausrht him to be aware 
of the necessity which existed of his being 
watchful. of his own safety; and which, 
combined with the words of dreadful im- 
port he had heard, while listening at the 
door of the chamber, had occasioned him 
so abruptly to quit the place. 

'' I believe," said Osrick, *' that I 
have been at the house you speak of in 
tlie hollow, of the hill| and that old 
Madge^ as you call her, and myself, are 
not altogetlier unknpwn to each other. I 

wish 
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wish very mach to know something more 
about hen - ' 

** What, you belonged, at one time 
then, I warrant, to the excise, and your 
presence at the house, I suppose, has 
occasionally been 

AN VNPLEZSANT IKTSMRUPTION 

to the pursuits of the family — if so, maf 
Belzebub sweep his parlour with you, ancl 
burn the broom} — so the devil of a word 
more do you get from roe. 

Osrick, however, having succeeded In 
removing his suspicion on that head, in^de 
him partly acquainted with the circum- 
stances that had introduced him tor* 
Madge, and slightly hinted at the sight 
he had obtained of the body in the cof* 
fin. 

Ben Bundle, on his part, now betray-^ . 
ed symptoms of surprise, and his m*n* 
ner rather intimated to his audi^tor, that 

c 3 ' ^ he 
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be had| undesignedly, revealed more of 
a certain secret than he had intended.^ 

^* So, 80^" at length, he stammeringly 
observed, ** it was your honour then who 
iras so grateful for the shelter afforded 
you?'' 

** What do you mean ?'*• 

" Why, didn't; you run away in the 
middle of the night, without saying 
^afikye to any one? and didn't you throw 
the house into^ confusion when they found 
you- were gone ?" > 

^*DidI?" 

" Ti^o be sure you did.— rBut no matter, 
they forgave you, and so do I." 

•* But perhaps I may not have forgiven, 
them." 

** How did they offend you?" 

** Did they not meditate an attempt 
upon my life ?" 

"They! poor souls, no! — ^utwhydo 
you ask such a question ?" 

** You shall know presently ; but first . 

tell 
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tell me if murder had not been committed 
there prior to my arrival?" 

** No— yes, that is, a man was killed; 
but not there, nor by them — but——*' **• 

Ttie loud voice of the boatswain here 
stopped him short, and he suddenly ex^ 
claimed-—** Belay, boysl— fore and aft, all 
on duty ! — prepare for squalls ! — wet or 
dry !— fine or foul ! — a peep into the 
clouds, or the deepest cabin of Neptune^ 
alPs one to Ben !'* 

Osrick now lost his companion ; and 
he the more severely regretted the unplea- 
sant interruption, as he could never get 
any private conversation with Ben after- 
wards. However, he was determined to 
learn something more of him when op-» 
portunity suitedj and for which purpose 
he madd a minute in his memorandum, of 
the name of the transport in which he 
then' was, that in case Ben should be 
shifted to another vessel, he might be 
enabled, without much difficulty, to find 
him. The preparations that were making for 

C 4 TffJff 
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SO ^icciipied the attention of every one,- or 
by an applicatiou to bis commander, be 
would have compelled Ben t<> have b^en 
as explicit as he wished, at that time; but 
as it was, he was pf necessity obliged 
to postpone his intention. 

On the twenty-seventh of June, though 
^ther }ate in the day, some part ojf the 
transports weighed anchor, and stood ajS 
close for the shore as the depth of the 
water would admit of; and on the twen« 
ty-eighth, the remainder did the same^ 
when the first division of the troops, com* 
xnanded by Sir Samuel Achmuty, with* 
out opposition, effected a landing ; and^ 
soon after, the second division, com- 
manded by Brigadier General Lumley, 
gained the shore also ; and before sunset 
the whole of the transports were -relieved 
of their scarlet cargoes, free from acci- 
dent, and the forces had formed on a 
plain^ disagreeably wet and ^swampy, at 

about 
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about two miles distant from Eascnada^ 
and which place they soon after reached. 

This village merely consisted of desert** 
ed huts, for the inhabitants had fled, 
rather choosing to trust to a precarious 
existence abroad, than meet tlie mena* 
cing horrors of war, as it were, at their 
own doors. 

These niiserable huts could afford but 
little shelter for the soldiers, as tliey were 
not very numerous, and had been strip- 
ped of almost every thing valuable or 
convenient. 

In this vicinity, strong picquets and 
outposts were established ; and here, free 
from any interruption, (for, as yet, an 
enerrty had scarcely been seen) the army, 
after its landing, passed the 6rst night. 

On the day fbllowing, the whole were 
presently formed in marching order, and 
soon after nine o'clock, A. M. 

TJSE* MARCH 

« • • . ■ 

'irommenced. It is scarcely possible to 

c 5 form 
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form an idea of the difficulties which^ 
through the badness of the roads, the 
brave fellows now had to contend with. 
For some hours in succession, they were 
compelled to wade through the most nox- 
ious and offensive bogs and swamps, being 
fiieldom less than knee-deep, and often 
proceeding at the hazard of being drown- 
ed; and, here and there, one, it was said, 
did perish in that miserable manner. 

The heavy cannon, it was found im« 
possible for the troops to drag after them ; 
they therefore were under the necessity 
of dismounting and. spiking the whole of 
them, five light six-pounders excepted, 
Tirhich, with incessant toil and fatigue^ 
they at last succeeded in getting through 
the marshes. 

Had the enemy attacked them in this 
perilous quarter, their situation must, in* 
deed, have been dreadful ; but the enemy 
had not expected them at a part so dis* 
tant, and^ at the same time, so danger- 
ously damp and swampy, that it r^qaired 

the 
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tbe constitution of a frog, or^ at least, tQ 
have been amphibious, with moderate se- 
curity to pass over. 

The situation chosen for the operations 
of the troops, at this period, it is be* 
lieved, was a matter of surprise and re- 
gret to all, the redoubtable commander 
in chief excepted. 

After a laborious and tedious march of 
at least seven hours, the troops had 
scarcely proceeded ten miles, when, hav* 
ing reached ground comparatively favour- 
able, they, by corps, filed off in different 
directions, and lay all night upon their 
arms,, the picquets of every regiment 
.being kept upon the alertc, in conse- 
quence of some straggling parties of the 
enemy's cavalry having been distinguished 
prior to the close of the day. 
' On tlie thirtieth* their march was con- 
tinuedi through a diver^fied and beautiful 
country, though rendered inconvenient 
by many rivulets, which the men wer^ 
oltlJged to jGprd. 

c 6 About 
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About two hours after mid-dayr the 
ivhoie halted for the night, a watchful 
look-out being kept by the picquets as be- 
fore, irregular bodies of the eucmy's ca* 
valry being observed, though they pos- 
sessed not the temerity to approach. 

Several heavy showefs of rain in the 
iiight proved extremely . unpleasant, and 
Tobbed the troops of what little repose 
they had expected to obtain. 

About four o'clock in the afternoon of 
the first of July»' the ^ain army reached 
the village of Reduction, which it had 
been expected that the enemy would de- 
fend, as he had collected a considerable 
ferce there ; but, contrary to expectation, 
4)n the approach of the advanced brigade, 
under Gener:^ Craufurd, in which wece 
Osrick and Dreadnought, Jbhe enemy siu}* 
denly fled towards Buenos. Ay res, 4ind 
where the whoWx)f his force, JOOQ-Jofter,, 
appeared to be concentrated. 

Two ships ibis ^day were bnnrit ia the 

roads of Buenos Ayresi to prevettt ^their 

5 • ' falling 
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falliDg tnto the hands of Admiral Murray, 
who waa then .coming round with the 
gun-boats, &c. with the apparent deter- 
mination of cannonading the city, should 
if be thought advisable, and to assist the 
troops in whatever way the exigencies of 
the mornent should require. 

This night proved excessively humid 
<and tempestuous, to the inclemencies of 
which the men were fully exposed, and 
completely drenched to the skin. From 
8oa»e singularly unaccountable cause, the 
disagreeables they endured were rendered 
the more painful, from no spirits being 
issued,' to enable them to resist the chil- 
ling effects of the falling torrents, and 
preserve their healths; added to which, 
no regular supply of provisions could be 
obtained, and they were hourly harrassed 
by parties of the enemy's horse; 

The exulting hope, however, and which 
was generally enjoyed, that the grand at-^ 
tack would be made on tbe following 
moruiD^ and ^'Buehot Afre^ conse- 
quently 
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queutly in th'eir posaessiotii vanned eveiy 
hearty and robbed every individual of the 
slightest inclination to murmur. Cold, 
hungeri fiitigue, and every other .unplea- 
sant particular, was forgotten in the rap- 
turous anticipation of being enabled to 
compleat that task which their King and 
their country required of themi ere the 
sun had enriched, with his golden s^aTi«> 
gles, the western horizon of the succeed- 
ing day. 

Heroes more loyally courageouSi^ better 

. disciplined,, or that displayed greater an^ 

xiety gloriously tadistinguish themselves, 

than the British did on this occasion^ 

. never promised the laurel of victory to a 

commander* ^' . 

It is, . howevcrj^ an incontrovertible fact, 
that the efforts of brave men, on mostoc* 
casions, and in all of dangerous enter- 
prise and moment^ are insufficient ta 
command succe^t^, unless their efforts aye 
welt directed ; and a fatal and melan- 
choly instsmce of what is here advanced^ 

' the 
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the result of the South-American expedi« 
lion exhibited to this country. But to re- 
turn to our narrative^ 

Afler a night the jnost distressing and 
unpleasant, the troops, ripe for the con-^ 
test, and eager for the fray, were formed 
in neadiness to attack the city, on the 
morning of the second of July. 

General Gower now assumed the com* 
xnand of this advanced division, who, 
partaking of the hilarity of the brave 
fellows under him, marched them on- 
ward for the scene of action, for the pur- 
.p(^e of posting them in an * advantageous 
position, prior to their junction with the 
xnain army, which now, it was momenta- 
rily expected, would leave Reduction, and 
form in their rear. 

Frdm the nature of the soil ^and coun-^ 
try, the march, on this day, was com^ 
pelled to be a circuitous one,, particularly 

« 

as it had been resolved tl^t the army^ 
should ford the Rip CbueUo/ soaie wiles 

above 
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above the bridge, which was strongly 
fortified with cannon. 

The division had now advanced several 
miles, but the main amiy, to the asto- 
nishment of every one, had not made its 
appearance, . ' 

A body of the enemy's horse, their 
right flanked by a wood, and their left by 
a small river, at length opposed them- 
selves, to stay the farther progress of the 

advanced division* The head of the Bri- 

* 

tish column, under the guidance and 
command of General Craufurd, now 
pushed forward — the enemy in an instant 
was routed, and i^ passage thereby opened 
to the Chuelio, the bank of which they 
reached about 'four o'clock in the after- 
noon. 

To their increased surprise, mortifica- 
tioni and regret, iieitlier General White- 
lock, nor 4ny part 'of the main army, as 
yet were \o be ^erceiwd. 
- Tlie troops now forded the river, waist 

deep. 
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d^ Pf with' their ammunition pouches, to 
preserve them dry, thrown across their 
necks, in which manner, with the utmost 
regularity and dispatch, tlie whole got 
over, :free from accident^ dragging the two 
£eldrpiec€8 before. mentioned after them. 

General Craufurd|. with his brigade in 
front, scoured the orange-groves,, thick 
arbours, hedges, and other covers that 
skirted tlieir route, of the enemy; and, at 
length, entered tlie lanes that led to the 
city. 

It was now about sunset, and all 
hopes of seeing the main army for that 
night were nearly abandoned. 

This division, liowever, continued toad- 
"vance; and onapproaching, by an angle, to 

MISERERE DEL MZTZDERO, 

General Craufurd suddenly found him* 
self opposed to about three thousand of 

the enemy,' commanded by Liniers in 
person^ supported by twelve pieces of ar- 
tillery in h/s front, and from whence was 

instantaneously 
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instantaneously poured upon him a copi* 
ous d iscbajige. of grape. 

At this instant of extraordinary jeo- 
pardy, an order was given for a large pra- 
portion of the brigade to charge with the 
bayonet, and dispute the ground even at 
the muzzle of the enemy's guns; and ne- 
ver was an order more promptly and 
more successfully obeyed. 

The ruggedness of the ground, render- 
ed the more difficult to pass by inliumerr 
able wild shrubs, that sprouted spontane* 
ously from it, for some time impeded the 
troops in their iadvance ; but nothing 
could subdue the ardour of the moment ; 
each strove to be the first to [meet his op- 
ponent; not forgetting, however, that re- 
gularity of action, on which their own 
safety so materially depended. 

Their clieers made the welkin ring, and 
their enemies tremble, a large proportion 
of whom speedily took to their heels, in the 
utmost disorder and dismay. 

like angry lions wounded by the spears 

of 
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of tlie hunters, the British now gained 
the battery, hurling destruction, on their 
foes, not one of whom that had the te« 
nierity to await their arrival escaping the 
bayonet. 

Tlie success of this action was as bril- 
liant and decisive as its execution was 
rapjd and bold ; and had the main army 
been in their rear at this momentous cri- 
sis, Buenos Ayres must have been cap- 
tured in the space of a few hours. 

The English, in this gallant exploit, 
lost about thirty men, the enemy nearly 
three hundred, besides twelve {>ieces of 
cannon, and a considerable quantity of 
ammunition. 

It was afterwards found that Liniers 
himself^ completely cut off. from retreat- 
ing to Buenos Ayres, by the rapidity 
with which the British had advanced, 
had literally spent the night within the 
advanced posts of our army ; but that fa- 
voured by, the badness of the weather, he 
had succei^ed in regaining the city 

about 
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about the dawning of the following day. 
Dreadnought was wounded in this ac<* 
lion. On the battery, Osrick saw him 
waging unequal war with a party of th<i 
Spanish soldtery, headed by an officer,' 
the sword of the latter havipg deeply pier- • 
ced bim in the thick part of his arm; 
which had prevented the weapon from en- 
tering his chest, but which was again 
drawn back, reeking with his blood, tb 
pierce him through the body, and that 
when he was too much occupied to parry 
the thrust, when Osrick darted to his sup- 
port. The sword which might have ter- 
minated his life, Osrick struck down with 
his own, and after a combat of a few mi- 
nutes, wounded . its possessor, the bay- 
onets of the assailants, in the end, laying 
hiiplow. 

Dreadnought's wound bled freely, but 
after shaking Osrick by the hand for the 
timely service he had rendered him, and 
permitting him to tie a handkerchief" 
round his arm to stay the effusion of blood, 

which 
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which occupied hisi not more than two 
minutes, he again was to he found with 
^J9 men. 

,. The intrepid conduct both of Osrick 
and Dreadnought waa s^en and acknow- 
ledged by their commander ; but so nobly 
had every one behavedi diat it wouUl 
have been a difficult point to ascertain 
which had best deserved the meed of 
pcaise. 

Tiie brave^Craufuixl 'looked with an eye 
of pleasure on the dauntless individuals 
hp had the honour to command, and an* 
ticipated, Notwithstanding the drawbacks 
he theuvsaw they were fated to experi«» 
ence, in the bad management of his sji* 
perior, a favourable result from their fu- 
ture efforts. 

Elated by the success they had so gaU 
lantly obtained, though unsupported by 
the main army, they were then moved 
forward, if possible to improve their ail- 
vantagCi the brigade having previously 

been 



lieeti strengthened by an addition cf Wo 
regiments. 

The last ravs of the sun had now dif •> 
appeared ; but, pushing forward in the 
darky theyi at length, gained the ^en^ 
trance of several of the streetSp and which 
they, in silence, occupied^ fuliy prepsu** 
ed toi^act on the shortest notice. 

After, however, being in possession of 
their important posts for an hour or two, 
an order was issued for them to retreat ; 
for, without the assistance of the maia 
army, farther operations, if not imprac* 
ticabte to secure the city, were consi- 
dered as too fraught with danger to be 
risked. 

Their retreat was conducted in the best 
order, and in about half an hour the 
troops once more were to be found at 
Miserere, where General Gower, with the 
main of the division, had halted after the 
action. . 

Near this place; the troops, on a plaio» 

opeh» 
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<opeDv for a considerable distance, to\Fards 
the city, but bounded on all sides by 
woods and thick covers, which rendered 
a vigilant watch necessary, lay on their 
arpfia all night. 

Their situation now was truly unplea* 
sant ; the bodies of the slain lay scattered 
in all directions, intermingled with the 
bones and half-consumed carcases of 
cattle, green, .putrid, and offensive, the 
effluvia of which -was dreadful. 
■ Generals Gower, Craufurd, and Lum* 
leyi under the protection of a strong 
guard, occupied a tenement but a trifling 
distance in the rear. 

The troops, harrassed with fatigue, and 
many of them smarting with their woundvS, 
their clothes dripping wet, and themselves 
pinched with cold and hunger, for many 
hours had elapsed since they had taken 
sustenance, threw themselves on the 
ground, with a patience the most exem- 
j^tary, without murmuring^ waiting for 
the return of day. 

About 
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AhovA , mdnight they were disturbed 
hy the explosion of canqon and'muskctry, 
proceeding from the direction of the city* 
the houses of which were all brilliantly 
illuuiinated,. and the inhabitants trert*-- 
bling undjer live alarm of being ininiedi- 
ately attacked. The firing, however, 
soon ceased, and the troops had been in- : 
nowise annoyed by it. • 

To add to the horrors of their situationf, 
early in the naorning, the soldiers wens> 
disturbed by a treioiEefidous storm of thun- 
der and lightning, accompanied with such 
torrents of rain, that the grounds about, 
them were presently inundated; and not 
such a thing a« a dry thread was left in - 
the habiliments of the whole divfsiort. . 

Daylight, however, at last gave birtli 
to new hopes, and the ardour of honour-; 
able warfare, and of souls resolved on the 
execution of their duty, ^ain brightent?d 
every countenance, banished regret, and 
exhibited a pleasing, but fallacious out- 
line of the futare, in which they vainly 

imagined 
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im'agmed 'that they saw a compensation 
for their sufferings in the possession of 
the town. 

Dreadnought's wound pained him 
acutely in the night; but to Osrick's so- 
licitations that he would pay attention to 
it, and have It dressed in the best wav 
that circumstances would admit of, he 
replied—** I have been too used to such 
adventures to feel much inconvenience at 
Tthis ; ' a noble scar, or a scar nobly got, 
is a good livery of honour.' I shall do 
well — there are others that suffer much 
more than I do ; it woiild, therefore, if I 
felt the inclination, be a crime in me to 
Oomplain, or to have that attention paid 
to my trifling hurt, beyond what circum- 
stances "may have hitherto permitted should 
be paid to theirs. It will be time enough 
for the surgeon to think of me when we 
get into the city, and there we assuredly 
must be before the setting of the sun to- 
morrow, or we have had time to dine.'* 

" I had possessed sanguine hopes,'* 
Vol, III. D said 
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said Osrick, *' that we should have Jbeeii 
there prior to this time." 

*^ And, tp speak the truth," observed 
Dreadnought, ** so had I — but the less 
that is said upon the subject, the better, 
or we may be suspected of levelling cen- 
sure at our superiors, atid which, you 
know, forms no part of a soldier's duty. 
He may have sufficient reasons for the 
delay, and I hope the result will justify 
it." . 

*^ But if the result should not?" said 
Osrick. 

** If we perform our duties," replied 
"Dreadnought, *^ the disgrace of his con- 
duct, should it incur any, which I hope 
jnay not be the case, cannot attach to us ; 
«o, with your permission,- we'll dismiss^ 
that topic for the present." 

Osrick, of course, acquiesced ; and thus 
finished the conversation at that time. 

To the comforts of the men, the officers 
r: ; linlstered to the full extent of their 
p^ *v c: ; >ut they could not perform im- 
possibilities! 
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possibilities, and controul the elements; 
neither did the brave fellows require kin- 
der or more conciliating behaviour t\\an 
' . they met with from them, and which ob- 
tained for them their unfeigned thanks. 

THE THIRD OF JULY 

did not open a very bright day to them, 
when this advanced division was agarin 
formed in order for action. 

Still no intelligence of the main army 
, had been gained, and the perplexity of 
General Gower, the second in command, 
in consequence, may well be imagined. 

In this supensive state, he dispatched a. 
flag of truce to the city, conveying au 
oral summons to the Spanish Governor, 
to surrender the town and citadel to his 
Britannic Majesty, though, perhaps, this 
measure was more pursued to gain time, 
land give the main army an opportunity 
of coming up with, them, than from any 
idea possessed of the summons being 
complied with. 

o 4 Aa 



An Tinstirir, 'hoyttveVj was fetufticB^to 
it,- and which was, that tbe Spanish Ob- 
ivertior wcKild not listen to any proposSft, 
but*su^h as Wete cbmmiiilidateH in wri- 
ting. 

About noon, therefore, the main army 
not being arrived, a second summons/ in 
writing, wa^ sent to the Governor to sur- 
render the place ; but the answer returned 
by Liniers was, that he would defend it. 

Some time before the htter answer, 
however, had betfn obtained, the skir- 
mishers had been eni ployed ; and tite 
Spaniards now, in a large compact body, 
advanced to oppose them. 

In consequence of this movement of 
the enemy, the skirmishing parties were 
strengthened, with orders to retreat as 
the enemy advanced, with the idea of de- 
coying him to the open: part of the. plain, 
and there,, though he was so superior in 
strength, of fairly giviiig him- battle.^ 

Liniers, however, was 'not^to be 'so 
deceived. The Britons, he knew, wouW 

riot 
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npt have retreated^ had they not some veiy 
particular ppint to answer, in doing so;: 
therefore hf: declined psrsuing tbenv/and^ 
in the end, retleed. to tlie town. 

The skirmishing parties were nmch cm- 
ployed this day, and the enemy must 
have lost a eonsidecabie number of meiiy. 
though no solid advantage appeared to* 
have been gained thereby. 

Abpidt an hour before sunset, the arri- 
val oCt^Qit^in army, was announced, and^ 
General fVYbitehick eslablished. his head*- 
quarlq% protected by. a very strong: 

giiArdt in the rear. 

Purihg tlie nigbt the advanced' posts of* 
the Ikitiijii were not a mile, distant from* 
the citadel, though scarcely any thing oc*- 
Gurred besides \vorth mentioning. 

Between eight and nme o'clock in^ the* 
aiMning of 

THE FOU^Tir qj^ j^l^^ 

the troops were again in readiness^ for the* 

p 3 grandt 
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grand attack^ not dreaming that they 
were to be harra9sed by a further delay, 
though they were aware that the best op- 
portunity of taking the town had already 
becri neglected. 

To .their extreme regret and surprise, 
the whole of this day was wasted in inef- 
fectual skirmishes, that destroyed a great 
number of men on both sides, our array, 
in the evening,- being in the exact situa- 
tion in which it appeared the nigfht) Before. 

The singular delays that had taken 
j)lace, provedj in the highest degree, be- 
neficial to the enemy ; it enabled^ him 
completely to recover from the panic 
which had seized him on the second, 
when he had been so signally defeated at 
Miserere. . ' . 

Tlie mode of attack was, at last, de- 
cided on by the skilful commander in 
chief; and on Sunday, 

T£rs rjFTir or jult, 

the armyi inferior? in discipline and hrm^ 

very 
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very tormone in the world, was preparecfc ' 
to carry that plan into effect: 

Dreadnought was in spirits wlien he* 
found'thaf something actually was to be 
attempted to, take the town; though he 
shook his head^ and looked- gloomily,- 
when his tiioughts reverted to the favour-- 
able opportunities that had been so unac- 
countably negl6ctedi. 

His wound continued' to ti'oable him^ 
much, but he seemed not to regard it i- 
and Osrick was happy in having his com-- 
pany. stationed next -to that of his friend. 

At sunrise the signal for the storming 
was a discharge from the artillery ; and-^ 
the troops,- according* to their instruc- 
tions, in separate divisions or corps, at" 
one and the same time, penetrated the 
towi?, by thirteen different streets, near-- 
\f equadistant, and parallel with each* 
other. 

Each' corps appeared^ anxious to be the 
first to occupy its appointed post; and 
thte manner in which tbie whole succeeded,- 

»4. didi 
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<lid honour to the British name and^char 
facter, and which can never be forgotten 
by the enemy. 

Orders had been issued for the troops 
to trust to. the bayonet only, an order 
that certainly w^s correct,: so far as at- 
tended their advance into the city, -ap ir-^ 
regular discharges of musketry might 
have retarded their progress, a^id caused 
some confusion ia the respective' lines ; 
. but hoAV far it. was poKtic, u«dei? such 
ci?cumstauces as mujst have been, knowa, 
they would have to maintain the qonflict, 
in, when the several destinations had been 
reached, must be left for others to de- 
termine. 

The horrors to which tli.e troops ^vcr0: 
now exposed, beggars, description. Every 
house in the place was barricaded in the 
strongest manner ; the bayonets, to which 
only the brave fellows were to trust, were 
of iiQ^t service against ^a, eijemy beyond 
their rea,ch, and whp,. from the house- 
tops on both sides of thQ *Ueet§, opened 

a galling 
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a galling and destructive fire of musketry 
on them, as well as from the windows, 
and through every hole or Ipop which' 
would admit the muzzle of a musket to 
pass, dropping theni down by scores. 

The troops, enraged, noj; daunted, tried- 
to force their way into the buildinsfs tQ> 
get at the foe ; but that, generally speak- 
ing, . was impossible, • as tftey were defici- 
ent in instruments for sudi a purpose, and) 
in but very few instances could they sue* 
eeed. 

^Exclusive of the incessant fire of mus- 
ketry that thinned tl)eir ranks, grenades^, 
and earthen vessels, filled with the most 
nauseous and suffocating copibustibles^. 
which scorched and inflicted wounds deep* 
and horridly painful tp bear, w^re huvl* 
ed at them with but too much eff^ect. 

So situated, was it possible for tropps* 
with ammunition about them, to' abstaia" 
from making use of it? and they didfja|ake 
use ofit in various instances, nor was^ny 

B 5 censure-' 
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censure levelled at them foi; the circum- 
stance. 

All thai* brave men, determined on a 
faithful discharge of their duty, could do,, 
was done by therh ; but that all was not 
enodgh to gain the object they aimed at,, 
though the fault attached not .to them, aS: 
it was impossible that. more could have 
been eiFected by the plan upon which, they 
acted. 

The horrid slaughtering in the town 
was coatinued for several hours, and the 
blood of British heroes flowed, freely ia 
thfe streets, but. without relaxing the 
energiies or. cooling. the. courage of those . 
thM. Survived. 

In the iriteririi, the gallant Admiral : 
Murray was npt idle. The depth of >va-; 
ter would not permit the men. of war to j 
stand in very cTos^ to the shore, but four.. 
gun-bOats, apjpropriately situated, kept . 
up a UlltHlirected £re on thei citadel. 

During these momentous proceedings, 

scarcely 
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scarcely an oflScer^ or an individual in> 
the army, kne^y where the General, the/ 
Commander in Chief, was to be founcl ! 
a circumstance to which the annals of* 
modern, as well as ancient warfare, it is • 
believed, can scarcely, afford a parallel 

A great number of our troops, at length*^ , 
were compelled to surrender to the enemy, . 
among.whom, however, it happened nei* 
ther to be Osrick's nor Dreadnought's lot 
to ..be. included, both of whom badre« 
ceived . several wounds, but none that . 
promised to be. attended with fatal coni^ . 
sequences. . 

In the heat of the assault, one of the • 
hbuses from which many dreadful . dis- 
charges of musketry had thinned the 
company to .which Osrick was attached, 
was, after great labour and perseverance, . 
broke open; and Osrick, followed by 
about forty men, with the fury of tigers, 
incensed to desperation with what. they 
had felt and witnessed, entered it, beating 
down and destroying all opponents* 

D 60 At 
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At thi3 CFitical period, a grey-Iieaded 
old man, who appeared Bot to have taken 
an active part in the contest, surprised 
by the sudden rushing in of the military^ 
dropped on his knees in an attitude of 
supplication, and feelingly entreated that 
his life might be spared \ Osrick was near 
tohittj, and loudly begging of his men 
not to injure him^ they passed him, for- 
cing their way to the house-top, clearing 
it of the crowd there occupied in defend- 
ing ity several of whom, to avoid their 
bay©nets^^ threw themselves from the pa- 
1^ r^ip^ti ifttOr the streets, preferring that 
f0 mode of perishing to the other. 

The citadel was considered to be in the 
greatest danger, from the incessant fire 
kept up by the gun-boats,, when a flag of 
truce from Liniers produced a cessation, 
of hostilities; notice of which was sent ta 
Sir Samuel Achmuty, atElRetiro, which 
place he had bravely carried, according 
to his instructions, and had, subsequently, 
as bravely defended, against the repeated 

attempts 
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attempts of the eiw^my to wrest it fronv 
him. 

Soon after this the troops generally be- 
gan to withdraw from the city, having 
sustained a loss in killed and wounded of 
upWi^ds qf a tbpiis^nd i^l^n ; among the 
former was Jflajpr Trotter, an officer of the 
most distinguished merit, and Captain- 
Burrell, a young officer of such pron^ise,. 
that had it pleased Heaven to spare him,. 
there ic no doubt but l>e woihld hav« ar- 
rived at the first honours in the English 
army. The gallant Colonel Kingston, 
together mt}\ several other officers of the- 
first talent and worth, were destined to 
fall on the bed of honour this day. 

lu the morning of 
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General; Whitelock shifted his head-quar- 
ters to El Retiro, on which day the terms 
that had been entered into between him* 
and Liniers, by a written document con^ 

tainin'g 
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« 

taining the following words, was made 
known to the army ^ . » 



** Hi^ad-quarters, subttrbi of Buenos Ayres^ . 

July 7*."^. 

** The Commander of the forces, ani- - 
mated by the conduct of the troops under/ 
his comm^mxl, and at the same time feel- 
ing for the distress of those in the hands . 
of the enemy, has entered into a.conven-, 
troa with the Spanish General, agreeing, . 
that upon consideration of all British sub* - 
jects taken before this period, as well as , 
upon the late occasion, being liberated, 
he will desist from the operations against 
the town of Bj^enos'Ayres, a measure dic-- 
tated by humanity, and a policy which,., 
he trusts, will prove. bene6cial to Great 
Britain/^ 



■fv- 



The . sensation, which thii. announce- 
ment 
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xnent occaaioned, it would be useless no^v 
to attempt to describe; suffice it there- 
fore to observe, that according to the 
tenor o£ the stipulations agreed upon,, 
all the prisoners were. liberated on the foU 
lowing day, and in the. course of. the three * 
days immediately succeeding, they, with v 
the: whole army, had embarked on board, 
the. transports, to return to Monte Video,., 
'whicli place, they reached on the fifteenth... 
Prior to their evacuating El Retiro^,, 
Osrick^ in taking a slight survey of the 
late scene of action, had been deeply 
shocked at a frightful spectacle which t 
the peculiarly^ 

JDtPMXrSD B2LRSMRXTT 

of the enemy exhibited to him. The bb— 
dies of numbers ofihis slain coutitrymen, , 
naked, and many of them disjointed and 
cut to.pieqes, he beheld piled up in one . 
immejvse and ghastly heap, on the bank 
of , the river J : 

ma 
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His soul died witlrin him at the horrid* 
sight; his manly heart swelled with an in- 
dignation incfescribable, and tears gushed 
€Opiously from his eyes, such -as are raised 
by deeply sorrowing hearts, and which^ 
are not to be repressed. 

***And why," reasoned Osrick with him- 
self, as he slowly was returning to hi*^ 
quarters, ' and the first* gust of horrible 
surprise leaving him, *' why should I have- 
Been so strangely affected at what I be- 
held!^ 



44 



what is there so alarming in the sight of?' 

« Deatk.is the lightest esfil Wf should fear ;, 
*Ti9 certain, *tis the consequence of life : 
,^h* impor^t qi^estipn is pot that we 4yh < 
Putho.w wc^icv 



.' I i 



The mqtiliated vpmain^ that had so shocks- 
ed Jiini, were the dross, the earthy dregs 
of fallen heroes ; , but tne essence, the ini- 

mortal 






mortal, paft;^, that had pa^triotjcally ip&pir- 
ed,. apd given energy to, hpiiourable re- 
solves, hajd left them, li^cl; winged* their 
flight to everlasting realms,, rendering, the 
deserted clay of no. aficoupt or conse- 
quence,^ ia whatever way it should be dis- 
pone!, of. ^ ■ 

To th^ Uyiii^, tljp'&ig-lrt h^. hfi^ wUnies&t 
ed, might l^e terpblc, but ii> no. abapc 
could it a/Fect the dead. TIjfe soul >TOuld 
eq^UxjUy fin^l fts. way to. Heaven, whether 
the body decayed, exposed above the siuf-, . 
face pf the glo)b<^, op a plain in Sputh 
America,, sunk beneath, the mighty war/1 
ters of the deep, or inuraed with all %}m 
respect and gratitude that could be paid 
to departed worth in England. 

*' The question is not that we die, biit 
how we 4ie?" Honourably tO; quit the 
world is npt to^ have lived ia vain ; it is 
the patriot's a^ini, the xyarrio^r's glory ; it 
is the clo.se ai\d aim of their greatness, 
which, * ' like the sun, seetxia larger a^ it^, , 
setting;" an4 prosperity, with a fceliijig 

approximating; 



approximating to devotion, shall contcni* 
plate the splendid annals of their deeds, 
and which shall only into oblivion iink 
with the world. 

After a sail of four days, during whicH 
nothing particular occurred to him, O^*- 
rick again found himself at Monte Video. ' 
The spirits of his friendJDreadnought, he 
there perceived, had si^nk to the lowest 
ebb; the disasters of the army had made 
a dreadful impression on him, particularly 
as he possessed the firm persuasion that 
such disaster might have been avoided. 
Not^ were Osrick's sentiments of a differ-- 
ent quality. Their 

ME MARKS 

were continued in the following words : 

*' It is the first time that I ever was en»- 
gaged in actual service," observed Gs- 
rick, ''and had my maiden sword been 
honoured with a victory, the recollection . 
ofi mjrv^rst eampaigu would. have been 

' rendered! 



raidered more pleasing to the senses, than 
it promises to be at present." 

** It is the only campaign,*' said Dread- 
nought, ** in which I ever regretted t# 
have taken an active part." 

" And why regret it now? — ^you have 
nobly done your duty ^ and had the re- 
sult been otherwise, .you could have done 



no more.'* 



<< Very true — but then, the torturing 
thought of what, with such an army of 
heroesj might have been done I Brave fel- 
lows! how gallantly one and all exposed 
themselves to be shot at, dropping mo- ' 
nientarily, without a murmur of com- 
plaint, into the arms of death, and breath- 
ing their last sighs resignant to their 
fates ! Had the enemy but been within 
their reach, as the plan of operations. 

should but, curse it ! I cannot bear to 

think of it, and yet, for the soul of me, I 
can think of nothing else," 

^SBut after all, who could have sup- ' 
.. posed 



P9fgd{t^|;i tbe. opi;ratk>ii§ v^o^lii, so diidt^ 
denly have termifj^ed ?" 

** jA,n(l;you n}jgt)J^have a,(}jij<ed disigrace- 
fully.; — \\(ha}ndfjcd could: l)ave suppoi^d 
it? — Why there wer,e &tiU< hi^ro^s enougli^ 
left to ha vfi- a.ve»g(efJ tj^e (:ause. pf: their 
fallen ([;(>mj?a9i9#^!" .r . « 

; 'SJBuj;;]L,fn;/?r/^^dHlvh?:not, bJDt<ed. thai. : 
the safety of the prisoners might ba%'e * 
been endang^^re^ .if his. proposed terms 
w^r;e Qflt copiplifid; \y\tii, ?**- . 

.*' fiQ.:dar^d. as> wfilh have beajten out 
hi6Qm:l>rftin,r.?a: tQK.havfi hurt a. hair of 
thfiir bjea^d^ ;.' the ^ipur^-of reiributioa wa& 
too ipyc^ fe^re^li by.' hi;n, not. to have in- 
du^ Jjjip to^4 provide for their safe, acr 
cofpffipd^Xiofii Ipat had.it been otherwise^ 
muphjia^ I lQ,Ve-mj' yqun try ai^rv even thie. 
rec9}ljG9tiioQ, t^^t ]^ tpight eixda^er their, 
safety, i^hp-uld n»o)> have incurred for OKOr 
thtp d^niuiiiig pdi,M,ni of not having faith'- 
fully discharged ipy duty, to njy Sove- 

reigPi ?jg??e4fiyuVo^Jtbe txust. he liad re- 

posei 
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pos^d in me, and to wh&t ftiy skilland 
,pcrsdvirance tUfgbt hIiVe conimatided." 

"•It is one corifeolatfitlh -to trs, fliat it 
•was not through -ariy If regular prbceed- 
•ing8 of the tfbcJps 'the dislippoiritment 
-happened.** 

** The troops ! brave, noble f(^lIows, 
■thiey dtt5 ah hottour to their country, and 
class, inferior to npne in the Arorld : biit 
how are your wounds, Somerton ?" 

*^ Painful rather, but of no conse» 
quence — How are your's ?" 

** I have none worth regarding but 
what rankfes here," he replied, placing 
his hand to his heart. ^* Such troops,'* 
he continued, **and such a commander I 
I wish he had been pelted at in the streets, 
^ they "were ; but, however, he took 

good care to avoid that— Where, in the 
•name*ofwottder,'did he poke himself du- 
ring the storming? — curse me, if I can 
ifiiid any one that knows V* 

^^ Bo you think hisf conduet ViUbe 
approved of in England ?** 

*' A court- 
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*' A court-martial, I trust, will tdl 
him that — to that, therefore, I'll leave 
him ; but whenever an enqutry into the 
unfortunate proceedings does take place, 
this I would tell him, were he to ask me 
the question^ either you or I must per* 
tainly be disgraced." 

*' Well," said Osrick, with visiblp plea- 
sure, ** but we are once more at Monte 
Video!" 

\* Why are you rejoiced at that circum- 
stance?" 



tc 
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is the cause of it," he replied, •' Have 
you forgotten Clara ?" 

** I had almost lost the recollection of 
every thing but my own misfortunes." 

.*' Shall we not release her from the 
ruins ?" 

*^ By all means ; but is it possible that 
she can be so like-— *-4;hat is, can she be 
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so perfect in person as you have described 
her ?" 

Osrick perceived that the name of Alc- 
thea had nearly escaped his lips ; he ap- 
peared, however, not to notice the cir- 
cumstance, but replied—" When you be- 
hold her, you shall decide for yourself, 
and I am satisfied you will then say that 
I have not been too lavish in her praise." 

'* What force do you suppose will an- 
swer our purpose ?" 

*^ From what I could judge of the 
number of the robbers, it must nearly 
reach ^ fourscore ; about twenty of the 
soldiers, therefore, will^beas many as we 
shall want.**- 

'* Suppose we say thirty ; and if th6 
Pampas double fourscore, we'll shew 
them some pleasant diversion. — ^\Vhea 
shall we set out ?" 

"To-morrow, early, if you please." 

• * You know the direct route to the 
place ?'* 

f Perhaps not the direct route^ but in 

the 
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the course of three br four hours march* 
iug, at most, I am sure I could lead you 
to the spot." 

**'Very wdl, Ibat Will do.-^I'll Spedk 
to the Colonel presently — the assistance 
of the soldiers I sim sure of— ^therefore, 
asfearly as you chobse in the liiornitig, well 
be on the alerte. '' 

A thou«ahd feats disturbed the thoughts 
bf Osrick during the day ; he almost de- 
spaired of finding Clara alive, tie shud- 
dered, as he recollected the perilous situ-^ 
ation in which he had been compelled to 
desert her, and the days that had elapsed 
since that time? lEven Dreadnought, 
from the description he had received of 
her, felt himself uncommonly interested 
on her accOiiht, and was fearful that 
their efforts to save her might be used 
too late. 

According to hispromise, Dreadnought 
©btairied the soldiers wanted ; they con- 
sisted of the remains of his own company, 
thirty privates "and a 'corporal^ the whole 

3 of 
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of what remained of eighty brave fellows, 
after the carnage at Buoios Ayres, and 
who were in readiness to accompany him 
and Osrick at daybreak. 
^^ I have another, and 

wf NSfT SXPMDtTlON *" 

for you, my lads," said Dreadnought to 
them ; *' and a little more fighting, I 
know, will be well relished by all of you." 
'The men smiled — "They'd fight for 
him," they said, " at any time, and any 
where; therefore he had only to give the 
word, and they should cheerfully obey.'* 

With muskets charged^ bayonets fiked, 
and cartouch-boxes well stocked with am- 
munition, they were now marched off, the 
nature of the service they were going 
upon having been first explained to them* 

Osrick had been too accurate in the 
minutes he had made, to be deceived in 
the geography of the place, and in less 
time than he had stated to Dreadnought, 

VOj:^ III. £ 'fat 
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lie conducted them to ,t^e mouth of *tlie 
rocky cave he had visited before. 

Here, for the first time, they halted. 
Nothing particular had occurred during 
their march, though the herds of wild 
cattle, that scampered about them in all 
directions, had they been in want of a 
subject to employ their thoughts upon, 
would have afforded ample grounds of 
amusement, and banished ennui from 
the warlike circle. 

.. The ruins extended to a greater disr 
tance than what even Osrick was aware 
pf. Some tower or castle, he supposed, had 
formerly stood there, of which all but the 
basement, the subterraneous passages, and 
the dungeons thereunto belonging, time 
or accident had destroyed ; and these were 
so obscured, no entrance to any recepta- 
cles of the kind being visible, that Dread- 
nought was much surprised when Osrick 
told him they had reached the place they 
sought. " * 

Their first object was to examine the 

cave; 
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cave ; two soldiers, with bayonets fixed, 
advanced, while two others presented their 
muskets over their shoulders, therefore 
proceeded to the mouth of it, that in case 
any quadruped of prey had again made 
the place its covert, which was not un* 
likely, they might destroy it, with but 
little risk to themselves. 

Such however happened not to be the 
case. The partial remains of the robber, 
in the most frightful state of putrefaction, 
together with the rotting bodies of the 
jaguars, were yet to be found there, send^ 
ing forth a nauseous effluvia dreadful to 
inhale, but which, as the secret avenue 
that opened into the cave ptomised tob 
many advantages to be easily given up, 
they were compelled to endure. 

It was at length resolved, that Osrick 
and Dreadnought should, with fifteen of 
the soldiers, penetrate the ruins by the 
avenue in question, while the corporal, 
.with the remaining fifteen, should con- 
tinue within the cave, and occasionally 
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examine if any thing extraordinary was 
going forward without; but in case they 
;$hould bear any discharge of musl^etryi 
they were to follow the party in advaaipc 
thrQugb the ssme passage,.: and )os6/»p 
time in hastening to tt^eir support^ as seti^ 
tinels wou^d be planted at certain dis-- 
tances to guide them. . . .. 

. They were instructed not to. attack any 
individuals they migh^ chance to discover 
on the exterior of the ruins, unless it b@- 
x:anie necessary in the end, for their own 

4cfence, but merely to observe their 
points of egress and regress. 

« The^e weighty matter3 settled, Osrick 
.ascended to the secret pass, and Dread- 
nought and his men were not long after 
him* 

The singularity of their situation was 
now a subject of mirth to all of them ; the 
. place, though the day was totally bright 
being as dark as Erebus* 

To avoid accident, the bayonets had 
been returned to the acabbards; and ad- 
vice 



MEICK. Iff 

ttce was giren that the locks of the pieces 
should be as much guarded as possible, 
lest a blow against the rocks should pro- 
duce tinpleasant cottsequences, by letting 
aome of them oflK 

Wth due circumspection, they at fength 
penetrated to the sliding stone, where 
Osrfck> though h? had done it before, 
again explained the secret he had dis^ 
covered to them, when^ pressing the 
spring, he was soon enabled to continue 
kis piro^fess, ealtfa doing the same as he 
stftraticed, to stay the too sudden return* 
iftg of the.stfone. ' • 

The dangerous descent from this opeti-» 
jng, Osrick now made known to his follow- 
ers'; and then strictly enjoining that si- 
lence might be preserved, he was about to 
pursue his course down the rugged steps, 
when a sudden light from the vaulted 
passage, with the iron gate, and the 
sounds of approaching footsteps, suspend- 
ed hfs intention, he, as well as Dread- 
nought^ being desirous of discovering 

E S* . who 
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who might be advancingi before they 
Bbewed themselves. • 

In a low tone of voice the soldiers 
therefore were de^red to conceal them- 
selves, by retreating into the avenue, but 
to be ready to act at a moment's notice. 

Osrick and Dreadnought drew ^back 
also, as the light they perceived* became 
stronger, gradually and generally renc|er.-. 
ing visible the frowning horrors of the 
place. 

Two of the Pampas at length, eacli 
bearing a burning torch, with solenm 
pace and slow, approached by the iron 
gate; 

jt pnocffssjoN 

•\ • ■ 

of the horde, in number about thirty, 
two and two, followed thqm, and in the 
end arranged themselves in very close 
order at one extremity of the open space 
below them, forming a semicircle. 

The raised situation of Osrick and the 

Captain 
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captain gaw them an opportunity of ob- 
serving -all that passed, with but h'ttle 
chance of being seen themselves. Neither 
spoke, each being anxious to know what 
was to follow. 

The first party having arranged them- 
selves as stated, a second, about equal 
in number to the former, made their ap« 
pearance, preceded by torch-bearers, and . 
who, with the same deliberation, formed 
themselves opposite to those who had 
first entered) leaving a space of consider- 
able dimensions open in the centre, .as well 
as in that part of the periphery neai est ta 
the iron gate^ 

Hitherto they had preserved silence, 
but as two of the ruffians now came for** 
ward, dragging a female after them, pre- 
ceded by a torch -bearer, and followed by 
two others of the ferocious banditti, the 
Que bearing a ponderous tomahawk on his 
shoulder, and the other a scalping-knifo 
ia bis hand, ' a kind of suppressed yell,. 

£ 4 hollow 
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hollow and dismal, was groamld forth ap* 
patently by each. 

The sQjunds were appalltng>— *but not 
to the soldiersi for they hetrayed an in- 
cliDation to rush forward, but were pre-? 
vented by their commanders* 

. <f What an infernal: place, and what 
an infernal crew !" whispered Dreadnought 
to Osrick; *A I can' almost fancy myself 
in tibie regions of eternal night, taking a 
Tiew of the imps of darkn^Sj-^assembled • 
in congress,^ with terriic ceremony and 
diabolical parade. What is it they are 
about to perform ?" * * \^' 

*^ What it must be our business, I apw 
prchend,** replied Osrick, ** to prevent* 
Soldiers, be ready at the word !" ^ 
' This was uttered in a whisper,* and wai 
not heard by those so busily occupied 
below. 

The female, on her knees, her arms' 
bound be;hind her, was now placed in th& 
centre of the circle ; ar black veiV whidi^ 

• before 
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before concealed her face, was removed, 
her glossy ringlets flowing'in loos? disor* 
der on her shoulders, partially only co* 
Tcring a face pale as death, but even in 
that state lovely. 

Osrick instantly recognized Clara I and 
indistinctly ejaculated her name to Dread* 
nought, and again was silent 

One of the rufiiana now, with as little 
eeremony as tenderness, placed a crimson 
bandage before the eyes and round the 
head of the hapless victim, who seemed 
fthnost insensible of what was done to her, 
60 dreadfully were her faculties immersed 
ki the current of terrors that surrounded 
her. 

This being performed, a second object, 
a grey-headed old man, supported by two 
of tht dusky predaceous tribe, w<s drag- 
ged towards the centre of the circle, , the 
dismal yell being repeated, as they, with 
horrific malignity, pointed out to him the 
lovely sufferer, for whose execution it was^ 
now evident th^y had assembled. 
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The sight shook him to the soul ! and 
suddenly dropping on his kciees, he ex- 
claimed, as his eyes were turned to Hea- 
ven — ** All this I i>ave deserved — my 
'punishment is just ; but oh ! spare that 
unoffending victim, whom my crimes have 
involved in my unhappy fate T' 

Words are inadequate to describe the 
increased aaytonishmcnt of Osricky when 
in the latter object, the grey-headed indi- 
vidual,, lie beheld the mi^er Grassingly, 
whom h€. had visited^ with Belmont^ at 
the lone bouse, not many miles from 
Somertpn Lodge ! Though be had not 
immediately on seeing recognized bis per- 
son, yet when he heard bis voice, tbe fuU 
lecollection of it occurred to bimw 

As the poor old man concluded his aa- 
guisbed ejacqUtion^ an instr^ument, nat 
unlike a Chinese fo;2g', was forcibly struck^ 
the crash it produced being lengthened 
and horrible, when he was instantly drag- 
ged to a more distant part of tbe space« 
tbe torch- bearers^ four- of them taking. 

thcur 



tbeir stations two on each side of the 
' Wretched Clara, two others of the gang 
supporting her on her knee^ from falling, 
for the crash of the instrument had pierced 
her to the soul, occasioning her bosom to 
heave with violent emotionsi white the 
executioner, wrth the tomahawk, pla- 
ced himself opposite to her, as in readiness 
to strike the fatal bIow> that would end 
her sufferings for ever* 

Dreadnought had already drawn a pis^ 
tol from his belt, and Osrick grasped 
another. The moment was a critical one, 
and the next was more so, for another 
crash of the gong-like instrument occa- 
sioned the fierce executioner to raise the 
tomahawk with deliberate firmness, not 
. to sever the head of his object from the 
shoulders, but to divide it down the cen* 
tre. 

An instant of indecision on their part, 
Osrick and Dreadnought now saw must 
be fatal. They were at no great distance 
from the monster who had uplifted the 

E 5 weapon 
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weapon of death, and who/ by his attitude^ 
was preparing to give its descent all the 
force he con^d command. > Stretching: 
themselves therefore as far over the rocky 
eminence as they could, their pistols were 
prese;nted and discharged at one and the 
same instant ; the savage' dropped, the 
tomahawk alighting on his own body ;. 
and Clara, released *from the grasps of 
her briiial supporters, fell prostrate be« 
tween them. 

» a 

THE THEM^TiSNlKG tOMMOTXOn 

y . 

* 

that now ensued may be more easily con- 
ceived than expressed. The word for the 
soldiers to fix their bayonets and advanii^e 
was given ; in an instant they rushed fronv 
the avenue, the din of arms striking ter- 
ror to the guilty tribe, whose screaming 
yells^ as they fled through the arches ia 
all directions^ no person could heaf ua- 
moved. 

Having descended the steps, the mill^ 

tary 
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tary were commanded to halt. Twer or 
three of the torches^ that had been thro.wa 
down and abandoned, berng unextin-^ 
guished, were presently secured, and 
Clara, without any signs of life, was rais» 
fed by Osrick and Dreadnought. 

The vital spark, however, they feared 
was gone ; she breathed not, neither could 
a tremor of the pulse be felt. 

To promote her recovery, however, if 
life had not entirely deserted her, air was^ 
absolutely necessary* Dreadnought there- 
fore, as the only means of obtaining it,, 
took the lovely burthen in his arms, and 
bore her for the rocky avenue,^ and from 
thence onward for the cave, fbllowed by 
one of the soldiers only, having desired 
Osrick to remain where he was until he 
had been reinforced by the troops in re- 
serve^' and then to proce^l and secure as 
miany of the miscreants as> they should be 
fortunate enough to find. 

Osrick therefore remained at the head 
#f tnsinen, when Dreadnought departed^ 

leaving 
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learing them 'the sole occupiers of thht 
part of the ruins, thi s^X9ge that bad 
falleD excepted^ for even Gfassmgly bad 
disappeared in the consternfMtion. 

Twelve men of the reserved part of the 
force at length joined them, though, they 
had been detained some little time in 
their route, not being enabled to find the 
spring of the slidinjg stone, though acca- 
rately instructed where to look for it, and 
assisted by the blaze of a torch* 

Stationing two men with a light where 
they were, with instructions to follow 
them should they be surprised by any oF 

the ruthless horde, Osriek with the others^ 

# 

-preceded by torch-bearers, moved on- 
ward by the vaulted passage lie had for- 
merly traversed ; but on gaining the en- 
trance of the dome-surmounted apart- 
ment, the Pampas, be discovered, had ain 
ranged themselves in a gallery that encir-r. 
cled it, with missile weapons and a few 
fire-arms to defend it. . . 
One discharge, however, from the mujk 

ket% 
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kcts of the military, dropping some and 
wounding others, in an instant dispersed 
them; and this apartment, the instant 
after, M-as in tfietr possessioD. 

Three of the four iron doors were now 
open, that which led to the cave of death 
and horrors being only closed. 

Leaving two sentinels here, Osrick di*- 
▼ided his men into thcee equal Gor|)s, 
each then pursuing a distinct route,, to 
which the doors led, at one and the same 
time, though all had orders to return to 
the dome as their rallying point, as cir- 
cumstatices might render such a proceed- 
ing necessary. 

The door by which Osrick and his de- 
tachment entered, a torch-bearer in front, 
opened inrto a narrow vaulted passage, too 
narrow for more than one person to pass 
at a time, and which, after a walk of a 
few yards only, brought ^)em to a flight 
of stone steps, and which he imagined led 
to the gallery that encircled the dome ; 

and 
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and under that impressimi^ they instaiitFf 
began to ascend. ''»/.- ; -^ 

The termination of these »teps brought 
them to another atch^ witbli smootli maiw 
ble surface, atid displayed, at its extremity 
one M'^ay, a door seated in a gothic recessy. 
another vauited passage branching off on 
either side of it. * ^ ' '^ 

Tlie ^hole were damp amd |;reen with: 
age, and a moist vapouT that generally 
pervaded them, struck a kind of chilly 
sensation to all that lived within its in- 
flucncCr 

To the door • which presented itself^, 
they therefore advanced. It was of iroA. 
also, ' and resisted their repeated attempts 
to force it open. 

Taking the passage to the left of it, 
tinder the supposition that it led to the^ 
gallery in the dome, Osrick commanded 
the soldiers W follow him, which they 
did, until their progress was obstructed 
by another door, which defied their efforts> 

to 
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to open^ ^nd the}' were compelled to re- 
turn; 

The passage to the right of the fir3t 
door they now entered^ but in the end 
were necessitated to leave it, through ' an 
impediment exactly similar to that which 
they had met with in the former. 

While deliberatl'bg now how they should 
dispose of themselres^ the ring of 

A TEOP^noon 

was discovered, which they presently lift- 
ed up, and beheld a few winding steps^r 
that terminated in a naiTow archway^ 
which the light just enabled them to dis^ 
tinguish. This they resolved to descend;* 
Osrick now took the torch himseUV and 
- led the way,, but had scarcely reached the 
arch in question, when a discharge of 
^musketry was heard, and, as had been 
aigreed on, he instantly gave the word to 
return to the dome, Which mandate, with 
suitable ^alacrity, was obeyed. 

Ospick, from being previously in the 

advance. 
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advance, was now in the rear, and the 
gleaming of his torch having discovered 
to him another pass branching fromt the 
one in which he was, he conld not resist 
the impulse he felt of slightly examining 
it, not intending to be more than one 
minute at farthest behind his men in re-' 
turning to the dome. 

Moving therefore about two paces only 
into it, and extending his arm with the 
torch, he imagined, that he saw some 
figure standing in the distance, when a 
third step, for the purpose of con firming x)r 
removing his conjecture, brought him oVet 
a concealed trap-^oor, whiqh ^utik beneath 
bis pressuipe, and. he iell with violence 
through the yawning aperture. 

What immediately followed he knew 
pot, for in the shock he bad received^ 
having descended to a considerable depth, 
his senses had left him ; but the first dawn- 
ing of reason made known to him that he 
was a prisoner, his arn^s being pinioned, 
and his body with h^avy chains (onfined 
to the damp floor of some nauseous dun- 



geoiii as dark as the total exclusion of the 
rays of Heaven conld make it, and as 
silent as the grave. 

The 'ponderous chains oppressed him 
sorely, and acute pains, dreadfully aflect- 
ed his head. 

Writhing in anguish unutterable/ he for 
some hours continued, when the sounds 
of a sliding bolt, and repeated footfalls, 
announced the approach of some persons t(^ 
the spot; and the glare of torches, borne 
by a paity of the hideous Pampas, soon 
afteip revealed to him in whose power he 
was» and confirmed his previous appre- 
hensions. 

They reviewed him with a rage tlic 
most horrible and menacing ; and Oartck 
Qould sufficiently understand. their words, 
to be made sensible that his execution 
was only delayed that the 

TORTURES 

which were to accompany it might be 
rendered more terrible. 

The 



The murdtr of Qui^emhoi and what had 
since happienod to them^ thejr tauntingly, 
in screaming tones of broken English, ac- 
cused him of being the authoi: of, at 
times appearing ready (o mangle him to 
atoms with their tomahawks. 

From the latter hqwever they refined j 
but to. increase the horrors of his confine- 
ment,, the body oi QuUembCi the features 
shockingly distorted by putrefaction, wM* 
brought intct the cell, and seated Mrith'his^ 
back against the extremity of it, opposite 
to him, a piece of iron,- -in the shape irf* at 
large nail, being driven from the forehe^ 
through the scull into the rocky substance 
against wliich it rested, tor prevent the 
body from falling on either side. 
. Tbis perfqrmed, two blazing' torches 
were fixed uprightly in the earth, to the 
right and left of the terrific lifeless figure; 
and Osrick was raised and chained in such 
a position, that his eyes could not be bpen-^ 
ed \yithoutbeholdiRgthe fearful spectacle. 

With a ^ria of triumph^ the demon* 

•^' now 
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tiow left him, assuring him, however, pr^ 
viously^ that be had but a very short time 
to live. 

From the instant of lii^ real situation 
being known to him, Osrick had resigned 
hioaself to die, and he had already sur* 
ivived the time he had anticipated would 
liive been allowed to him. 
« His sufieringS)^ at this crisis, are not to 
be described ; his intellects became aiFebt- 
edi and dancing shadows flitted before hi^, 
eyes. 

. To the ghastly remains of the robber, 
his disordered vision at length gave action, 
and the frightful figure stood erect be* 
fore him, pointing to the wound that 
had ; robbed liim of life, which seemed 
"to ;bleed afresh, while a himbent flame 
twisted itself about the orifice of the 
opening the iron instrument had formed 
ia his forehead ; the eyes appeared to 
roll in their sockets, and the jaw, with 
anger and agony, to -quiver, the motion 
being singularly hideoiivatid rapid. 



94 OSRTCK. 

Suddenly the phantom vanished, and 
again he beheld the horrid reality between 
the glare of the torches. 
. It was impossible . for sufFering nature 
long to endure such tortures, and live. A 
death*like torpor gradually encroached 
upon his senses; a dark mist gathered 
before his eyes ; the racking pains in his 
head, and those which t;he chains indict- 
ed, became less severe, and forgetfulnets 
gave him a transitory respite from mi- 
sery. 

The reviving air of Heaven blowing 
full. in his face, and a continued shaking 
that was given to hi^ whole frame, at 
length aroused him from the stupor that ^ 
had seized him, and he found himself^ 
nearly stripped of his apparel, and firinty 
bound with cords on the back of a hors^^ 
some person being seated behind to sup- 
port his body, while the loud trampling 
of horses arojund him, for it was dark, an- 
nounced to him that he was strongly 
guarded on all wdes. 

. After 
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After travelling at a very swift rate in 
this manner for several hours, and until 
the animal on which he was was nearly 
dropping with fatigue, they halted, and he 
was taken off, and similarly fixed to ano- 
ther horse, his strength being too ex* 
hauated to make the slightest resistance 
to their will. 

Again their flight, with uncommon ra- 
pidity, was renewed; and day had some 
time dispersed the noxious vapours of 
night, ere they again halted. 

They had now penetrated a considerable 
distance into a thick wood, in an open 
space of which, Osrick, unable to stand 
had he been released from the cords that 
bound his arms, and which they also ex* 
tended to his legs, as Ithey then took him 
from the horse, was laid, and the Pam- 
p{£s were presently busied in digging two 
deep holes in the earth. 
, Osrick beheld their proceedings appa- 
rently unmoved ; he was resigaant to his 
fate; {hough the dreadfui ide^ now struck 
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him of being buried alive ; and a mental 
prayer for eternal forgiveness of whatever 
errors he might have committed was not 
forgotten. 

In these dreadful moments, the recoUec- 
tion of what his dear father's sufferings 

* 

would be, and those of his Alethea, when 
his death was confirmed to them^ though 
the deplorable manner in which it had 
been eiffected, he hoped they would never 
loarn>.*at length shot anguish to his 
brain. His heart now palpitated with a 
viplence that shook him universally ; and 
though his eye-balls were burning hot 
with the fever of despair, not a tear would 
come to his relief; 

The savages having at last formed the , 
holes sufficiently large for theil: purpose, 
another victim, although at that time Os« 
rick had believed himself the only one fbx 
whom they were making preparations to 
destroy, was brought forward and placed 
in one of the holes abo^e vientiotied, in a 
standing poeiticii) and the earth replaced' 

about 
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lliK>ut him, leaving nothing of his figure 
visible above thie surface of the ground 
but his heady around which some of the 
driest branches of the trees they could 
collect were immediately pited, and . a 
light procured to set them in a biaze. 

To these fearful proceedings they taunt* 
ingly directed the attention of Osrick. It 
vas to render his sufferings the more 
acutCi they gave him to understand, that 
the other was to perish first, that be might 
contemplate the progress of those tortures 
vhich soon, in reality, he would feel him* 
self. 

The fire was now communicated to the 
fatal pile. The inhuman miscreants, dan* 
^cing round it with horrid exultations, 
rent the air with their triumphant yells, 
and appeared to derive new vigour from 
the cruelties they infHcted. # 

As the flames iucreascd, the shrieks and . 
dying groans of the sufferer were more 
loud and piercing than tlie yells of the- 
demons about him ; but they were not of 

VOL. 111. F lo^^ 
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loqg duration, for the welcome 4art of 
4e4tllgave liberty to his soul, aud render- 
ed : ltd <lesert6d habitation in this world as 
nothing. , . 

• But#.grivol6ns Heaven I what now were 

the feelings ofjO^rick! hi$ blood, with 

horror and indignation ,- boiled in his< veins ; 

his strength, at the instant, seemed re* 

stored to, him ^ gnashing bis teeth with 

ajngui^hed fury, he s^truggled hard for 

freedom ; but it was not possible for him 

. to release himself from the cords by which 

;be was confined! His groans were loud 

and repeated, and execrations on the 

monsters escaped his lips, who grinned at 

Jiis feeble efforts for liberty, and rejoiced 

that they had adopted* a plan so admi* 

j*ably calculated to give him pain. 

'Raising him from the turf, they n6w 
pointed to the hole that had been reserved 
for himself, into which they instantly 
forced him, whilst others commenced the 
lask of returning the loose earth into the 
jCavity about himi that another tragedy, 

exactly 



exactly similar to the last, might imme* 
d lately be perfgrmecT. 

The struggles that had so recently con- 
vulsed the frame of Osrick, however, had 
proved too powerful for nuture to endure, 
and not ^ink beneath the shock ; his 
senses therefore agam forsook him, as he 
felt the first adhesions of. the loose earth 
about his limbs; and in him misery no 
longer found a residence. 
• It is now necessary to return to Dread- 
nought and the ruins, that the reader may 
be made acquainted with the alarm and 

aKXIETY 

that was felt there, through the sudden 
disappearance of Osrick, and also of some 
other circumstances which subsequently 
took place. 

The discharge of fire-arms, which had 
induced the division of the military that 
Osrick had headed, so suddenly, from the 
winding steps under the trap-door, to 

F 2 make 



100 OSRiCi. 

make for the dome, proceeded from one 
of the parties, which had been successful 
in attempting to find the communicating 
passage to the gallery that Osrick, in 
vain, h^ad* endeavoured to reach, and 
where the robbers had again collected, 
but from whenpe they had been as easily 
repulsed as before. 

Into this gallery, however, various nar- 
row passages opened^ by which the mis- 
ereants , escaped, leaving three of their 
confederates dead behind, tliem, and two 
others that were too severely wounded to 
follow them. The latter, x)f course, were 
taken care of; but all attempts were inef- 
fectual to overtake and secure any of the 
others. 

Tired, at length, with their fruitless 
search, the three divisions united in the 
dome, and then, and not till then, Osrick 
was missed ; for the party he had formerly 
commanded in person, merely supposed 
that he had left them to give instructions 
,to the others. 

Not 
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Not a man was hurt or missing of the 
whole force employed but Osrick, and 
diligent search was now made for him, 
but without discovering any trace that 
could lead to a conjecture as to where he 
might be found. 

In this distressing dilemma, a soldier 
was dispatched to the cave for Dread* 
nought ; but a sentinel there left told him, 
that the Captain, having formed a kin<J.of 
palanquin with the branches procured 
from the trees that grew about th^ spot, 
had placed the lady in it, and that he 
had accompanied six of his men, who were 
supporting and guarding her to Monte 
Video. 

What now to do the soldiers knew nott 
To stay where they ^ere was useless, ay 
the whole of the horde, by channel^ only 
known to themselves, they were cpo* 
vinced, had escaped ; ^but then, to depart 
without their Lieutenant, was cruel, and 
repugnant to the feelings of every one. 

Another search therefore was cheerfully 

F 3 mad^ 
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made to find him, but with the same suc- 
cess as the former, though an opening 
that led to the exterior of the rocky pile> 
they thereby found of miich easier access 
than the avenue of the cave. 

Night, at length, coming on, and 
Dreadnought not returning, the sentinels 
were summoned from their respective 
posts by tlie corporal, who now deemed 
it prudent to march the whole force, 
some of whom isupported the two priso* 
*BJiers, back to Mont^ Video. 

The feun had set some time before they 
yegained the entrance of the town, where 
they ni«t Dreadnought, who> at the 
head of about twenty men, was marching 
for the ruins, supposing, from their long 
jj^bsence, that they had met with more dif- 
ficulties among the robbers than they had 
expected, and therefore might be in 
tvant ^f Ynore ass'tstance than they could 
ffeere command. 

The Captain was soon made acquainted^ 
vith the unfortunate absence of Osrick, 

which 
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which alBicted him very sevtrely, and de- 
termined him in prosecuting his route. 

The others, however, begged to ac- 
company him, to which he at length con- 
sented^ gitid promised to wait until they 
had taken refreshments, as they had fast- 
ed the Vhole of the day. 

He now turned his attirntion towards 
the wounded prisoners, whose apprehen- 
sions of future punishment appeared more 
to afflict them than the hurts they had 
already received. One, in accents of 
broken English, petitioned him for mercy, 
but to which he made no other reply than 
that of tfiforming his men how to dbpose 
df and deliver them into the hands of 
justice, which order they immediately 
obeyed. 

Dreadnought had felt deeply interested 
for the unfortunate Clara. Osrick, he 

« 

fbutid, had not been too lavish in his enco- 
mruitis on her person J but what more as- 
tonished him, she did indeed bear a very 
tBtroug resemblance to Alethea. 
. . ' r 4 Finding 
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Imding it impossible to restore tier to life:, 
though she had tl>e full bpnefit of the air 
on the exterior of the cave, be resolved 
to proceed direct with her foF Monte 
Video, and which hef did as b^foie de^ 
scribed. 

The journey was fxerformed with as 
nuich speed a* possible, during which 
their lovely burthen had not once opened- 
her eyes, and Dreadnought began to feel 
consideFabk alarm, lest stie sl>ould never 
open them agai». 

In the town, he procured a reception 
for her in a fkmily of the first respecta- 
bility, to whoin he briefly stated her case; 
and then went himself in que^ of the 
surgeon of the regiment, upon whose pro^ 
fessional skill he could rely, and presently 
brought him to her ass^tance. 

Soon after this^ on learning that \he 
fair sufferer was gradually recovering, he 
paid a visit to the principal magistrates, in 
the town, and informed them of what was 
going forward at the ruins^ who were 

higbly 



t 



08RICK. 105 

highly gratified in being told that the 
haunt of the'iianditti, who had so long 
spread terror in the neighbourhood, was 
discovered ; and who resolved to inflict 
the severest punishment upon all of the 
miscreants that could be securedi and to 
lend him every assistance he might desire, 
111 the prosecution of the task he had so 
praise-worthily begun. 

Assistance to secure the infamous disci* 
pics of blood and plunder, however, Dread- 
nought WHS not in want of; he could ob* 
tain more than sufficient for his purpose 
from the army ; but he conceived it .wise 
to procure the sanction of the magistrates, 
to give legality to the proceedings, particu* 
larly as many lives might unavoidably be 
sacrificed. 

Perhaps there was scarcely a necessity for 
such a measure, and Dreadnought might 
previously have thought so, which ac- 
counts for his not having adopted it before. 

Osrick, he conceived, would make the 
best use of his time in the ruins^ where 

« 

7 5 he 
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he had left hitDi wouM make as many 
prisoners as be could, and| at all events^ 
return to the town before the close of the 
day. 

This, however, not happening, he began 
to be very w^asy on his account, and for 
the fate of the men with him; and had 
obtained permission to take as many more 
brave fellows from the ranks as he might 
deem necessary, to proceed to their sup- 
port, and which he was in the act of 
doing, when met by the party, as before 
related. 

. In the interim, Clara had been slowly 
recovering; but/though restored to reason, 
$he continued too weak and ill to con* 
verse ; nor, in fact, would the surgeon, 
'^vho had ordered that she might, be kept 
quiet in be49 allow her to speak; * or any 
interrogatories to be put to her whatr. 
#ver. 

The shock she had received, he said, 
had been so great, that he would not an* 
swer for the coasequences, if she were at 

aU 
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all to be disturbed ; and, even under the 
most favourable circumstances, he feared 
that sonae time must elapse ere she com- 
pletely recovered her health. 

Dreadnought^ bowever, felt compara* 
lively easy on her account, as he knew, 
from an excellent character hi had gain- 
ed of the mistress of the house, that 
every attention would be paid to her; and 
he^ also joined y(\ih the surgeon in request- 
ing that she might be kept as quiet as 
possible. 

The troops, at length, having taken 
refreshments, and a suitable ^supply of 
torches being procured, with the instru* 
ments fqr striking a light. Dreadnought 
placed himself at their, head, and marched 
them off, reaching the ruins about two 
ihours after midnight. 

The passage to the, interior of the pile, 
last, discovefed, they now had recourse 
to, havii\g previously lighted their torches, 
and were not long ^in regaining those 

F 6 places 



*^ 



■^^:? 



i-'r»2 



1^08 OSRICK. 

places they had so recently abandoned ; 
but no traces of Osrick could be found. 

The winding 5teps, by the trap-door 
where Osrick had been last seen. Dread- 
nought and a party at length descended, 
and found that the various arches, which 
branched worn the one they at first en- 
tered, led to separate cells or dungeons, 
all of, which were unoccupied. 

One' of the soldiers, in entering that 
pass where Osrick had met with his acci- 
dent, found the concealed trap giving 
way with him, but . fortunately saving 
himself from falling into it, he instantly 
apprized Dreadnought of the circum- 
stance, Avho hastened to the spot. 

The door. was now cautiously pressed 
down, and by the light of a torch, thrust 
through the dismal aperture, they could 
perceive a deep square apartment. beneath 
it, into which the soldiers generally vo- 
lunteered their services to descend. 
• The means at last being procured for 

such 
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snth an undertaking, by a coil of ropes 
that they had stumbled upoui Dread- 
nought was the first to descend into the 
cell himself, a few of the others only fol- 
lowing him down the rope, one end of 
which was firmly secured above, as he 
bad ordered the remainder to extend their 
scatth to the other parts. 

This apartment, he found, was about 

twefvte feet square, with a smooth bottom 

,clf stone, and unoccupied, ekc^pting by 

severar ponderous chains fixed in its side5, 

and themselves. 

s A quantity of coagulated blood, how- 
ever, they discovered on its hard surface, 
whiclr ieemedi from its brightness, to 
have befen but recently shed,' and a some- 
thing glittering like glass in the gleam- 
inga of the torch, which latter Dread* 
nought instantly stooped for and picked 
up. 

' On exafiuniiig what he had found, he 
started with surprise on perceiving that it 
was a miuiature portrait/ set in gold; of a 

lovely 
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lovely object he had seen but once; b^t 
the iinpressjon which that pne view of her 
had mi^d^ on his heart, could not let him 
be deceived in her resemblance* 

It was Alethea's likeness, and be well 
remembered that O^rick had had such a 
jeiiyel' in hw^ possession. 

That tiie Lieutenant had fa^en tl^coti^gU 

• the trap above them, was now evident ; 

. and tb^t Jie jbad been tpuch hurt by the 

fall, as the blood,, tjbey dQu(>ted not, had 

^ been his as well ^^ the miniaturei was 

equally apparent. .,, 

These circumstances, though th^y ex* 

cited their anxiety ia ^ stronger degree 

for his safety, gave them, at the same tHnev 

additional Incentives ta cpntlnue 

• • . ■ 

TME EX3LMLNZ7IOK OJF TMJS EUINSi 

■ . - . • ■ ■ , . ♦ . . ■ 

A door in one side of this cell stppd 

c^n, discovedng a few stone steps, ju/'hich 

they ascended, ai^d which brought theiji 

' to another arched passage^ very narrow, 

but 
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but which was continued to a great dis- 
tance, a deep flight of steps terminating 
it| down which they did not hesitate to 
pass, being, in the end; convinced that 
they were many feet below the founda« 
tion of the ruins. 

A rugged, subterraneous avenue, they 
next, for some time, pursued, frequently 
ascending a few steps, and turning offal* 
temately to the right and left, until they, 
found themselves rising, by slow degrees^ 
in a straight line, ultimately emerging 
firom the earth, and penetrating a thick 
grove of tall trees which overhung that 
situation of the rocks. 

:It was by this channel they were now 
satisfied that the Pampas had been enabled 
to escape, and, they feared, to bear Osrick 
away with them ; but to have pursued 
them farther^ would have been as fruitless 
:aA absurd. 

Leaving the grove, therefore, they 
£led. off by the base of the ruinSn un- 
til they arrived at ^tbe opeiung which 
6 ^ led 
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led into them, and which had been dis* 
covered in the last search that^ had been 
made for Osrick, ere they had been * de» 
serted to return to Monte Video. 

By this opening they again reached the 
dome, .where they found that the greater 
part of the soldiers had assembled, having 
taken two prisoners, one just without the 
pile, and the other secreted in a recess of 
its inteirior, apparently to escape observa- * 
tion. 
I ' -':■ The latter. Dreadnought instantly re- 
ci!)s:nized to be the old man he had seen 
brought forward when preparations had' 
been making for the execution of Clara; 
the sight of him therefore. excited his 
sympathy, and as the affright he had suf- 
fered had nearly robbed hiniof his'senses, 
and rendered him totally incapable of ut- 
tering a word, Dreadnought begged that 
every tender attention they could bestotr 
might be patd to him, as he should provide 
for his comfortable accommodation, at 
soon as they returned to the town.- 
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Tbe other,' though not habited as the 
Pampas generally were, y«t his persom 
and demeanour strongly indicated that he 
was one of them. Dreadnought therefore 
ordered that he should be" bound with 
cordsi while their search was continued, 
that no opportunity, though left unguardr 
ed, might occur to favour his escape. 

Tbe soidiei*s now made known to him 
the particulars of their discoveries, in 
which, unfortunately, nothing connected 
with Osrick, or that could throw the least 
light on his fate, was. included. 
' 'Jhc apartments occupied by the. robr 
bers themselves, as well those devoted to 
rest as other purposes, they had severally 
entered, all of whigh hs^d been' deserted, 
'and not an individual of the plundering 
horde to be found in. either. 

It has been observed, that the fourth 
irofi door in the dpme, that which led to 
tlie cavern of horrors, in which Osriek had 
Xeeu so overcome, was the only one, ou 
the first entrance of tbe military, headed 

■ by 
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by the Lieutenants which bsd been ^diV 
covered iqlosed, and this now caught ilie 
attention of Dreadnought, who released it 
of the ponderous chains that Scared it, 
and presently pressed it open*. ' 

A vdpour, thick and ni^iftiowly offensive; 
instantly issued fFpm t^' place, whi<!h 
evidently dimmed the blaxe of the 
torches. The soldiers drew back astonish- 
ed; Dreadnought partook of thdr fee^ 
logs ; and, as a hideous figure wasdiistin- 
^ guished in the distant gloom, he, ind thfe 
greater part of those about Him, with ex^ 
clafnatibns of horror, turned their heads 
aside, and involuntarily hid their faces 
ti'ith their hands. r- •''* 

At this moment adissona^irt noise of 
%'oices, ' atid the souM$ * of ' a?pprbaching 
footsteps, were heard from the vaulted 
passage that led to the iron gate. In an 
instant the soldiers were aroused ' flioih 
that ^lethargy of disgust by which they 
had been seized ; th^y recoiled from the 
rec^tly-bpened door, fervently hoping 

that 
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tbat the Pampas, increased id tiumber, 
had been induced to return to^ give them 
battle, and enjoy the full benefits of & 
British salute, and such an one as tliejr 
were then preparing for their reception. 

The sounds which had surprised them, 
however, becoming less distinct, they 
anxiously waited for their Captain's or« 
tiers how to proceed, whose eyes, they 
observed, were again turned towards the 
cavern of Ivorrors, from which now a sin-* 
gularly murmuring noise issued, in no*^ 
vise grateful to any of them. 

A battery of cannon, or a forest of 
bayonets, would have had no terrors for 
them, and gladly would they have exchan- 
ged their situation at that time for either. 

A word, however, from Dreadnought 
:dissipated their apprehensions— apprehen- 
«ions of they knew not what^— and they 
resolved to develop every mysterious par* 
ticular of the horrid place, or perish in 
the attempt. 

X.eaving the military thus determined, 

it. 
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k III ay not be injudicious to inibrni thr 
reader what farther befel Osricki and hoiT 
he escaped from the perils that surrounded 
him. 

Overcome by tlie violent efforts he had 
made to free himself from the cords that 
confined him, he had become an insensi* 
Lie burthen in the power of the Pampas^ 
The springs of life, however, had no^ 
been stopped never to flow again, and as 
reason once more became a concomitant 
of his existence, he found himself, though 
dreadfully ill and full of pains, extended 
on a soft bed» and an aged woman, with 

MOTJETERLY SOlJCJtirVS, 

watching by the side of it. . 
' .He made an effort to rise on discovering- 
her, but found the task beyond bis 
strength to accomplish ; and though he 
essayed to speak, he had not the ability 
to articulate a word. 
The old lady, in soothing SLCcenti^ 
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!begged of him to try and compose his 
spirits. Though the power of speech had 
iieen taken from him, his organs of hear- 
mg were uniuipaired, and he listened to^ 
and strove to obey her commands. 

'* You have been ill — very, very ill,^ 
s!bc observed, ** and no wonder ; hut the 
Tirulence of the malady, I hope, is past. 
Compose yourself, therefore, to sleep, and, 
in a day or two, Uea%xn wiUing, we may 
get you about agaih, and in some mea- 
sure discharge the debt of gratitude we 
owe you. I can perceive, by the surprise 
tliat beams from your eyes, that you hear 
my words, though you do not fully under^-' 
stand their import ; bi!kt as you get stron- 
ger, the nature of them shall be explained 
to you. You are in friendly hands now. 
Thank Heaven, it has been our lot to pre- 
serve your life 1 — that is, it will be, if you 
vill^ follow my instructions — which are, 
that you do not attempt to, rise or speak, 
until L give you permission— and that 
}^ take such medicines and nourishing 
'v^^^t things 
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things as I shall myself adniiDister to 
you ; and i*^ere you my own son, wy en- 
deavours should not be more willingly 
exerted to serve, ygu. Therefore, be care*^ 
ful in attending to my advice, and you 
may very. soon be W^ll again." 

r Osrick had indeed gazed at the kind 
old ladj^ with a surprise that had been 
powerfully excited by her words. What 
debt of gratitude could an individual, 
whom he had never before seen, have to 
discharge with him ? and how had he 
been released from the ruthless ire of the 
Pampas? A. thousand circumstances float* 
ed in his mind ; but he was too weak stea- 
dily to think on any. . At one time he 
iinagined himself falling through the trap 
it) the ruins, and, at another, the horrid 
figure- between the glare of the torches 
Miould present itself to him. Then would 
succeed the reniembrance of tho dreadful 
ejiecution he h^d witnessed, the prepara** 
tian that had b^ea made for his own, and 
the enervating terrors and struggies that 

' they 
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theyproduqed. ^t tliese times hh emotions 
would be of that violent description ca^**. 
culated greatly to alarm his niatronly at<- 
tendant; and though hei: words soothingly 
assured him that he wa|s ii| a pla.c<i.of 
safety, he was too reduced by illness, to 
shake the horrible imaginiogs from liis 
xnijid* 

, For two or three dajrs he continued in 
tiiisidistressing state; 'the pith and mar- 
rpw of his: bones, he. fancied, wer? consu- 
ming in a fatal fever; his mouth was 
parched, and an incessant thirst prevent* 
ed him from profiting by that, grand re* 
storer of oppressed nature, sleep* 

Uoremitting, however, he fqi^mi^Avevc 
the attentions paid to him ; and as often 
as his perturbed spirit)) would admit of 
their being brought to his recollection, 
did he strive to obey the instrugtions be 
had received. The care ta.ken of him, 
apd the natural goodness of his eonstitu* 
tion,' at length began to triumph over his 
complaint|. and favourable symptoms of 

returning 



returning health to be produced. The 
•fever left him ; he was no longer afflicted 
with an insatiable thirst ; and substanceSi 
bruised and properly prepared, as well as 
liquids, were administered, by his humane 
nurse, for his sustenance, until a relapse 
was no longer apprehended. 

As his emaciated frame gradually rc<- 
covered strength, the visionary horrors 
left him, his ideas bec^ame more settled, 
and, the powers of utterance were restored 
to him. 

Still jhis attentfve nurse declined to 
gratify his wisheS| in acquainting him with 
the particulars of his situation. 

** You are not quite well enough yet,^ 
she would observe, " for such a disclo- 
sure; the doctor told me that you had 
not yet strength sufficient to bear any 
lengthened interruption, and my opinion 
^jerfectly coincides with his ; therefore 
}T)u must continue patiently to submit to 
my will, or the time may yet be very dis- 
taiit; ere any thing of what you desire t» 

know 
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know can be revealed to you. You miist 
be obedient, or yqu will put it out of my 
reach to do you any good." 

It was just after a few words to the 
above effect had been uttered to him> one 
day, that he recollected the miniature he 
had received from Aletbea, In an instant 
he searched for the precious gift, but it 
was missing. Cut to the heart by the 
fear of having lost it, a slight tremor 
seized him, while his eyes were directed 
towards his feeling and consoling guar- 
dian and friend. 

** Have you seen it? — have you taken 
. care of it?" he exclaimed; **I value it be- 
yond my life ! — Say it is in your posses- 
sion, and you will make me easy ! — nay 
more^ yon will make me happy !" 

The good old lady, astonished, and 
somewhat alarmed by his anxious manner, 
as well as the singular rapidity with wliich 
his enquiring words were utterfed, : re- 
plied — ** What is it you have lost? What 

VOL. J II. o is 
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is the ftiatter ? I fear your turbuleftftfe will 
toiake ybU ill again," 

*• No, no; say yoii haVe got it, and all 
*ill be right/' 

** Gfit what P** 

" A ttiitiiatute I^vbre Suspended frotn 
tny neck— I would not lose it for the 
ii^orld !'* 

'* I am sorry for it." 

" Why are you sorry? You know not 
Xvhere It is then ?" ' 

*^ You forget my advice. I must ab* 
solutely leave you, if you disobey me* 
Why will you endeavour to distress youv 
friend ?" 

*^ Forgive hie! I would not have part- 
ed with it for a mine of wealth !" 

** Pshaw ! make youi^elf easy, it may 
be forthcoming by-aud-by." 

'< You have got it then f*' 

« 

^' I'll answer no raoreTd[uestioris ; thiere* 
fore, pray be silent" 

"Osrick obeyed her. The hope that lie* 

should 
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should recover the valued pledge of his 
Alethea's love, was contained in the last 
words of his benign nurse, ajid proved a 
welcome relief to the fears that had afflict- 
ed him. He suspected not that what he 
had heard was an innocent artifice prac- 
tised to still the tumult in his mind, and 
prevent any impediment being raised there 
to his speedy recovery. 

That he should see his Alethea again-— 

should claim her for his bride, now occu- 

, pied his thoughts, and improved his 

spirits ; nor was the joy which he knew 

his welcome presence would give to his 

'father, one of his least pleasing reflection^* 

The temper of his mind thus harmo- 
Jii2ed, his recovery promised to be rapid; • 
and in a day or two more, he was enabled 
to leavehis bed. . 

*' I am now strong enough," he re- 
marked to his nurse, after ^having been 
sitting up, for about an hour, in a large* 
. easy-^chair in the chamber, on the third 
day «f .his being permitted to quit his 

c 2 bed, 
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^bed; '*^ I am now well enough to be in- 
formed to whom I am indebted for the 
seasonable support that has been given to 
me, and to return my grateful acknow- 
ledgments, at least, for the life your kind* 
ness has preserved." 

** Why now, my good Sir,'' she replied, 
** I believ^ I may indulge you in com- 
municating any thing that you may wish 
to know, without endangering your reco- 
very. If we have preserved your life, it 
was a debt of 

GRATITUDE 

» 

we owed to you ; and, thank Heaven, wc 
have been blessed with the means to ren- 
der that debt instrumental to your wel- 
fare." ' 

** I cannot comprehend your mean- 
mg. 

•* You remember the attack that was 
made by your army on this town ?" 

^' On what towij?** 

^* Buenos 



^ Buenos Ay res. " 

*^ Am I now at Buenos Ay res ?" 

*' Even so/' 

** Alas ! I remember the circumstance 
to which you allude but too well !" 

** If you can so well remember it> it is 
not very likdv that we should very soon 
&i^t it. " 

^' But how is that fatal proceeding at 
all connected with the question I asked?" 

** You recollect your particular situa- 
tion on the morning of the fifth of July ?'' 

^* Not all of them. I was in many par- 
ticular situations. — To which one of that 
number would you call my attention ?^' 

'* You recollect having forced one of 
the houses in the street in which youi 
were placed, and that, having entered- 
that house, at the head of a powerful 
body of your men, an elderly gentle- 
man solicited your meicy, and which you 
timely granted, to save him from. the bay- 
onets that were presented at him?" 

,** I do remember that circumstance." 

o3 "la 
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'* In th'at very house are you at pre- 
iient." 

f * Can It be possible ?'* 

*Mt is true ; and the object whom, 
in the heat and indiscriminate rage of the 
action^ you preserved from destruction, 
/ is my husband. Upwards of forty years 
have we happily passed together, and to 
liave been so separated, would have been 
tireadful ; you, and Heaven's choicest 
blessings be showered upon you for that 
act of grace ! preserved his life ; and thus 
you may now concpve the extent of our 
obligation to you, and which, by all pos- 
sible means that may be pointed out to 
us, we will endeavour to discharge/* * 

The recollection of the miseries which 
her family had survived, now suffused 
her eyes with Vears, and which, soon after, 
in quick succession, trickled down her 
Ghee}is. 

The surprise of the Lieutenant' could 
but be extreme. He had merely done his 
duty, he said, and on that score was not 

> » * entitled 



CH titled to that unlimited service which 
she so liberally felt inclined to bestow. -. 

** Had my hu&band died,'^ she remark- 
ed, *Miad his venerable * body been? 
pierced by the bayonets that threatened 
him, a similar justification might have been- 
your's. You would have been considered 
4S having but merely done your duty; 
but may eternal honours grace his me- 
mory,, who, when the battle rages, and 
death is he«rd in ev?ry sound, bids mercy 
go hand id' ha,Dd wifh duty, and soft^nsi 
those horrors hp 9^nnot entirely prevent P* 

The pQfiver8^tio>i pow ^ became eK* 
trcmely intgr^^tiijg, an4, ia the cpurs? of 
which^ Qsripk le^rpecl t^^t h^r hq^b^nd, 
^ ^itiz^a of Bu^ps Ayr^^j !^^d arrived aC 
the firs( hoi:^Qurs in tl^ ciyil departmqjit 
^ the pi^C(^ but from which his age and 
infi.i;mities^ had long since induced him to 
i^etire ; that hi^ fortune was immen;? ; 
that 9r son and tv^o daughters, ali of 
Vhpm bad happily survived the late strug- 
g;]e$ in the tpwn^ woqld in]^erit the whole 

o 4 of 
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of their wealth, when they were no more; 
that a few days after the British had re- . 
tired from the town, hdr husband and 
herself had set off, under a very' 
strong escort, for a seat which belonged 
to them in the province, about iifty 
kagues distant, for the purpose of con- 
tinuing there until the town became more 
tranquillized ; that their journey, for 
coolness, had been commenced in the 
evening, and that after travelling the 
whole of the night, they had been pro- 
ceeding leisurely ofn as day illumined 
their track, when they were attacked by 
a numerous body of fhe Pampas, who, in 
the end, were routed and pursued by the 
guard, who protected the caravan from 
their plundering designs ; that in their 
pursuits through the various openings and 
windings of a wood, he had been disco* 
vered, as the miscreants were in the act 
of partially interring him, in an erect po- 
sition, in the earth ; that he had been 
rescued and borne to the caravan, when 

her 
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li'er husband, in the almost lifeless bur- 
then presented to him, instantly pecog- 
nized the features of his preserver ; that 
every restorative their situation couW ^ 
command, they had ineffectually had re- 
course to, to recover him, when finding 
all their endeavours to end in disappoint* 
ment, and as they had not conquered, 
more than one-fourth of the journey, on 
^his account, they determined to return 
to Buenos Ayres, which they accordingly 
did, recrossing the Plata, and reaching 
their residence in the town late on the 
succeeding evening ; that he had conti- 
nued insensible! during^ the whole of their ' 
progress back ; and though the best me- 
dical aid had been,, sOon after, procured for 
him, nearly three ji^ieks elapsed, during; 
which time he had been frequently deli- 
rious, loudly raving, and alarming those- 
ahout him. for his life, ere the slightest 
dawnings of returning reason could be * 
perceived in him. 
The latter information Osrick received 

G 5 - with * 
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ivtth indescribable pam and astonish- 
ment. - ** Good Heavena !*' he cxr 
claimed, ** what will the army thmk 
of my absence t--rln hour short a 
time can^ a letter be conveyed to Monte 
Video?'' ' 

** To whftt {^ufposd would you send a 
.fetter to Mente Video ?" enquired his au- 
ditor. '^* If to let the army know- that 
you are here, it will be useless, for the 
troops have eyaeuatpd that towuforEngv 
*land, now many day* ago/' 

** Unfortunate am I indeed if it is sot 
They Biust conclude me dead, and my 
fiiends in England will be unnecessarily 
tortured on my accouht.'V 

*' Their joy will be the greater whett 
they %ee you. j^Ml||ij|'^I^^sed tlie Deity 
to have termioated^foui: day^,' they mu&t 
bave submitted to the affliction* Many 
£imili€s will mour^i,. wheir your army 
reaches its^ native land ;. many fruitless- 
tears will be shed for objects beloved, who,. 
IS) good health, left thena never again to* 

setuTDi, 
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return, besides those whtcli yom iin«^« 
nary ]q99 mil o.Gcasipa r 9mC th» je^B- 
>vhu:h ^b^U i)Q>vr oo }M:)Ujr accouiit sb«U be 
lyiped ^way by the cause jof them; aufl^ 
the happiness of your friends, like thfi- 
mn after ^ teoipest, sball he reniiered the- 
more grateful in its opciraiioos^ by the* 
gloom which h%d env^eloped it :: their/ 
days of mourning .shall £nd an end,- ^re* 
they have well begun ; therefore, do not 
make yourself uneaBy by anticipatiug. 
their griefs, but ithink only of the rap- 
tures which y oar unexpected appearance- 
amongst them wiU Qocasion/ ' 

Osrictk strove Ao appeal* coniposed^ The- 
picture his attentive friend bad drawuj 
had had its due effect; upon hi^ fi^el.ings. 
'fhey will iodecid |||if9(>py> thqugbt he, 
Hfben they figaiftii^llKQld me> after -ima- 
gining m^y in this worldy separated from ^ 
iheWitbr eyer !■ Bat what will their sorrows « 
be, however^ |>rior to that time? How 
wiUl my father bear the news of my death ? 

q>6l» wiUli 
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will it not cracfc his heart-strings ? — will 
it not shorten his life, even though he 
should live to bless my return with his 
paternal embrace and smiles? Gracious 
powers ! how will the affectionate and 
tender heart of Alethea be torn, when my 
.supposed loss is revealed to her ?; — It is 
too much ! — ^What agonies may I not be the 
cause of I — for what miseries may I not 
be reserved I" 

His agitation now became apparent. 

*^What, I perceive you will torture your- : 
self with gloomy reflections," observed 
his benefactress, **in despite of aught that 
I may do to prevent it. I shall very 
shortly begin to be ^ery angry with you 
in earnest." 

Osrick replied Aii^ he was searching 
for the miniature of Alethea ; be had for- 
got that it was missing, but presently re- 
collected it. ** The miniature !" said he, 
looking anxiously in her face; ** have you 
found the miniature I have lost }. if you 

have^ 
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nave, in pity add the restoration of it to 
the many benign acts you have already 
conferred on me/' 

** If I had found it, I would have re- 
stored it to you prior to this time ; it must 
have been taken from you, antecedent to 
our meeting, for nothing of the kind was 
found in your possession. I did not in- 
form you of your loss before, because I 
saw it would grieve you, and in your then 
very enfeebled state, so to have depressed 
the growing fervour of your spirits, would 
have been an act of cruelty, that must 
-have procrastinated your recovery. Think 
of your loss now with firmness; and con- 
sole yourself with the idea, that though 
ycfu have been robbed of the semblance 

• it bears, you may shortly have it in your 
power to converse with the original." 

The misfortune that was thus made 

• known to him afflicted him severely ; but 

• the motive which had prevented that mis- 
fortune from being revealed to him soon- 

. v.er* hdghteued those feelings which, with 
'u . the 



.* 



- . I- 



the sacred' warmth of gratitude, glcwetf 
upon his heart. He endeavoijred to- con-^ 
ceal the regrets that but too ?icutely 
pained him/ in his acknowledgments for 
the tender services he had neceived, 

*' Though you have amply compensated^ 
us for aught that you have received^ or 
may command at our bands^" observed^ 
his attentive benefactress, ^* yet you have 
my "permission to make any subject yojyir 
theme but that of despondence. I have 
not suffered my servants generally, to be- 
with you, but have principally waited ofX' 
you myself, that aotbing should occur, 
that I coidd prevent, to retard the re-es- 
tablishment of your health ; tllerefore I 
shall not now allow your ideas torieverl to; 
gloomy channels, from whence no streanjs^ 
but tboseof Sorrow can flow. Therefore, 
to hope^ reviving hope, .and happy recolr 
lections, devote your thoughts, and cheer- 
fully sbalM. witness their grateful emana- 
Cion$, The sweeite^t reward that can be- 
giycQ hi my aitentloas to you, and*; 

which, ^ 



osRicic. 135 

vhiclii for the last six \vwks, have been 
unremitting, is uo\v^ presented to nier in 
your convalescence ; and therefore think 
of nothing that, for an instant, is cal- 
culated to deprive me of the pleasure 
'which I now enjoy." 

** Six weeks ! can it be possible !— 
have I, for such a period, been an invalid 
beneath your hospitable roof ?'* 

*^ Something better tlian six weeks have 
you been here, but more than haff that 
time has been passed totally unknown to» 
you; nor have you been well enough, untrl 
within the last ten day», to notice the re- 
volulion^ of the hours, and gain any ac> 
curate ideas of how rapidly time flew/' 

** You do indeed surprise me ! — Hour 
shall I be enabled to /obtain a passage for 
Endand ?" 

**That will be easily enough effected, 
when you have strengtli snfficifint tOi bear 
the fatigues of such a voyage ; for the 
moutfe of the Plata is never free from your 



terrific and vigilant floating cruizers." 



ti 
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" In another week, at farthest, I hope 
to have health enough with safety to de- 
, part.^' 

*' I shall be quite satisfied with the 
progress of your recovery, if you are welt 
enough to leave us at the expiration of ^ 
another month."" 

** Pray don't tallcso ! How tedious will 
, the time appear, under present circum- 
stances, if I am compelled to stay here so- 
long!*' 

" That must principally depend upon 
Yourself. Banish from vour mind all se- 
rious thoughts, and the time will pass 
pleasantly enough. I shall do my ut- 
most to make the time roll lightly and 
agreeably to you. To-morrow I will 
introduce you to- my husband and 
daughter; you will be well enough by 
that timei I hope, to descend to pur fa-^ 
mily room. My son is absent, he there- 
fore cantiot be with us for some time, and 
my eldest daughter is married, and lives 
at a distance; but Amelia yoa'll find a 

lively. 
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lively companion ; and at this moment she 
possesses an ardent desire to pour forth 
her thanks to the preserver of her father." 

** My dear Madam, pray say no more 
on that subject — you distress me. — I will 
be all you wish, if you will anSy abstain 
from such acknowledgments/' 

** Well, well, for mysclC t!n:n, for the 
time being, Til pronusc that the snlijcct 
shall not be inlKxIocrt! ; hut as for my 
husband and daughter, you must make 
terras with them yourself. In that parti- 
cular, I shall not feel myself responsible 
for their conducti whatever i may for 
xny own.'' 

Thus passed the time with Osrick, ere 
illness would admit of his leaving his 
chamber. It would have been a ditHcult 
point to determine in whose breast the 
*» pious flames of gratitude most powerfully 
operated, in his, or in that of bis agreeable 
hostess. 

What passion, in a cultrvaterf and bene- 
ficent mind, is so easily awakened as that 

• ©f 
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of gratitude ? and once aroused, . good-^ 
ness will not suffer it to doze again. 



'* \yhcn Gratitvide overflows the swelling heait« 
And braathes, in free and uncorropted prajsey 
For benefits xeceivM, propitious Heaven 
Takes such acknowledgments as fragrant incenar^ 
And doubles all its blessings.*' 



'f The wretch Whom Gratitude once faile to biiulf 
To truth or honour let him lay na olaim ; 
^r 8tf^n4 0fmfiM|*(!| thf bmte disgpit'd in. mao* 
^n4 whQQ WA ^ovi^, wiih utmpH (l^te^tipPi 

Single some monster from the traitor herd, 

\ 
*Ti^ l?,mttQ s,}^. ^pgp^u4e\b|a cijjpc" 



When left \o himself, Uowever, 1ii§ 
ttmught^, W041I4 wander bomewj^r^. H« 
trembled at tb.e very ide^ of the wiserref 
which his supposed loss would occasion 
there, and l^itterly did he Umenfthe loss, 
of the njiipi^ture of Ipjjs beloved Alethea. 

The; 
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The regretful surprise of Dreadnought, 
when he was first missed, he pictured to 
himself; and the greatest anxiety did he 
feel to learn the fate of the lovely Clara, 
and what farther discoveries haid be?en 
made in the ruins. 



PZTIENCB^ 

however, only. promised to gratify him in 
the knowledge of those particulars ; and 
to patience, therefore, he resolved to be 
xesigped. 



^ Come what come mar, 
Fatltnee and time run thro* the longeit day 



M 



« How poor are tkey 4at ivft not Patlenoe 1 
Y^X^ wound did ever heal but by d^fi|reei }" 



Patience 14 a sovereigu antidote; the 
most virulent maladies give way to it; it 

is 



is the staff of hope, and fortunate is fie* 
-who can make it his support. Though- 
Patience has been quaintly stated to b& 
*^ the virtue of an ass, that trots beneath 
his burthen and is quiet," it has not beett- 
rendered the less valuable thereby. What 
is the chief, the only consolation of those* 
Avho depend on the favoui^s of their supc-; 
riors ? — Patience! And how humberless- 
arc the race of such expectants^ who would, 
be rendered miserable, even to the last day: 
of their livesj wUhout such a salutary 
support ? The sick man, if he gazes on,. 
and is influenced by it,, sees health in it;. 
and the lusty heir the gratification of his- 
desires,, and the uncontrolled rummaging, 
of the money bags. In its religious and 
best point of viewi the good man s^cs the 
reward of all his sufferings ; but the- 
Atheist, nothing! The soldier sees prefer- 
ment in it; and the wley politician a. 
title. The boarding-school Miss may re- 
view the Temple of Hymen through this 
medium; and the impoverished client sutj-*- 

ces$y.. 
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icess, even in the tedious event of a clian- 
cerv suit. In short, the wonders Patience 

■ ■ 

performs are scarcely to be enumerated, 
though its benign properties disperse in 
an instant, when it is preceded by an f 
and an m. 

At this period Osrick so profited by its 
beneficial effects, that, if possible, he de- 
termined to make it his companion as long 
as he lived. 

On the following day ke was introduced 
;to 

THE FAMILY CIRCLE, 

Avhich, at that time, only consisted of his 
benevolent hostess and the , father and 
"daughter. The old gentleman he recog- 
nized the moment he saw him ; and much 
enjoyed was the meeting by all parties. 

Osrick, when he could stay the ebulli-' 
tions of gratitude for the service he had 
rendered to the head of the family, and 

who 
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\\^o had since equally entitled himself to 
his acknowledgments in return, though 
lie could not induce him to think so, and 
occasion the conversation to partake of 
more general topics, found his host a 
most agreeably entertaining and intelH- 
gent man, and he wis charmed with his 
daughter. She appeared about nineteen 
years of age ; and though her person was 
petite, it was remarkably gqod ; her fea- 
tures were small and regular; the roses 
and the lilies vied for pre-emiihence in her 
countenance, which was increased in in- 
terest and expression by the lively lustre 
of a pair of full blue eyes. Her demea- 
nour was elegant, eas}^ refined, and af- 
fable — added to which, she was distia- 
guished by an innocent gaicte de caur^ 
peculiarly her own, that rendered lier in- 
describably captivating and engaging. 

In such society, Osrick (iould but feel 
himself delighted. His health improved 
hourly ; and his anxiety to return to Eng- 
land, 



land, tbough nothing could ^itirely «tib- 
due it, became much less painful to bt 
borne. 

In their repealed conversations, tiothing 
Vas ever said regarding the motive of the 
attack of the British oti the town; for, as 
Ihty could not approve of it, they forbort 
offending the ears of their guest by in- 
litklucing the subject. 

In a few days Osrick was sufficiently 
recovered, to take exercise in the pleastirc- 
grouftds tha;t were attached to the man- 
sion ; and his excursions of this kind ^ere 
rendered doubly pleasing, as the lively 
Ataetia l^ecame the constant companion 
tf his walks. 

Atnelra, in triith, w^ by his side du- 
ring the greatly |>art of the day. Occa- 
sionally she would sing to him. The 
dulcet tones of her voice enchanted him ; 
^nd the skill with which siie would ac- 
Cotnpatiy that Voice, as het delicate taper 
lingers played aboUt the strings of the in* 
iMimsiieiit^ tvin^edl^er-lo have^ttiitde con- 
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siderable progress in the delectable science 
of music. 

The attentions that were paid to him 
by the daughter were witnessed and ap- 
proved by her parents, whose affectionate 
hearts would appear to dilate with rapture, 
if he expressed himself to be happy in her 
society, or advanced aught in her praise f 
and which the sensations of gratitude 
with which she inspired him, very often 
prompted hint to do. 

Osrick was guarded from the subtle 
effects of the tender passion in this in- 
stance, by a deep-rooted prior attach- 
ment—but not so Avas Amelia ; and Os- 
rick, in the end, had the extreme nior- 
tificalion to know that their innocent 
intercourse promised to be fatal to her 
peace. 

The instant, however, that a suspicion 
of the kind took possession of him, he 
delicately made his attachment to Alethea 
the subject of their disconrse, by once 
more expressing his regrets for the loss of 

her 
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her miniature, and hinting at the indisso* 
Juble bonds which, on his return, would 
make her his own. Amelia sighed — avert- 
ed her face, to hide her emotions, and 
conceal the starting tears. 

Osrick, however, affected not to notice 
her agitation ; and from that time their 
demeanor towards each other, though 
equally friendly, hecame more reserved. 

The guitar was now entirely laid aside j 
her voice no more was heard in strains of 
harmony ; and the innocent, interesting 
sportiveness which had previously accom- 
panied her every action, was succeeded 
by a pensiveness which but ill accorded 
with her years, and M'hich dimmed the 
sparkling lustre of her eyes. 

Her parents saw the mournful alteration 
in their child with regret. It was also 
plain that they were no strangers to the 
cause of it, for Osrick had made no secret 
of his passion for Alethea in the family. 
' It was evident to Osrick, that the father 
and mother, perhaps influenced by grati- 

VOLt III. H Vvi^Js!^^ 
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tude, had hoped that he woulcj have b^ 
come enamoured of their daughter, and 
asked her of them in marriage ; and the 
disappointment they had experienced, 
their conduct, at this time, but too feel- 
ingly evinced. 

A month now had nearly elapsed, since 
Osrick had quitted the chamber of sick- 
ness to partake of their society^ and as 
his health vas nearly're-established, 

-a DEPARTURE 

for England became the first wish of his 
heart. As he urged it, how could ix te 
infused ? The day was therefore fixed for 
him to leave them, and suitable arrange- 
ments, reluctantly, but with friendship, 
attended to. 

Every supply that he needed, he had 
previously received from his liberal pre- 
servers ; and though he persisted in de- 
claring his intention of remitting the sums 
with which they willingly accommodated 

him, 
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•him, from England, they secretly hoped 
that their words would operate, so as to 
induce him to abandon such a design. 

The last evening of his stay there at 
length arrived. Amelia made an effort 
to appear cheerful, but the attempt was 
ineffectual. 

^* You will sometimes think of us,** 
said she, *' when you reach England ; 
and I am a4most inclined to believe that 
it would give my dear parents pleasure 
occasionally to hear from you." 

Osrick took her hand and raised it to his 
lipSi 

*' Believe me," he said, **the happi- 
ness I found here, when I thought »iy- 
self the most miserable and unfortunftte 
of men, \i'ill never be obliterated from my 
.memory. How gladly shall I engage in 
a correspondence with such beloved friends 
as yoii haVe named, if they will honour 
me with such a distinguishing proof of 
their regard ! It will give me the sincerest 

a 2 delight, 
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delight, to open my whole heart to them 
on all occasions ; and there can be no 
communications with which they may 
kindly favour me, but will be read with 
the dearest interest, as the)^ will remind 
me of the scenes that I have passed, and 
how much I ought, indeed, to feel my- 
self their debtor." 

The suggestion of Amelia was a. source 
of promised pleasure to all of them, and 
the proposal was readily accepted. 

In the course of the night, the old gen- 
tleman observed, that, at some future pe- 
riod, and that not very distant, as such 
a voyage had long been the wish of his 
wife, if he lived, he would pay a visit to 
England, perhaps to pass the remainder 
of his days there, as circumstances might 
arise to bias his inclination ; and, in that 
event, his daughter would certainly accom- 
pany them. 

Osrick heard his intention with the 
.rapturi of a sincere and disinterested 

friend; 
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friend, and the subject gave additional 
interest to the conversation, and which 
abated not throu)2:hout the evening. 

His final leave Osrick took of them 
prior to his retiring to his chamber, for it 
had been settled for him to depart very 
early in the morning* 

Poor Amelia turned pale, and tremlled 
as she uttered a last farewell; and was 
compelled abruptly to leave the room, to 
conceal those tears which she found it im- 
possible to suppress. 

The parting with her parents was of the 
most affectionate description, though the 
task was much less painful to him than 
with their daughter. 

With a heart far from light, Osrick at 
length left them — but not to sleep ; nor 
would his busy mind permit him to seek 
that opiate to the senses, by taking a re* 
cumbent posture on the bed. 

He sighed at the idea of leaving Amelia. 
A beloved sister, for whose happiness he 
would have sacrificed his life^ could not 

u 3 more 
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more have engrossed his thoughts. Her 
attachment to him, however, he endea- 
voured to persuade himself absence would 
soon weaken, and that the most blissful 
of her days were yet in store for h^r. 

Deciding, however, from the nature of 
his own unconquerable passiori for Ale^ 
then, which time and distance had rather 
increased in force than diminished, his 
preceding conclusions appeared erroneous; 
but then, he thought, there had not 
been the time allowed for Amelia's attach- 
ment to become so deeply rooted as his 
Avas, though he did not consider that it 
had sprung from the same and only per- 
manent source — esteem. 

Soon after daylight, he was arqjised 
from the reveries in which he had been 
indulging, by a loud rap at« the door. 
Everything, he was told, was in readiness, 
and awaiting his departure; and soon 
after, a boat, with a flag of truce, pro- 
ceeded with him down the river. A 
sloop of war, perceiving the signal, soon 
' ^ hove* 
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hove-to for the boat to come alongside ; 
and very few words were necessary ta 
procure Osrick permission to shift his 
quarters. 

The Captain, on being made acquainted 
with those particular^ that had separated 
him from the army, shewed him every 
mark of polite attention, but regretted 
that he could not immediately proceed 
with him for England, as his orders were 
not to quit that; station. However, lie 
promised to put him on board the first 

merchant- vessel thither bound that should 

I 

heave in sight 

Perfectly satisfied with this assurance, 
Qsrick, 



AG2LIN AT SEyf^ 



made himself as cheerful as possible,, 
though- several days elapsed ere the Cap- 
tain had an opportunity of carrying his 
friendly intentions towards him into effect. 
In the interim, Osrick was not a little 

H 4f gratified 



I 
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gratifJed in discovering, among the crew 
of the sloop, his quondam acquaint* 
ance Ben Bundle; and he soon after found 
the means of interrogating him privately^ 
as to those matters which he had so long 
wished, .to have explained. The promise 
of gold, and that none of his friends, if 
they had not committed murder, should 
be the worse for etny confidence he might 
place in him, at length induced him to 
be as explicit as he wished. 

His red name, he said, was Francis 
Medgwin, though, from being included 
in some heavy penalties, which he and his 
father had incurred during the short time 
he had be^n with him after he ran away ^ 
from the Bishop, through their misfor- 
tunes in the smuggling line, he had, to 
avoid detection, been induced to change 
it. He had often heard, he said, from 
his father since, and he too had been for^- 
tunale enough to avoid being apprehended 
and thrown into prison, still continuing 
his illicit traffic, though in a much less 

extensive 
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extensive and dangerous way than before. V/ 
• The house seated in the excavation of the*!' 
hill^ he stated to have been his father's jL^ 
he had contrived to build it himself, he 
said, with but very little assistance from 
others, when misfortunes began to threa- 
ten him, and rendered concealment neces* 
sary, and where securely he might have 
resided until that time, but for the omi- 
nous visit which Osrick had paid to itv 

To Osrick's ""expressed surprise at his 
latter words, he stated, that about three 
nights prior to his visiting the cottage, 
one of the smugglers, in league with his | 
father, had been shot by the revenue 
, officers, in attempting to deprive them of 
some goods which they had previously ^ 
seized : that he had had just strength 
sufficient to reach his father's house before 
he expired, after the bullet had entered 
his body; though his conduct^ he said, 
had certainly entitled him to the fate he 
met with; and active exertions were made 
l^ the fxfficers to find Qut who he was, 

H 5 • and 
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and to what gang ^le belonged. This pro- 
ceeding, he continued, had induced his 
father to keep the affair as secret as pos- 
sible ; the death of the man therefore was 
scarcely known beyond the circle of his 
friends, and a coffin was privately procured 
for his remains. When Osrick had called 
at the cottage, he said, at a late hour in 
the night, old Madge, who was a relation 
of his mother, had forgot the circum- 
stance of the corpse being in a large closet 
that opened into the room, the only spare 
one in the house, tp which she had shewn 
him, until after he had, for some little 
time, been in possession of the apartment. 
Osrick here related to him the words 
that he had overheard, and which, he as- 
sured him, he had not sufficiently under- 
stood, or he woul3 have found that they 
only related to the method they should 
adopt to remove the body from the closet 
when he was arfeep, but which, at one 
time, bad been considered as impossible, 
as f he awoke, and discovered them in 

.the 

ft. 
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tlie act, they apprehended that the bloody 
deed, ^ accomplished by others, might 
attach the charge of murder to them- 
selves. Fears for their own security, 
therefore, he said, operated at first to 
stay such a. proceeding; but Madge had 
insisted, that if it were done quickly, 
meaning as soon as sleep had overpowered 
her. tired guest, the body might be se- 
curely removed, and buried early in the 
morning, and he have no opportunity of 
telling any tales to their disadvantagCi 
s-This, he said, they had, at length, re- 
solved to attempt, when they found that 
the object they had let into the house had 
made the discovery they dreaded, and 
had actually escaped from the hou^.e 
through the window. His flight, he ob- 
served, had been found out somewhat 

• 

sooner than it might otherwise have hapr 
pened, in consequence of Madge, disap- 
pointed by his damp clothes not being 
left for her to dry, as had been agreed oii 
between them, having adventured to .open 

II 6 the 
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the door of his room. The fear, he con- 
tinued, which this event occasioned to 
them, induced them to desert \he house 
on the following day, having previously 
interred the body in a hole which they 
dug for it in the kitchen, and the next 
night they pulled the cottage down. 
Finding they could do it without being 
interrupted, they, in the end, removed 
the materials of -the house to a distant 
part, and gave up their former situation 
for ever. 

The particular^, as he related them, 
Medgwin observed, had been communi- 
cated to him by a letter from his father, 
for the truth of which he could vouch, 
'lau^ they had been confirmed, in repeated 
instances, by conversations he had since 
had with smugglers who were in the se- 
cret. 

The artless manner in which the narra- 
tive had been uttered, convinced Osrick 
that it was not the design of the other to 
deceive him, though he resolved, not- 
withstanding! 
6 
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withstanding, to make farther enquiries 
into the affair, as he had now a clue to 
direct them, by applying to the officers of 
the customs, to know if any person had 
been wounded in the* way and at the time 
stated, as soon as he could make it con- 
venient to himself, after he had reached 
England. 

Osrick now related to Medgwin the 
greater part of what had befallen him on 
the ni«:ht he had visited his father's cot- 
tage ; but found, though he was not un- 
acquainted with old Gjassingly, that he 
could give him no information regarding 
the copse ; but when he stated to him 
the surprise he had suffered, and which 
had induced him and Belmont to under- 
take the nocturnal excursion that had 
produced such alarming disasters to both, 
he burst into an immoderate fit of laugh- 
ter, from which, as he recovered, he ex* 
claimed — ^'Shiver my hulk! what, the 
mountain ghost has alarmed you too ! 
Many a poor devil have I scared by the 

same 
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same means, and some, I warrant, have 
scarcely got rid of their , fright even to 
this day." 

Osrick begged of him to explain him- 
self. 

^' It was an invention of my father/' 
said he, still laughing heartily, /'and 
merry enough it has occasionally made 
us ! ' 

** What was an invention of your fa- 
ther?" 

^' Why the ghost, to be sure!" he re- 
plied, with laughter still more increased.. 

^^ Is the fellow mad r" angrily remark- 
ed Osrick. 

* ' Let me have my laugh out, " said he^ 
^^and ni tell you." 

Perceiving the clouds of displeasure to 
be gathering on the Lieutenant's brow,, 
he observed — '* The hill, on which you 
beheld the phantom, is but a short dis- 
tance trom that part of the coast v,^I\ere 
the smugglers occasionally run their, 
goods ; that is, receive and bear them 

away. 



OSRICK. 159 

away from the boats that land them. 
While thus employed, they had been oftea 
subjected to disagreeable interruptions;., 
and my father, as I told you, invented 
the ghost, to keep people of a night away 
from that hill, that he and his colleagues 
might have it to themselves. The way 
he managed it was this — he* dug a hole in 
the earth, deep enough for two or three peo- 
ple even to stand upri2;htand conceal them- 
selves in, over which he placed a sliding 
door, thickly covered with turf, which he 
could move and remove at pleasure. He 
then formed a figure of \vood, and dressed 
it in women's apparel, giving it the head 
of a skeleton ; aud this figure, he or any 
one could raise from the hole in the 
ground, by the contrivance he hafd alsa 
in veil ted for workirig it, with but very 
little difficulty, and return it, and con- 
ceal the opening through which it had 
appeared, with' as little chance of being 
discovered. A veil to cover the skeleton 
head; was an after-t;hought j it was adopt- 
ed 
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ed from a suggestion of my own ; and 
which, by means of phospl^orus, was ea- 
sily kindled, and consumed by a bluish 
flame. The smugglers soon found their 
account in this gho^ty for it spread such 
terror in the neighbourhood, that none 
but themselves had the courage to vi$it 
the hill, which is called White-hawk, for 
a great length of time after a ftw persons* 
had been frightened there, bi^t in the day- 
time. The story of the JVhiie-hcwk wO' 
man was rutooured about in all quarters, 
and numbers of people then recollected to 
have heard, that some poor female had 
been decoyed thither by her seducer, and 
murdered in that quarter, many years be- 
fore, whose ghost, therefore, it certainltf 
•was that appeared there, to divulge the 
name of the bloody assassin, and to de- 
mand christian burial for her bones, the 
moment any one should have the courage 
to address her, and then listen to her 
story. Not a soul, however; that would 
undertake this task; was to be found. You 

stumbled 
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stumbled upon her ghostship by accident. 
The smugglers, you know, were running^ 
their goods that night, though that, for- 
tunately for the smugglers,- did not hap* 
pen 'to be the case the night after, or 
their secret, perhaps, you might have 
found out, much against their interest and 
consent." 

^ Osrick could scarcely accredit what he 
beard. The other, however, in the end, 
so convinced him of the truth of what he 
had stated, that he could not avoid laugh- 
ing himself, and in which Medgwin loudly 
accompanied him. 

Osrick gave him the reward he had 
promised, and told him, if he found the 
whole of what he had narrated to be au- 
thentic, he should find him his friend in 
future; if not, he would act prudently ia 
avoiding him. With this the other ap- 
peared to be well satisfied ; and nothing 
of consequence farther passed between 
them. 

A merchant- vesseljL a brig, bound for 

Loudon, 
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London, at length, being hailed, Osrick 
took leave of the Captain of the sloop, 
and was put on board the trader, the mas- . 
ter of which very readily received him as 
a passenger, and gave him the best ac- 
Gommodations his ship would afford. 

The wind was fair for England, and 
continued so until they had entered 
the British Channel, and Osrick once 
more beheld the friendly cliffs of Albion, 
but never with such rapture as he did at 
that time. The voyage, hitherto, had 
been exceedingly pleasant, and Osfick^ 
was quite satisfied with the treatment he^ 
had received on board the trader. Having 
entered the Channel; however, the wea- 
ther became squally, and a tremendous 
gale from the north at length put it 
out of their power to make for the Downs. 

Buffetted by the tempest for two days 
and as many nights, they, in the end, 
considered themselves in safety, being off 
the Sussex Coast, where the rude breath 
of Boreas had, less power on their tempest- 
tost 
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tost bark. Confident hopes, in fact, had 
been entertained of safely riding out the 
gale, when the wind suddenly veered to 
the soutfc-west, and became more violent 
than before^ 

To reach the Downs now became their 
sole object ; but they soon found that they 
were too far to the westward, and too- 
close in for the land to clear Beachy-Head. 
The sea now rolled mountains high, and, 
in this dreadful situation, the wind sprung 
the foremast, which instantly went by 

the board. 

This disaster was terrible, and a leak, 
which gained upon them so fast that the 
pumps were rendered useless, soon after, 
menaced nothing less than watery graves 
to the whole of them. 
. One vessel they saw founder to the 
windward, and two others only escaped 
similar fates by running ashore, where 
they had been presently dashed to pieces 
by the breakers. 

It 
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It was now evening. The sun war 
fast declining in the west, and the stormy 
horrors were momentarily increasing. 

Osrick, regardless of danger, had made 
himself as' useful as possible, and had re- 
peatedly obtained the thanks of the Cap- 
tain for his conduqt, and who now ad- 
dressed him, telling him, that to, keep 
the ship above water many hours longer, 
though they had lightened her of the 
greater part of her cargo; would be ioi- 
possible. 

Osrick w^s deeply shocked at the infor- 
mation. To perish, after the numerous, 
perils he liad survived, almost within 
sight of his father's door, was dreadful. 
f*Can nothing be done to save the ves- 
sel ?" said he. 

** Nothing," replied the other : " Our 
best chance will be in Running her ashore— 
thouarh, from what we have witnessed^ 
even that doesn't promise to save our 
lives!'' - 

''Do 
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** Do what you can for the best," said 
Osrick, in agony, **and to Providence 
we must leave the rest." 



it 



THE WRECKy 



the last which .we distinguished on the 
strand," said the Captain, ^' has totally 
disappeared ; and I much question if a 
soul was preserved." 

'* We may be more fortunate," re- 
plied Osrick, *' and the people on the 
shore have increased in number to render 
their assistance." 

^* The breakers are too heavy," he re- 
plied, ** for their assistance to be effec- 
tual. However, it's the only chance we 
have ; and,* sink or swim, it will avail us 
not being downhearted ; so now for the 
experiment !" 

The little cre^s consisting of seven men 
and a boy, were presently apprised of their 
Captain's determination ; they had long 
perceiv^ that such must be thdr ultimate 

resource^ 
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resource, and werq fully prepared for the 
measure. The helmsman now brought 
the bow of the vessel for the shore. Anx- 
• iety and tr.cmbling'expectation floated in 
every mind, though courage to endure 
the worst in every heart predominated. 
The moment thus pregnant with the fu- 
ture was awfully in)pressive; they w^re 
on the brink of eternity, and from wliich 
nothing short of a miracle promised to 
save them. As the ship, almost buried 
in the foaming surges, was rapidly driven . 
towards the shore, Osrick bestowed a 
thought on his father and 'his beloved 
Alethea. Death appeared inevitable— ^he 
shrunk not; however, from the danger — 
for if Heaven had so ordained that he was 
to perish, as a Christian he would meet his 
fate. At length the ship struck! The main- 
mast was shivered in pieces by the shock ; 
the craijli was tremendous ; several of the ^ 
seamen were swept away by the waves, 
and even hope deserted the survivors ! 
Soon after the fall of the main-mast, 
J the 
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the bottom of the ship bilged, and the 
angry element rushing in, in an instant 
filled every vacancy, and death and hor- 
ror held dominion. - , 

Osrick, and two or three of the half- 
drowned seamen, now clung to a frag- 
ment of the disjointed mast. Frequently 
were they dashed with violence on the 
strand, and as often were they dragged 
back by the receding force of the billows. 
The people on the shore hurled ropes 
towards them, but scarcely any of them 
had strength and resolution sufficient to 
attempt to avail themselves of the proffer- 
ed assistance; for, to lose the hold they 
had, and miss the rope, was to die 1 

Dreadfully bruised, exhausted in the 
last degree, a rope, at length, reached 
Osrick; he. caught it, but it slipped 
through his almost nerveless hand, and 
he thereby lost the fragment of the mast 
which previously supported him. His fate 
was now at its crisis ; he was sinking, 
never again to rise, when a second rope 

fell 
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fell full within his grasp, and which^ 
by a desperate effort, that despair, min- 
gled with hope, empowered him at the 
instant to make, he twined round his 
arm. The exertions of* those employ- 
ed in the humane act of saving the 
drowning crew, now operated in his favour, 
and, after a few more painful struggles, 
he was dragged 

Oy SHORE. 

"I 

Though unable to stand, or even to 
hold up his head, so near destruction had 
he been, yet did his senses not desert 
him. His mental feelings, therefore, when 
he found himself snatched from the waves, 
and his feet once more resting on British 
ground, are not to be defined. His heart 
beat with rapture, though, from the 
bruises he had received, every fibre qui- 
vered with pain ; and his stomach seemed 
bursting with the brine he had been com- 
pelled to swallow. The position in which 

bis 
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Ills preservers placed him, for they had 
been accustomed to such proceedings^ 
soon relieved him, however, of the latter; . 
and in the arms of several of theni> he 
was, sOon after, borne away. 

To a house, not far distant from the 
spot where the distressing catastrophe 
had occurred, they presently conveyed, 
undressed, and, betucen blankets only, 
laid him on a warm bed, liiiving previ- 
ously made him drink some weak warm 
spirits and water. Chirurgical assistance 
was then procured, and the /necessary re- 
medies for his recovery administered. 

The care taken of him had the desired 
effect, and all dangerous symptoms sooni 
vanished. 

For two days, however, he was confined 
to his bed, during which he was inform- 
ed that only two men, besides himself, 
had been saved from the wreck, the cap- 
tain of the vessel bcin^ of the number of 
the sufferers* 

VOL. Ill, I On 
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On the third day he was well enough 
to quit his bed^ and the first use he made 
of his time, next to the prayer of pious 
thankfulness and gratitude he owed the 
Omniscient for his preservation, was to 
•dispatch a messenger with a letter for his 
father, as he found that he was withia 
twenty miles of Somerton Lodge. 

This day ha made known his name to 
the people of the house, who were no 
strangers to iiis family ; and a bill on his 
father, for an hundred pounds, without 
hesitation, was cashed in the neighbour^ 
hood. 

His next object, then, was liberially to 
reward those who had rescued him from 
a watery grave, with a promise of future 
benefits; and among whom he discovered, 
with a surprise that the reader may well 
imagine, as they were severally intro- 
, ^uced to him, the very man whom he 
had overtaken in his journey to South-* ' 
ampton, and from whom he had rei;eivetl 

^ .' ihe 
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tlie letter that had been delivered to him 
after he had embatked for Monte Video, 
at Portsmouth. 

The man, at first, appeared confounded 
at beholding him, b*ut Osrick sooA con- 
trived tlic means of speaking with him in 
private. 

His confusion had now evaporatetl, and 
he Had assumed an air of a kind of mo<» 
•dest confidence, that gave Osrick no un* 
favourable opinion of his character. 

He acknowledged to have written the 
letter signed F. M. and to Osrick *s en- 
quiry, if thiey were really the initials of 
his name, he replied in the affirmative, 
his name beipg Francis Medgwin, and 
by which Osrick soon discovered that he 
was the father of his seafaring acquaint 
tance, fien BundFe; and to the full and 
- B^tisfactory extent, he, in the end, con- 
fiihned all that Ben had related, and ap- 
peared thankful for the information which 
Was cicmmunicated to him in return, t,hat 
bis son M^as well. 

i«- * The 
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The fear of being apprehended, he said, 
as he knew that there were several Ex- 
chequer writs issued against him, had 

• 

prevented his visiting Osrick at South- 
amptcn ; but that poverty, and the high 
opinion that every one had of his charac- 
ter, whom he questioned about it, had, in 

a 

the end, induced him to send the letter, 
and to which he had been greatly disap-. 
pointed in not receiving any answer, as 
he knew not, until some weeks after, that 
tlie regiment to which Osrick belonged 
had quitted England. 

Osrick dismissed this' man Avith ten 
guineas, desiring him to call at the Lodge 
in a few days, when the sunt should be 
augmented to fifty, and after that, he 
told him, he would endeavour more es- 
sentially to serve both him and his son. 

With tears of gratitude Medgwin left 
him, promising, to wait on him at the' 
Lodge, as he had been directed. 

Osrick's next care was to order that the 
poor seamen who had been saved, should 

>• ^ have 
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Jrave every comfort that their situation 
requTred ; and that decent interments 
shouhl, at his expence, be given to the 
remains of those that !)ad perished. On 
learning that the body of the Captain had 
not then been picked up, he offered a re- 
ward of ten guineas to those that ^hoiiUt 
find it^ which doubled the exertions that 
were made for that purpose, and which, 
the same afternoon, were crowned witli 
success* 

To the owners of the shfp and cargo^ 
in London, he transmitted an account of 
the catastrophe.; nor did he forget to an- 
nounce his own return to the war office* 

The messenger dispatched with the 
letter to his fatlrer reappeared before 
evening, but he brought no ^mswer back. 
He had seen no person, he said, but a 
servant, to whom be had given the letter, 
who told him that Mr. SoQif rton was from 
home ; but whether he was merely taking: 
a walk or a ride for exercise or pleasure, or 

% S haJ 
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had left tile Lodge for aoy length of timei. 
lie had forgot to ask.! 

Ostick had expected that his father 
would scarcely have had the patience to 
wait until the ut^t day to see him, wheijb 
be had told him in the letter he should 
be at the Lodge, and bad really, expected 
to see him with, the return of the messeiir- 
ger ; and in momentary expectatian was 
he of beholding him, thronghouJt tlie re<- 
mainder of the evenuig^ hut he came not» 

Osrickliad recovered a trunk, which he 
brought from Buenos Ayres^ contoiiiing 
weariqg appareU &;0n^ thf wreck , ao that 
his iaconveuieace, in that particnlaTi luici 
been jemoved ; and by daybreak on the 
following morning, he ws^ proceeding, in 
a^ post-^chai^e and four horses^ ior the 
Lodge; and after a journey of about 
tluee hours,, was 

THE STR^NOBR 2tT HOME. 

Jor njilcs before be r^a^ed the hoitse^ 
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fiadO^rick expected to sec his father; and 
liis an»iety had arrived at the most pain- 
fal height, when the chaise halted at the 
door, and he had yet seen nothing of him. 

To the rap at the door, it was some 
time before any one attended, it was,. 
ki length, answered by an aged domestic, 
tTo whom the Lodge was generally left ia 
care, in the absence of the family, 

*' God be praised !'* said the old man, 
as H tear glistened in his eye, and lie dis- 
covered Osrick. **^ I thought I knew the 
Band^writing, but I feared tcr- hope 'twas 
your's — Grod be praised, that I was not 
mistaken !" 

*^*Where is my fkther ?** impatiently 
ioqufred Osrick; 

** He has been at Batli some weeks," 
replied Arnold, for that was his name, 
i •;* but I expect him home to-morrow, or 
the day after at farthest, therefore I did 
not send off your letter, for I know now 
that the one which was brought here yester- 
day was from yourself— Heaven kn(Mrs 

1 4 lioV 
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how I tFcmbkd, when I looked upon the 
writing !" 

*' When did you hearfromyour master?'* 

• * Three days ago. *' 
- ** Is he well?" 

•* He says lie is better than he has beert, 
but Miss Alethea Castlebv— — " 

** What of Alethea?" interrupted Os- 
rick, with a qukkness of enquiry that 
startled the old man. 

'*' It was on her account," he replied, 
*' that my master went to Bath." 

'^ Is Alethea ill then?" 

The old man shook his head, but said 
nothing. 

Osrick had not the power, at that Jj^me, 

to interrogate him farther. He strove, 

however, to conceal his emotions, and 

having discharged the postboy, he follow- 

' ed old Arnold into the house. i 

'* How long," said Osrick, as soon as he 
coiild summon resolution sufficient to utter 
thc.words, "how long has Alethea been ill?" 

*'* Ever' since she heard of your death." 

Osrick'& 






Osrick's heart was bursting. 

*^ Pray don't look so sorrowful,*' said^ 
Arnold ; *^ she may get better^ now yoa* 
are come back,'* 

** Sit down, AfiioW,*'^ said Osrick, as- 
they entereda room together^. 

Arnold did sa, but Ojrick paced the 
apartment io agony unutterable; 

"* How long," at length, in tremulous^ 
accents, he inquired, *^ has Alethea been< 
at Bath V ' ' 

** About* five tireeks.'* 

^^ Was she very ill when she wentr^*^' 

'' Very ill;" 

** But she got better afterwards??' 

«< No— worse. 
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Osrick was again sitenti— tears mois- 
itened Im eyes/ and he turned his face to- 

f' wards the window, that Arnold might not 
notice themi. When he had again ac- 
quirecl firmnQss to speak, Ke farther ques- 
tioned the old man; but, the answers lie 
obtained contributed more to increase- 
than diminish bis anxiety^ 

1:5- "WUo. 



IfSr ogMict:. 



?'^ 



** Who accompanied Aktbea to Bath? 
4iaid ke; - 

^^ My master aad nustress^ and JLLr*. 
and Mrs. Stokes." 

^^ How 16 yow mistress ?'* 

** Not very well^ 1 believe^ she grieves 
ai^ much at beboldlqg the unbapplnesft of 
those about hex.'* 

♦* Did not Mm Stokes go with them r^^'~ 

" I believe. oat — bat she b no lopgei: 
Miss Stokes, but Mrs. Bty field — siie was 
married just before the newj^ of your 
death arrived." 

** Ewvn whom was that newareceivedP* 

*' A Captain Dreadnought has been 
here — though that you were missing, was 
previously announced in the papers-^but 
the Captain, as he and all of us believecL 
confirmed your de^th." . ^ 

^* Was Dieadnought well ?" S 

*• Yes, he seemed pretty well, I^tr 
i«ery melancholy on your account." 

*' Duj^ou know wiiere the Captain |S- 



now ?" 



y I believe 
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'* I beTievc he's at Bath too^-^T did ^ 
lieaf that he was gone thither, with a 
young lady, a relation of Miss Gastleky*'*' 

* ' A reI$t]on of Atetiiea J " 

'* I was told so." 

* * Do you know her naaie ?" 

** If I am nol. Hiistaken, her jianae U- 
Eortescue," 

*^ Strange that i. should never hear that: 
she had a^ielation of that name living !'' 

" Nobody knew- it, I bdievCj till of a* 
htte) thougj(i they say she is very rich. 
She came here once in a carriage with ^ 
^aptaii^Dreadnpught, and it is said that: 
the Captain intends to marry her/' 

** Impossible 1" 

** I wooldn't say so, fer when i sa/w 
Hiem, they looked marvellously, fond of ' 

ch^other.*' 

Osfriek was pueried to comprehend who 
FortescuexK)uld be, that the Captain 

uld so suddenly. have become enamour* 

. with; but tha distress he was in om 

i:&> Alethea's> 
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Alethea's account would not permit 
his thoughts long to dwell on that sub* 
ject. 

** Has anything," said he^ "besides 
what you have already mentioned, of any 
consequence, oecurred m the family, du* 
fing my absence ?'* 

*' Yes, Mr. Belmont- *' 

* * Belmont ! what of Belmont ?'*^ 
" My master sent bim a challenge.'^ - 
'* Your master V* , 
^•Yes/' 

" Well, wliat then ?"^ 
*^ Mr. Belmont sent ym a letter in re- 
turn, which r.econcUcd my. master and 
mistress, who liad violently disagreed, 
upon some point or other, but a short 
.time before." 

**And what then?" 
** Why, my,master and mistress wer 
happy afterwards, as if there had been 
cross words between them; though I 
%cz knew what it was that had cai 

ileir 
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tlieir difference; and, as it was no con- 
cern of mine, I never endeavoured to 
find it out.'* 

'' And Belmont " 

*^ Oh ! he was never suffered to enter 
the Lodge afterwards, though he sent se* 
veral letters to make his peace here ; but, 
.however, he could never succeed. Miss 
Castleby was pestered with letters from 
him also.*^ 

'* Did she receive them ?" 
** Yes, but she sent them all back un- 
opened." 

** How are you aware of that ?" 
^* Because Mr. Stokes, when I happen- 
ed to be by, told my master so." 

** And where is Belmont at present ?'* 

^^ I believe he is at Bath too ; but he*s 

T^vithered to the bone — he's nothing like 

e man he used to be ; and his physician 

binks he'U die, unless Miss Alethea will 

itifionsent to forgive him ; for I suppose you 

>^}ieard how he insulted her, in forcing her 

away 
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away from her friends at ChicbesJefr. 
though I don't know the particulars of< 
the affair." 

'' Villain !'^ 

** I never had any greatopinion of hinv 
myself^a^d poor Miss Castlehy would 
tremble sqg t^t it used to be painful; dear 
hicart, to see her^ if she but heard his 



name.** 



** And he's at Bath too, you say ?'* 

*^ I understand so — I cannot be cerr 
tain." 

** Order me a post-chaise and fout. 
I'll set ofif for Bath instaaitly," 

** You'll meet the family on the Jx)adt 
then, Sir, for they'll certainly be &erc to- 
morrow, or the day after at farthest, ac- 
cording, to the letter I have received ; but : 
in my opinion, they'll be here before tor 
morrow night." -. :> 

A loud rap now called Arnold to ithe- 
door. On neturning, he exclaimed, ,withs. 
visible BalisfiactionT-*/ Heaven te praised,, 
here's 



ib. 
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stt least ! My master, ajnd the whole fa- 
il) ily, and Captain Dread nought, and 
Miss Fortescue, and Mr. and Mrai. Stokea, 
and I doa^t know wi>o, will all b^ here 
this eveiiing— for lucre's Nicholas, who 
has travelled all night, con^e on before^ 
to order every thing to be in readiness for. 
their rec^eption. — Bless my heart, how 
bappy they will all be. Sir, to see you P* 

Nicholas, was another servant on Mr. 
Somertpn's establishment 

^^ Did you ask Nicholas how Alethea 
was ?'V , 

'* I did ;. he said she was no worse 
than she had been for the last week or 
twoj nor did he think her any better; 
but in a very short time now, you wijl s^e 
li€r yourself ; and I am much mist aketi if 
yttiir presence doesn't do her more service 
than all the doctors united, or all the hot 

and Qpld waters in the kingdom could/' 

Osrick 
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Osrick was gladdened by the old man's- 
words, hut still the most' fearful appre- 
hensions gave agony to his heart. 

*^ Did you tell Nicholas, Arnold, tliat 
I was here? — if not, I mast beg of you to 
be silent on ^at subject for the present.*' 

*' Bless your honour, I told him yon 
were here,, the very first thing I acquainted 
him with, and happy enough it made 
him, and he*s now waiting in tile passage 
for you to grant him peraiission to- tell 
you so himself." 

Nicholas was admitted^ into tftc room,, 
and, as Arnold had stated, bis spirits, 
were,- indeed, at a happy pitcti^ in finding' 
his young master so unexpecti&dly at: 
home. ' ^ 

^ Osrick askefP him a number of ques- 
tions about Alethea and the family, but 
his replies w^re not more consolatory thaii 
Ai-nold's had proved. His father, he told. ' 
him, was almost as ilbas .Alethea* The 
oW gentleman, he said, shunned all fcom- 
pany^, would, lock himself up in a room. 

forr 
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for hburs, from whence, as he would 
again make his appears n'c^^ his pale face 
and swollen eyes but too clearly proved 
that he passed the whole of such tempo- 
rary seclusions in weeping. In Mrs. So- 
mer^on's and Alcthea's presence, he would 
endeavou^ to appear resigned; but the 
grief that preyed upon his heart was but 
too visible Xo all of them, and which gra- 
dually undermined bis health, and ema- 
ciated bis frame. Sometimes his tears 
Would gush forth, in the presence of his 
friends, when he would abruptly leave 
them, .Mtd such paroxysms of sorrow had 
occa&iomlty dreadfully afflicted Alethea 
and his wife. 

Osrick shed tears at the distressing nar- 
rative, nor could Arnold listen to the 
words he heard with dry eyes. 

* * There has been sad work in the fa- 
mily, sure enough!" ejaculated the old 
man, •' but the storm's over, and, undbr 
Heaven, I trust, it will be all sunshine 
UQwr 

Belmont^ 
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Belmont, • Osrick found, was really a(r 
Bath, and was very HI there, , and that it 
had been partly on his account that Ale- 
thea had been removed from the place so- 
soon, as Mr. and Mrs. Stokes had origi- 
nally intended to remain with her for 
at least tbr^e months there, that she^ 
niiglxl; receive the full benefits, if any. 
coulcj he dei^ir^ed therefconv of the Battr 
waters. 

The sable livery of Nicholas, Arnold- 
being in a drab moruing frocJl; :at first 
struck Osripk, and he now enquired^ for 
whom the family was in momillf^^ NU 
cholas smiled, and scarcely Icbuir what 

* 

answer to return, though Osrick was 
sooa apprised that the mournful costume 
had been assumed in consequence of his 
supposed death. 

* * Thank Heaven," exclaimed Arnold, 
** the gloomy trappings will now be cast 
aside, for my master and mistress, and all 
the family, look frightfully melancholy. 
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in them. I shall never like a black coat 
again as long as I live !" 

Osrick, at the moment, recollected the 
>ypr(Js of his esteemed benefactress at 
Buenos Avres — ** The tears," she had 
said, ^*. which shall flow on your account, 
shall be wiped away by the cause of them. 
Their days of mourning," alluding to his 
friends, " shall have an gnd ere they are 
well begun ; and their happitiess shall be 
rendered the more gratefully permanent, 
by- tbe^^;2i^m which bad enveloped it;'^ 
and &ryently did he mentally pat up a 
prayer, ^^j^ her words, in their amplest 
jBCBS^j ip^t ^e verified* 
. Osrick. now begged of Arnold and Ni- 
cholas not to let his, return, at that time;, 
be made known to any other individuals 
of the family, as he did not -wish that his 
iriends should be ^oo abruptly surprised 
by his presence—'* When my father ar- 
nves, Arnold,'* said he, *' give him the 
letter you received from me yesterday, 
but do it privately. You can call him 



aside, 
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asitle, by telling liim you have something; 
to communicate for his ear alone, and 
which, you know, will be speaking 
strictly true : but be sure that Alethea^; 
nor 3'our mistress, nor any of the ladies, 
notice your proceeding; and, I trusty 
you have skill efiough, in the best man* 
ner, to execute the remainder of your 
mission, and in which you must, in a 
great degree, be regulated by circum* 
stances. My father, at firsts cannot sup* 
pose metobein the house, and,* therefore, 
do not you too suddenly undeceii^e him. 
In the interim, you must sipciV^ the lA 
one of the rooms in which thett » the 
least probability of my being interrupted; 
but let it be one from which I may obtain/ 
a partial view of what is going op, that, 
is when the family arrives, for I am io^- 
patient to be blest in once more beholding 
them.*' 

Arnold promised to be attentive to his 
instructions, and both to be as secret .8S 
he advised. 

Heavily 



Heavily passed this day with Osrick ; 
the minutes, he ahnost imagiQed, bad 
been lengthened to hours, to torture him, 
and every hovr was an age. 

The arrival of other servants, however, 
about fjve o'clock in the afternoon, an- 
nounced . ^ 

THM WELCOME CZrALCZDE 

4 • 

« 

to be at hand ; ancj soon after the family 
coach. . the ^carriage of Mr. and Mrs. 

" . • if." " ' 

Stokes, And the three post-chaises and. 
lbur^.^witl\ a suitable number of outriders, 
faaUed ar the.L(Hlge. 

The sabje. habiliments of those in the 
. respective carriages, ,and the correspon- 
ding gloom of the ; livery of the ser- 
vants, gave a moyrnful appearance to the 
scene, and which, being heightened by 
the serious and solemn demeanour of the 
collective assemblage, might well have 
•occasioned the supposition, in a stranger, 

that 
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that tlieVhole of them had but just re* 
turned from a funeral. 

Osrick was so situated, by the con- 
trivance of Arnold, as to have a full view 
of the entrance-hall, where the several 
parties were to alight, by keeping the 
door of a small parlour, in which he was, 
on the jar, and which was at too great a 
distance from them to endanger his being 
seen, or to cause any suspicions to arise 
it was not his desire to excite. 

From the first carriage he saw draw up 
to the door, alighted his father; but how 
altered in appearance since the tinie of 
their parting ! His ruddy countenance 
had assumed a sallow complexion, and 
his whole figure seemed fast sinking under 
the fell incroachments of decay. Osrick's 
heart throbbed with agony thus to behold 
him ; and how gladly would he have 
shewn himself, to offer those affectionate 
congratulations which the first s/glrt of 
him inspired I but he dared not ; hit 

.tears, 



■ : 1 . ; 
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1:ears, therefore, were shed in privatei 
and known to no x)ne 4)ut himself. ' 

His father now assisted Mrs. Somerton 
from the carriage ; a gentleman followed 
her, whom O^rick knew not, but from 
his supporting Constance, as she alighted, 
he rightly concluded him to be Mr. Bly- 
field. 

This carriage now moved off, and that 
K>f Mr. Stokes appeared, from which de-- 
«cepded that gentleman and his good 
lady; but sensibly indeed was Osrick af- 
fected, when he saw them support from it 
the idol 4of his thoughts, his dearly be- 
loved Aldthea. Ill and languid she did 
indeed appear ; the roses of the cheeks, 
and even the vermeil of the Mps, were gone, 
and dimmed was the lustre of her eyes. A 
faintness seemed to overpgwer her senses 
as she reached the hall ; she complained 
jipf a swimming in her head, and begged 
of those that supported not to let hcf go. 
A . chair . was then procured, in which 
tbey;:placed her, and then, with anxious 

tenderness^ 
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, tenderness, they damped, with some vo- 
latile essence, her temples, but it did not 
speedily revive her. 

. Osrick's soul, as he beheld this cere- 
mony, had nearly burst its mortal con- 
fines — he gasped for breath — he believed 
her dying — his eyes became fixed, and 
his feet were rivet ted to the floor. The 
moment was too pregnant withr anguish to 
be dei^cribed. 

The dulcet sounds. of her voice at 
length shot hope to his hearty and IiQ 
breathed again. 

^' I am better," -faintly articulated 
Alethea; ** I am^better now, aiid with 
your assistance, my beloved friends, I 
will attempt to walk up stairs." 

Mr. and Mrs. Stokes, followed by Mr. 
and Mrs. Bly field, and a, pretty nymph^ 
Avhom Osrick was convinced he had seen 
before, l^ut where he could not Tecollect^ 
and .who had alighted from the carriage 
after Alethea, now supported the lovely 
iavalid away. 

His 
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His father and Mrs. Somerton still 
continued in the hall, to welcome those 
in the third carriage to the Lodge, and 
from which, with mingled sensations of 
Surprise and satisfaction, Osrick now saw 
descend his esteemed friend Dreadnought, 
and the interesting heroine of Monte 
. Video, Clara ! 

Surelj', thotight Osrick, Clara cannot 
be the Miss Fortescue that Arnold talked 
of! but then he remembered that thet)ld 
man had said that Miss Fnrtescne was a 
near relation of Alethea, and that rircun- 
stance at once expelled the growing su >- 
position. 

Dreadnought and Ciara, and Mr. an.' 
Mrs, SoTiicrton, now disappeared, t 
other carriages only containing tlie t. 
male attendants qf the several parties. 

The hall was now deserted, anJ (Xsiu k* 
•becaoie impatient once more to beiioK! Ai 
nold. He was on the rack of suspense re 
fepecting Alethea, and one word to ha\e 
informed him that she was souiewliiri 

VOL. ill. K ' nxoic 
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more revived, would have rendered him 
comparatively happy. 

He doubted not, however, but Arnold, 
would attend to the instructions he had 
given him; nor was he deceived — for ere 
his father bad joined the company in the 
drawing-room, the old man called him 
asidC; and, in a whisper, begged to say a 
few words to him in private, ;ia he had 
something very particular to communicate 
to him* 

There was an appearance of hilarity in 
the old man's features, such as had not • 
of late been very often seen there, as he 
urged his request, and which his master 
noticed with 

but said nothmg, merely waving his 
hand for him to descend the stairs, wbich 
he accordingly did, and Mr. Somerton 
followed him. 

Osrick saw them cross the hall, and 

ent^t 
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enter an apartment which opened into it. 
His heart palpitated with increased vio* 
lence, for he saw, by Arnold's manner, 
that he was about to fulfil the mission 
with which he was entrusted. 

Having entered the room, Arnold 
closed the door. 

*• Now, Arnold," said Mr. Somerton, 
'* what is the momentous business you 
have to disclose to me? Your counte- 
nance indicates that you suppose your 
communication will give me pleasure^ but 
I fear you will find yourself mistaken.'* 
/* I hope not. Sir," said Arnold." 

** But to the point," exclaimed his 
master, *' for I have but little time to 
waste with you." 

** I have heard news, Sir, from abroad." 

*' What news ?" 

'^ That my young master is supposed 
to be living.*' 

** Impossible ! Blockhead, how dare 
you wound my feelings, by touching on 
that subject?", 

K 2 *M would 
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'* I would not have done so if I had 
not had good reasons for my conduct." " 

** Begone ! and trouble ine no more 1" 

** Pray hear me !" 

^iV. Sonierton, with a frown, now made 
for the door himself. 

*' Hold, Sir !". ex^claimed Arnold, 
*' your son lives ! — upon my soul, I de- 
ceive you not !" 

Struck by the singular energy of his 
words, and the anguished firmness of his 
manner, his master returned. An ihde- 
scrilnible sensation shot through him at the 
xnonienf, and, tremblingly, -he seated him- 
svlf, and wiped the flew, which the force 
of his feelings had raised there, from his 
venerable brow. 

" YQur son lives 1" repeated Arnold, 
^' and will shortly' be in England !" 
. *' Arnold, you have pierced me to the 
soul with your words ! — What is it you 
Avould say ? this suspense is terrible ; but 
if you have presumed to raise hopes in 
jne, that, in the sequel, }ou cannot rea- 
lize, 
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lize, you \vill have shorteneil my days.'' 
' •* When did I tell you a lie ?" ' 

^* Never." 

'* Your son is rn England !*' 

Mr. Somerton started ; a burning glow 
was at his heart-*his lips quivered, as he 
essayed to speak, but no sounds passed 
them. The recollected impossibility, as 
he imagined, of his son's being alive, 
however, presently gave a new turn to 
his • 

jfOONT, 

and' a fro wii. dangerously menacing con- 
tracted his brow, Arnold observed it, 
and produced tlie letter. 

•* Do yo\i know that hand- writings 
Sir?" said he. His master snatched the 
paper from his hand, and the recollection 
of the well-known characters almost took 
awayjiis senses. . 

The letter was rent in many places, as, 

K 3 ia 
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iit the delirium of the moment, lie at- 
tempted to open it. 

** My boy lives !" he exclaimed, as the 
paper dropped from his hands, "and he 
ijuoluntarily sank on his knees. ** Thank 
God !" he continued, as in 
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• he clasped hi« hands together, and raised 
his eyes to Heaven — '* thank God ! my 
boy lives, and I shall once more behold 
him ! Oh, thou all-wise, all good, and 
great Eternal 1 deign to accept the prayer 
of thankfulness from thy humbled ser- 
vant, whom thou thus preserveal; frotn 
affliction ! In thee I trusted, and thou 
hast poured the balm of gladness into my 
aching heart, and dissipatetl my woe. To 
thee must I ascribe every blessing I en- 
joy, and, oh! teach me howlo pour forth 
my grateful adoration in the way that 
AviU be most acceptable to thee, and :eter- 

nallv 
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nalJy to glorify thy name ! Oh ! Osricky 
tny beloved son, when wilt thou receive 
thy parent's embrace, and cheer him witb 
thy presence ?" 

fHE JFFBCTJOlfiTE MEETING 

could be delayed nO longer, for his last 
words reached Osrick in his concealment ; 
he therefore rushed into the room^ 
where Arnold had just raised his- master 
from bis devout ^ttitude^ and his'/itheK 
the next iuStai^ty sprung into his arttiB, 

Osrick trembled universally; neithel^v^ . 
for some time, could articulate a word ;'^: ^^^ 
-and poor old Arnold, in whom age had 
blunted the finer feelings of nature, Wialft 
so melted by the scene that lie sobbed^ 
aloud. 

** My dear, dear father," at length re- 
spired Osrick, ** moderate your astonish- 
ment. — ^The joy of beholding you ts 
changed to grief, in the distressing emo*- 
tions that liiy appearance excites. Be 

K. 4 calm> 
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calm, he composed, or yoii will make me 
miserable." 

'* My boy ! my dear boy ! I am happy 
now ! — very, very happy !" ejacuUited the 
• affectionate parent, as a shower of tearf 
relieved his oppiessed senses, and his 
head reclined on the shoulder of his son, 
•* I shallnot quit the world in'sorronr 
now, for njy child will close my eyes, and 

preserve my family from fading-*— my 
name from being lost. Heavenly powers! 
grant— oh! grant me strength to bear the 
tide of rapture that now gushes in* upon 
.-me, and nearly overwhelms my soul in a 
-■ "^ «ea of bliss i'» 

As the first gust of joyful surprise be- 
gan to subside, and happiness less enerva- 
ting to predominate, the door of the 
room .was suddenly opened, and JVIrs- 
Somerton entered. She shrieked at be- 
holding Osrick, and would have fallen to 
the floor, had he not timely rushed for- 
ward, and saved her. 

The confusion this event occasioned, 

^ and 
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• . ■ * 

* and the cause of it, was so6n communicated 
to those above stklrs; and presently after, 
Mr. and Mrs. Stokes, Mr. and Mrs. Bly- 
field, Captain Dreadnbught and Clara, 
in rapid succession, entered the room. 

The bliss-frauo-ht scene that ensued 
may well be conceived. Mrs. Somerton, 
who having missed her husband, and 
fearing that the fatigues of the jour- 
ney fniglit have made him ill, and had 
arrived the^e in her search for him, was 

'speedily recovered from the alarming 
eflRjcts of the surprise that had seized her, 
.and her husband was almost wild with de- 
light. Clara shed tears of gratitude, as 
she again beheld the preserver of. her ho- 
nour ; and Dreadnought shook hirn by. 
the hand, with a. fen^our that feelingly, 
evinced how deeply and sincerely, he re- 
joiced to see him. Mrs.. Blyfield. and: 
her parents, w^re scarcely less transported: 
in beholding him, and the first tranquil 
moment was embraced to introduce; hiiu. 
to the husband 6f Constance. 

K 5. There 
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. There was ttiU one dear object wanting^ 
and with visible anxiety*and distress did 
Osrick occasionally look towards th^ 
door, with the fervent hope of perceiving 
her. 

What was passing in his mind was ea- 
sily read by almost.all present. 

•* My poor Alethea/* said MrSi Stokes, 
*'a little overcome by the fatigues of 
her journey, though we only travelled a 
distance of forty miles to-day, has fallen 
into a bleep, and I hope it will prove a 
refreshing one, on the bed, and, of course, 
is ignorant of your return ; noi* would I 
wish her to be apprized of it loo suddenly, 
as such a surprise, in the very weak state 
she is in, may operate unfavourably/' 

** Has she been, or is she^ at this. time, 
very ill ?" enquired Osrick, with a tender 
anxiety he could not conceal. 

'*Her malady," replied Mrs. Stokes, 
** is far beyond the art of a physician to 
remove !*' . - 

*' My dear Madam," said Osrick, 

**ybu 
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*^you much alarm me!-rrl3 »he, indeed, 
so very ill ?'V / 

*' The malady ^hat affects her is seated^ 
in the mind," said she ; ** perhaps ^o«r 
return, and a little cheerful companyi 
mtfy now be conducive to her recovery ." 

Osrick seemed a little confused, as 
Mrs. Stokes strongly emphasized the word^ 
ffpurf indicating that she was no stranger 
to his passion. *Not appearing to notice 
his embarrassment, however; she con- 
tinued — ^* Though I assure you, Osrusk, 
^e has bfien^ and is at this time exceed- 
Higly weak and ill.** 

** And yet,'* observed he, ** you haye 
ventured to leave her alone !'* 

** You might have, spared me that re- 
proach," said she, smiling, ** until you* 
hadascertained that I was deserving of it. 
Annette is with her, and a. kind, good* 
girl she is;: and Alethea is much attached 
to her.'* 

"Annette!*" said Oirick, *^ surely L 
have heard that name before !!' . 

K.6' "To> 
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** To be 8ure you have, my dear boy/' 
exclaimed his father ; " it wa* you that 
introduced her to my acquaintance. 
She was with Mrs. Manderson wheh yoa 
left us. You remember the unfortunate 
fate of her parents, the effect of the in- 
Luman proceedings of Puffarden ? Ale- 
thea, with the consent of her aunt, and 
*at my recommendation, engaged Annette 
as her attendant, now many months ago, 
and both, I believe, are perfectly satisfied 
with each other." 

It now occJurred to Osrick, that An- 
nette it was that he had seen descend from . 
the carriage after Alethea, though, as she 
was grown taller in his absence, he could 
not immediately recall his knowledge of 
her to memory. 

** And where is Puffarden *now ?" en- 
quired Osrick. 

*' I can scarcely tell you," replied bis 
father, ** for 1 have not had the misfor- 
tune to meet with him since I forbade 
him my house ; though I understand that 

he 
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he is still to be found in the neighbour- 
hood." 

The conversation now became lively 
and general, sorrow appeared to have 
been discslrdecl the Lodge, and Osrickfelt 
himself much easier, as he found that no 
very serious apprehensions were entertain- 
ed for the fate of Alethea. • 

Osrick had removed with the company 
into the drawing-room, but when Alethea 
was announced to have been refreshed by 
the short sleep she had enjoyed, and was 
preparing to join their part}', he, accom- 
panied by Dreadnought only, removed to 
another room. 

The Captain, when alone with him, 
with an. effervescence of manner which 
strongly evinced his attachment to him, 
again assured him how happily his return 
had been felt by him. 

** I can tell you," said he, •' that 
your death was regarded by me as certain ; 
and 1 even went so far as to tell your fa- 
ther that, from indisputable authority, I 

had 
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had' heard that you had been taken by the 
enemy, and died of your wounds a|; 
Buenos Ayres; as I thought even thad^ 
Avas ^ess calculated to torture him, than 
that which l really feared to be the truth. 
In the name of wonder, how did you es" 
cape? for that you were forced from the 
ruins by the robbers, I am certain." 

Osrick tiere gare him an account of 
every thing that had happened to him; 
and Dreadnought, when he had finished 
the eventful story; surprised him, by tel* 
ling him that the miniature he had lost 
was safe in his possession. 

*' In return for your narrative, now,'* 
said he, ** I'll give you an account of all 
that has occurred to me; and I promise 
you I have some astonishing circum- 
stances to relate, since our unfortunate 
separation, and with the whole of which^ 
you, at present, must be unacquainted*" 

DRE2LDNOUQHT*S NARRATirB, 

therefore, was immediately commenced ;. 

but. 
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but the reader being already apprwed of 
the circumstances that took place in the 
ruins, prior to the military being assem- 
bled in the dome-surmounted apartment, 
with the determination of examining 
that cave of horrors which opened into 
ity we shall take up the Captain's words 
only from that period. 

^* The shocking figure in the dis- 
tance," he continued, '* and the singular 
kind of noise that we heard, was far from 
bjeing pleasant to any of us ; however, we 
resolved to penetrate and unravel thehid- 
. den mysteries of the place, and a most 
dreadfully dispjiisting task it proved. 

** Heaps of dead bodies, some in the 
last stage of decay, and some that ap- 
peared to have been but recently deprived 
of life, we had there to behold, forming 
one horrible and confused heap, in the 
centre of which was the ghastly tigure jve 
had before partially distinguished, and 
which was tlie same that you had pre- 
viously described to me. 

*' This 



^ji 
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^' This object, we found, was a corpse 
of no cciiTimon dimensions, and which 
had been fixed, with large nails and hoops 
of iron, to a post or pillar that was a sup- . 
port to the arch tliat separated it from the 
cells above. The lambent fire that played 
about the body was the ineffectual glare 
of the glow-worm, M'hich probably had 
generated there, rendering terrifically vi- 
sible what it had not tJie power to con* 
sume. 

** The fluttering sounds we heard, we- 
found, proceeded from a wretched object, 
whose spirit had not then left him, but 
M ho scarcely survived our discovery a mi- 
nute. You may very easily suppose that 
our visit there was made as short as pos- 
sible, and I much doubt if there were any 
of us that possessed the resolution to have^ 
entered it again. 

^ ** By the prisoner we had taken, and 
whom, by threats, we intimidated to con- 
ftss all he knew of the horde, we learned, 
that the reeking cavern we had explored; 

was* 
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was the general receptacle of their deacl> 
and that the body fixed to the pillar had 
been formerly one of the bantliiti; bat 
who, had been put to death, and his re- 
anainsso dispose<l of, a great many months 
before, for aiming to destroy their chief. 
.The terrible object that had so surprised 
you on a former occasion, was also 
another of the gang, who had been deep- 
ly^ wounded for betraying symptoms of 
insubordination, and committed to the 
cave to die, just before you had afforded 
him an opportunity of stalking from it. 
JBeing met, however, by several of the 
•miscreants in the vaulted passage of the 
iron gate, he had been turned back, and 
soon after dispatched by them. 

V* The villain frpm whom I gained my 
information,, also confessed that he had 
beea your guide to the road which led to 
Monte Video, after you had parted from 
the Guaderios ; that it had been his in- 
tention to conduct you to the ruins, not 
then supposing that you knew any thing 

of 
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of the plac^ had not you timely prevent- 
ed him; and that, on your giving him his 
liberty, he had met one of the Pampas^ 
armed with a fusee, who, happily, was^ 
not successful in the subsequent attempt 
that was made on your life. 

*'The sounds of voices and footsteps,^ 
that had at first induced us to suppose 
the ' Pampas were returning, we found 
were occasioned by a large party of the 
inhabitants of Monte Video, that the 
magistrates there had sent to. our assist> 
ance ; those we left at the ruins, busily^ 
eaiployed in demolishing the place; and,, 
though spiritless on your account, .we re»- 
traced our steps to the town, taking our 
prisoner with us, and also the old man^ 
who, even at that time^ was. in the ago^ 
nies of death. 

'* For him 1 procured a decent apart^ 
ment, and sent our surgeon to him ; but 
the former I committed to the custody of 
the police ofticcrs, telling tliem, that on 
the following day I would iulerrogate 

him: 
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him farther. This I did ; and on my de- 
scribing the trap, through which you had 
descended, he confirmed my fears of 
your having fallen into the hands of the 
Pampas, and mentioned your death as 
inevitable. 

** There were many such traps in the 
ruins, he said, a.s that through which you 
had passed ; but they had not been form- 
ed by the Pampas, they bad found them 
there, he said, when thiey discovered the 
arches, many years before, and of the. 
origin of which he could give no other 
-^account, nor. could any one that I sub- 
.^equently questioned on the subject, than 
that they were supposed to have been the 
foundations of a castle, or state prison, 
centuries ago. 

** Clara, this day, I found was consi- 
derably recovered, though I deferred 
• seeing her until the day after; but to the 
old man, for whom I had provided such at- 
teiftions and accommodations as his case 
required, I was summoned by the sur- 

geou, 
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geon, who told me that he had expressed 
an urgent desire to si>eak with his deli- 
verer, and- the deliverer of his niece ; for 
the surgeon had apprized him of chose 
circumstaBGes, and who then requested 
of me to visit his patient as speedily as 
po^ihle, or I should not find hfm alive. 

*' I accordingly accompanied him to^ 
the sick man's room. 1 found him^q^ite 
sensible, though evidently at the door of 
death. Something that he wished to 
communicate, and yet feared to do it, I 
saw increased his agonies, and which I 
did not hesitate to mention to him, urg« 
ing him to unburthen his mind to mej, 
and despair not of Heaven's forgiveness? 

*' Pcditence for his crimes was visible 
in the scalding tears that started from bis 
sunken eyes, as he yielded to my request. 
Iwas Milh him about two hours,, and in 
disjointed sentences, ' tlvough perfectly 
• coherent when connected, I arrived at 
the source of his affliction; and of which, 
that you may the sooner comprehend tha 

catuie 
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nature of it, I wiil draw for you the cor- 
rect outline in mv own way. 

** In the first place, I must inform you 
that his name was Grassingly ; hut I am 
inclined to suppose, thoiiG^h you men- 
tioned it not to me, that you must have 
recognized his person in jhe ruins. 

**This Grassinfi^ly had an only sister, 
who married a merchant in London, of 
the name of Fortescue, the uncle of your 
Miss Castleby, he being the brother of 
her mother, and of the first wife of Mr. 
Stokes, The issue of this marriage was a 
dauy;hter, the lovely creature that wc 
rescued from the robbers, and who is, at 
present, with your father and friends in 
the ^If^wiwg-foom. The birt^h of Clara, 
liowever, terminated the life of her mo- 
ther, and ^ unconquerable meUncholy, 
in consequence, took possession of her 
father. Grassingly was a constant visi- 
tant at his house, and so attached did he 
appear to his brother-iu-law, that, at the 
expiration of ten years, when his physi- 
cian 
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cian recommended change of climate, 
and hinted that the atmosphere of the 
comtinent might be serviceable to his 
health, he accompanied him and his 
daughter to the south of France. 

** There they coDtiuued three years, 
but Mr. FortescuCj deriving^ no benefit 
from his situation, at the expiration of 
tiiikt time, they returned to England, 
about three months subsequent to which, 
the invalid, in the arms of his daughter 
and brother in-law, breathed his last. 

*' The sad and solemn rites being ad- 
ministered to his remains, the will of the 
deceased was opened, and the surprise of 
Clara you may well imagine, though grief 
for her father's death almost superseded 
the pain of every other sensation^ when 
she found herself left totally dependant 
on her uncle, the whole of the immense 
property of her father, and which be had 
principally realized in trade, being be- 
queathed to Grass! ngly, with the excep- 
tion of three hundred a-y ear only, to be 
3 paid 
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*paid by him to Clara, wheti she had 
turned the age of twenty, until which 
time he was to provide for her in whatever 
way he thought best. I read your sur- 
prise. This will Grassingly confessed to 
me he had forged, having suborned a 
wretch of an attorney to his purpose, and 
witnesses to attest the deed ; though he 
likewise made known to me where the ge-* 
nuine writings were deposited, and which 
he had never possessed the courage to de- 
stroy ; and those writings have since fallen 
into my hands. 

** Thus successful in his designs, he 
turned the greater part of the estates into 
cash, vesting the money, in his own name, 
in the funds, and then fixed his residence 
in a remote part of Cumberland, allowing 
hia niece only one female attendant, a 
creature of his will, who was appointed 
to tyrannize, guard, and watch over her, 
scarcely allowing her to breathe the 
wholesome air of Heaven, and never be- 
yond 
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yond the limits of an enclosed walk at- * 
lached to the house. ■ 

** Though in possession of so muph 
wealth, avarice had, at this- tiiHb, • so 
steeled his heart, that lie had not the 
power to enjoy it; and the three hiindred 
a-vcar to be allowed to Clara, When 'she 
arrived at a certain age, he now began to • 
curse his folly for having introduc&dintp 
the will; and he determined to* ^ devise 
means to avoid the payment of it, before 
the stijnihited period ai rived. 

•' In Cmr.beiland he continued until 
Clara was eighteen years of age, when 
the people in the neighbourhood, he fan- 
cied, began lo notice him with an eye of 
suspicion; he- therefore secretly disposed 
of his property in that quarter, removed, 
and fixed his residence in that miserable 
])ouse, which belonged to him,' a$. m^'cH as 
tlie grounds thereabout^ in which you 
and Belmont saw him. 

'* About three months after*their arri- 
val 
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val at that solitary place, tlie old womaa, 
the attendant on Clara^ dk4i sind he was 
some litile time ere he could procare* 
another that would answer his purpose— 
eventually, however, he srucceeded, 

'^ In the interim, he caused a mmoar 
to be curculated, that it was his niece who 
had so suddenly expired ; an,d as thecofBn-*^ 
plate bore her name, and otber^ measures 
were successfully adopted to aid the de* 
ception^^ the failacy of the. rumour was ne* 
ver found out. 

^^ Clara was now literally immured 
from all society, and buried, as it were, 
alive.- She was never seen by any otie, 
her femaU guardian excepted, and him* 
self. 

** The fear of ultimate detection tor^^ 
turing him day and night, ^e bous^ in 
which he lived was^deemed too insecure 
for her" confinement, abd the subterra- 
neous recess in the coppice was ulti- 
mately had recourse to, and to that 
place, by night, she waa removed^- 

VOL. in. h "T^c^ 
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y This cave liad been formed by a nu- 
iperous body of smugglers, many years, 
before it had devolved to Grass! ngly, by 
the death of his father, as a secret recep- 
tacle for their contraband effects ; but by 
GrassjDgiy they had been warped to 
abandon it, and accordingly they had 
done 80. 

. " You know how the entrance to this 
place was fenced, to prevent access to its 
interior parts; and two or three men, 
after Clara was removed to it, Grassingly 
had constantly in pay, to pre vent any per- 
sons from entering it. * 

''Accident gave you a sight of the 
cave. On that night Grassingly had visited 
it himself; and as the storm wore awa}^, 
lie took a general survey of the wood, 
which, you'kmow, is not very extensive, 
to ascertain, notwithstanding the incle- 
mency of the night, that his corrupt 
minions were on the alerte. 

''He saw you on the slope of the hill 
as the meteor burst ; a!ud him |t was tliat. 

your 
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your so suddenly crossing the woodea 
bridge,^ struck into the ditch, placing 
him knee-deep ia the water only, for He 
did not lose his balance, and from which 
situation he cautiously extricated himself, 
urilieard by and unknown to you* 

** He it was that followed you into the 
wood ; and, as his 'guilty fears whispered 
to him, that you could have nothing 
short of the^developing of' his iniquities 
in view, the desperation of the moment 
caused him to snap a pistol at yaur head, 
and which had certainly destroyed you, 
had not the damps of the night so pene- 
trated the lock, that the priming only 
partially exploded. 

** Disappointed in his intent. Grass- 
ingly stiH watched you ; he heard you 
raise the horizontal door of the cave, arid 
saw you descend the steps. His fears, he 
now felt, were confirmed ; that you had 
ventured thitlier todiscover the prison of 
his iirecc, and nothing but your death 
promised him security. His agents he 

L 2 now 
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now searched for and found. He stated 
to them what had happened. TAieyt as 
well as himself, he observed, ^buld be 
brought to the bar of justice^ if the se^ 
crets of that cave were brought to light ; 
the real nature of which, however, none 
of them precisely understood. Their fears, 
however, were presently roused, and the 
oftcr of additional rewards for your de- 
struction co-operated to induce them to 
fall in with the measure. The words you 
heard, as they were descending the cave, 
were uttered by Grassingly. The manner 
in which you had escaped, was very soon 
found out ; but as the old woman who 
attended on Clara had seen nothing of 
you, it was evident that you had not pe- 
netrated to her concealment* There are 
se^'eral apartments in tha,t place ; the one 
you entered, which had a square stone^ 
not unlike a pedestal, in its centre, had 
I)een the carousing arch of the smugglersr 
The stone was their makeshift for a*^ tatble. 
The door you unbolted led to an iempty 

i - *v4uft; 
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Tauft. 9oine loose chains hung about the 
door. The smugglers had occasionally 
used them in securing their casks and 
packages, and had left them there.— It 
must have been the rattling of those yoa 
heard. There are two subterraneous en* 
trances, to the place, , besides tlie hori* 
zontal door in the coppice. The paths to 
the latter forjp a kind of labyrinth ; you, 
however, by the streaming light, con- 
trived to reach it, Ibough, even in the 
blaze of day, it requires no trifling degree 
of labour and perseverance to find it out. 
^' But, by a shorter road than you had 
pursued through the subterraneous pa§» 
89g^9 Grassingly and his trusty agents 
hoped ;ta£ut off your retreat. You know 
how you were subsequently attacked, 
when the villain missed his aim. From 

* ■ 

the stunning effects of the blow you gave 
b^m^ lid very soon recovered, and, wkh 
tKe others, proceeded across the hill, to > 
tnterciept you iu the road that led from 
the valley ; but you, timely observing, 
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baulked their design, and totallj eluded 
them. 

*' Several days, were passed by Grass- . 
iugly in the most horrid state of suspense. 
No notice that any proceedings were 
]ikely to be commenced against ' him 
reached his ears; and he was beginning 
to lose his apprehensions for what would 
followi when you and Belmont visited 
Jixm. You then but little suspected the 
real cause of his agitation. When yau 
left him^ he determined, to remove from 
that part of the world, and from England, 
as soon as possible. He saw you discours- 
ing with Judith, and Judith was no more 
permitted to enter his house. Notwith* 
standing he had been induced to part 
with large sums of money to the nefarious 
wretches he employed, his love of the shin- 
ing ore you are aware of. He almost 
starved himself to save expences, and 
Clara fared but little better. Judith's 
supplies from the workhouse, he acknow- 
Ijedged to me, had been bis chief support;. Tt^ 
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but iti Judith, after being seen with yoii, 
he Could no longer confide. Resolved 
upon a removal himself, and tortured to 
the soul lest the warrant with which he 
had been threatened should be served on 
him, he paid a penitential visit to Clara 
in the coppice. He confessed to her that< 
he was sensible that he had barbarously 
treated her, but promised^ if she would 
consent to accompany him to *Americay 
that the whole bulk of bis fortune, at hi» 
demise, should devolve to her ; and that») 
at the age of twenty, he would allow her 
six hundred a-year instead of three# and; 
she should no longer be subjected to hia$ 
controul. Though Clara did not alto*; 
gelher believe that he would keep-I^ii:: 
word with her, yet as any. situation wiwi» 
better than her then present pnife, sbe^ 
started no objection to his plan. He, con-; 
seqirently, in a post-chaise, set off with 
^ and, her attendant the same evening/t 
. aiid, travelling all night, reached Dovert 
the next day. _ -..i 

. L 4 ** Buenos 
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'* Buenos Ayres, at that time, was 
considered as our*s for everj hceasijy, 
therefore, obtained a passage in a vessel 
bound for that place, and which they all 
three reached in safety. 

** At Buenos Ayres he intended to pa^ 
,tbe remainder of his days, and was devi- 
sing means of turning the whole of his 
cash in the British funds into mercbat^ 
dize, and* he exulted in the hope that he 
Aould therdby bfi enabled to double his 
capital. 

^* Th5 recapture of the place by the 
^Spaniards, however, gave a diiferent 
complexion to affairs there; and he and 
bis nieee, as you know, were made pri,- 
jdners by the Pampas, as well as Clara's 
aged, but vile attendant, in their pro- 
gress from thence for Monte Video. The 
latter has never since been heard of. , 

•* You may guess with what astonish 
ment I Jistened to the words of the dyi|i(| 
man. What you had some weeks befoce 
related to me, enabled me to pat se%'eral 

interrosrationy 



interrogations to him respecting the cop- 
pice, all of which he satisfactorily aft* 
swered. He felt, he said, that his ernd 
Vas approaching, and he wished to ihatai 
every atonement for his crimes. The 
will of his brother-in-law, Archibald Tot^ 
tescue, he enjoined me to deliver to hii 
litece, Clara Fbrtescue, in case shi; Itvect 
to return to England, alid if not, ttf 
Alethea . Castleby, the only surviving 
daughter of the late Benjaniih and Ale^ 
thea Castleby, and who resided witti k 
Mr. and Mrs. Stokes, of Stokfr-honse^ in 
the county of Rutland, btit who passed 
much of their time in the vicinity of So* 
snerton L.odg«, in the county of Sussex. 
^* He then instracted the #here to find 
the said deed, beneath the flooring of % 

1 

room,' in the lone house in which yen and 
Belmont satr him. It was this room that 
lie atway s kept fiocked ; the key of it he 
Iwd d^osited tfi the iron chest ; 'and thifc 
iDey of thaft chest abo be told me where to 
fidd/* -ft • ■ 
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. ** And have you reaily got the will id 
your po&session at this time?" inquired 
Q:ujck, who, till now, in mute astonish- 
znent, had listened to his^words. 
' . " Clara has it," said he. *: By virtue ' 
of that instrument, she is the- inheritress 
<tf immense property ; it also, contains a 
bequest of ten thousand pounds to hec 
ctusin Alethea. • 

*' But;: t9 fiqish with Grassingly. Ut« 
own properly, real and personal, of all 
and every desqriptipn whatsoever, " he be- 
queathed' to Clara. This X committed to 
p^per for him,: which he signed^ and it - 
was also signed and .attested by the sur* 
geon^; and,- since my return to £ngland^ 
I have legalized the document with the 
prQper stamps.- 

; ** I have introduced m^ny^ circumr 
ttainces iii*S9y statement; to save titeev 
wbich were not immediately mentioned 
by. Grassingly, ihougb they were the re^ 
suit of his confession ; but I toldryou be- 
fore I began, that I should give you the ' 

outlines 
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outlines of my discoveries in my own 
way. 

*^ Grassingly did not survive the day of 
his confession ; he died about an hour, 
after I left him. He had been nearly 
starved in his cohfinemient by the robbers, 
and the damps of his cell had penetrated 
to his heart, rendering bis recovery iin-. 
possible. He was' a sadi fellow, bjit he; 
died a penitent. Remorse jG^rst preyed 
iipon his soul when he beheld his niece ia 
the hands of those who were making hor« 
rid preparations for her execution, f etce 
to his manes. 

^* The day after Grassingly's death, I 
saw Clara ; she wfiis much recovered. I 
apprized her, in a few words, of \^hat had 
happened. It was not possible that she 
could be much grieved at her uncle's 
death ; but your unfortunube absence 
most sensibly affected her. . .. : 

** She. corroborated all that her uncl^ 

had ' related to me respecting her^If. 

, When Clar^. was. torn from you in tTie 

I. 6 ruins^ 
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r^i.qs, nhe wjba. rt-coQcIucted to her. cell^. 

• 

where the dead body of Quhembo was dis^. 
covered. This event caused her to be 
chained to her wall of the dungeon, and 
determined the miscreants to murder her. 
They never could discover by what means 
you escaped. Her friend that was cap- 
tured' with her, meaning her uncle, Clara 
was now told, should first see her, expire, 
and then be put to death hionself. TJieir 
dcsigu had been unavoidably delayed by 
plundering expeditions, which, for many 
days, kept^hem fully employed. In the 
interim, the female fury Clara described to 
to you, only had access to her. The day , 
|that was to terminate her life, according 
to their calculations, At length arrived ; 
but, happily^ you and I found tlie means 
of evincing to them that they b^ been 
founded in error, and of releasing the 
suifS^ring angel from her demoniac tor^ 
mentors. , 

•* To be brief, Clara revived hourly, 
and was in good spirits when the troops 

xhad 
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had orders to embark for Englaiid ; and 
so should I» bad any intdligence beett . 
gained of you.; but all the means that 
wece adopted to discover you proved in- 
efi^ctual. 

*VA tidy girl, who had attended Clara 
in her illness, was easily induced to ac^ 
company her in the voyage. I had se- 
cured them a cabin to themselves in one 
of the best transports. 

'^The prisoners we had made in the 
ruins, I left in custody of the magistn^tea 
at Monte Video, all of whom, I doiibt 
not, were executed. 

** After narrowly escaping shipwreck, 
we reached England in safety. Some of 
the transports, however, unfortunately 
foundered at sea, and many a brave fellow 
met with a watery grave. 

''Soon< after my landing I obtained 
leave of absence ; and having provided 
suitable lodgings for Clara^ who bore the 
voyage charmingly, I set Off for this 
Lodge, where I introduced myself to yoja 
5 father j' 
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fttber*; but I shall pas^ over, in silence, 
the effect which the communication 1 was 
compelled to make- on your accoi^nt had. 
, on hU spirits^ and others in and connected 
with the family, 

'' My next application was to an at- 
torney in this neighbourhood, Whose in- 
structions- I adopted in my visit to the 
lone house, add there I found what I 
was in quest of, agreeably td wliat I had 
bcM prepared to expect from the dying 
words of Grassingly, 

:•-«< A few days afterthis I brought Glara 
to the Lodge, and introduced her to her 
lovely relation. The fortune, hoii'ever, 
which Alethea had «o suddenly acquired; 
could afford her no pleasure, for all en- 
joyments to her were swallowed up in 
your supposed loss. 

' •* The hourly declining health of Ale- 
thea, at length occasioned her friebds to 
remove with her to Bath. Clara accompa-^: 
nied her; for kindred souls and dispositions, 
soon become "iincerely attached to each 
^ other. 



other. Your faiherand mother^in-daw, whdj 
by-the-byfy is u' most amiable woman, ani^ 
Mj^ and Mrs. Stokes, also set off for Bath affe 
tlv ^me time, where they iwere joined b^ 
Mr. and Mrs; Blyfield and your humble 
senrant. ■ .'■-' ■ '^* '^ 

*' But Bath could be of no service 'to 
Alethea ; and if your return does not 
operate favoitrably, " concluded Dread- 
nought, with a smile, '' her case must 
certainly be considered as hopeless." 

Osrick had now a multiplicity of ques*. 
tions to put to Dreadnonghty but ere he 
could give utterance to one, his father 
entered the room. A tear glistened io 
the old gentleman's eye, which did not 
escape his son's notice. 

'* Js any tiling the matter, Sir?" said 
he, with anxiety and alarm. . . i 

. >*^ Nothing, nothing," said his father; 
V' Alethea is better-now. — We adventured 
to tell her that we bad received certain 
infbi'mation that: you weisejipix^y and; on 
your way hoxne.« At fiist 4^^ not be-* 
. \, lieve' 
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lieve.us.; but when the found that we 
were actually in earnest in what we satd,. 
she swooned — hut she 19 better now, and 
has retired to her chamber. I am cemcg 
therefore, my dear boy, to beg that you 
and the Captain will join your friends in 
the other room.''^ 

now shone in every countenance in the 
Lodge ; the servants partook of the Joy of 
their masters, and though all were cioath-t 
ed in sables, a more cheerful assemblage 
of merry mourners was never behekL 

The singular adventures and misfor* 
tunes of Osrick, Dreadnought, and Claras 
occupied the respective parties to a htte 
hour, and much was there yet to relate^ 
when prudence compelled them to ^ yield 
to the necessity of separating for the 
night «. : 

Early the^jpeatt moming^ Osrick fomn} 
an oppoituiiity of being alone witk his 

father 
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, father, and the letter he had received 
frbm him, when on board the tranriportjf 
was almost the first circMmdtance that h6 
alllKled ta , » 

*; If it be a crime, and certainly it i^''* 
said >bi$ father; ''to. harbour 



« 
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of the conduct of any one, of such z 
crime I have been atrociously guilty ; but 
Heaven,' I trust, has pardoned me, atnl * 
sincerely do I hope that I shall never bo 
so unfortunate as to fall into a similar 
error. Mrs. Somerton's conduct has b«ea 
irreproachable, and I must have been 
more than blind not to have perceived it^ 
Slie is a geneious* just^ and faithful wifo 
to me, andvmy love for her is* united witht 
the most beartfele esteem. • God bless 
her ! ; Believe me, Osrick, she is 'de-^ 
serving of every attention that both you 
4lid I can pay tQ her, to ftupfittt and mike 
lierhappy,"^ ^ v^"^; , ,a 



»■■■>. 
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. Mr, Somerton now related to Osrick 
how his first suspicions of Mrs. Somerton 
had been excited in the ball*rcom, and 
his subsequent uneasiness when he had 
missed the keys of the shrubbery^ and 
when he discovered Mrs. Somerton so 
unexpectedly with Belmont on the 
grounds. The impassioned ^influence of 
the moment, he said^ had 'induced him 
to pen the letter that he (Osrick) had re- 
ceived, and the instant after he harf 
written that, to send a formal challenge 
to Belmont. 

The latter, however, he said, he had 
scarcely dispatched, when he received an 
explanatory epistle from Mrs. Somerton. 
His unbridled rage would not permit her 
to state why Belmont had visited her 
whilfe in the shrubbery ; nor until that 
time could she acrr^unt for the jealous 
fears wh'ch he had betrayed Yespocting 
her conduct on a former occasion. 

Belmont, il appeared, cut to the sout 
by what had Qccurred| when Alethea was 

rescued 
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rescued' from his lawless power, had no 
sooner escaped from. Osrick and Dread- 
nought, tliaa he made* the best of his 
way for Somerton Lodge, and on his ar** 
riying there, finding that Mraw Somertoa 
was in the shrubbery, he repaired thither 
to her, and, with tears in his eyes, ap* 
prized her pf what had happened. He 
begged, he entreated, in the most feeling ^ 
manner, that she would be his advocate 
with Alethea. His passion for her, he^ 
said, he then found was such that he 
could not exist without her; and to make 
her his, by receiving her band at the 
altar, was Ihe only compensation his 
heart prompted him to offer, for the im« 
prudence of #hich he had been guilty*' 
Mrs. Somerton, after expatiating on t lie 
infamy of his conduct, in terms- such as 



the occasion merited, moved by his dis-^ 
tress, promised to comply with his re- 
quest, and tl.iis prdmise it was tlmt had 
induced him to raise her hand to his li^, 
die more forcibly to evince the gratitude 
•V i.uiv he 
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be felt. The letter, Mr. Somerton ob- 
served, was couched in such strong and 
convincing language, that' a tecioibcile- ^ 
Dient with his wife was the immediate re- 

•' - iiJ ' 

suit of his having perused it ; abd tne 
folly of his own conduct, though \i might 
admit of palliation, he felt had been too 
gross to be defended. HoWftvir, his .wife 
had forgiven it, and nothfng ^om ' tteat 
time had been said on tbe^tibject 

Early the next morning be received an 
answer to his challenge from Mn BeU 
mont. It was such a one as his wife^s . 
letter had prepared him to e^cpect. An 
interview with Belmont was the conse- 
quence. Beimorit- was as urgent with Mr* 
Somerton as he previously had been with 
his wife, if possible, to prevail on him to 
induce Alethea to forgive the insuH she 
bad received, and accept the compensa<» 
tiou he offered. To convince Mr* So- 
merton of bis sincerity, and tlat he was 
fully sensible of. his former errors, he 
freely, made knomn what \0& been bis 

viliainoua 



villainous designs towards her, telling 
blip that lie it indeed was in the shrub- 
bery whtn the keys were missing. The^ 
keysj h^.said, he had taken, to obtain an 
im|iressi0n of them on vax^ that others 
might b^ made to open the locks to wliich 
they respectively belonged, as he had 
possessed the desperate resolution of forc^^ 
ing Alethea away from tlie Lodge, and' 
which the frequent walks she indulged in 
alone in the shrubbery, promised to give 
him, an opportunity of doing. That he 
might not be mistaken, in respect to which 
key belonged to the outer lock and which 
to the inner,, be bad taken occasion to 
tiy bothy and from which trial he was 
returning to the house through the 
grounds^ when he was observed by Ale» 
thea ; and the recpll^ctipn that he might be* 
observed by th{ company in the drawing* 
room, had at that tim^ induced him to turn 
back, apd to enter tbe Lodge by tbe* 
other road. The keys he replaced from 
wbf nee be b^d. taWeA t]ieaH':«ot knowing 

at 
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at that time that they had been missed,' 
thoDgh he was soon after apprized of it; 
yety all circumstances considered, ' he had 
escaped, he said, to his satisfaction, as- 
he believed that he had removed all sus- 
picion that at first he imagined wias^ 
entertained of him. The result of this 
interview was^that Mr. Somerton promis- 
ed- to urge his suit, as so6ti a^ Alethea re- 
turned, which he had' done,' but' had 
found her so painfully averse to listen to 
him, that he soon after gave it up,' and 
apprized Belmont of the unsuccess of his 
mission, who was thereby driven to de- 
spair. Belmont subsequently sent several 
penitential letters to Mr. and Mrs. Stokes, 
and Aletheajj^ but the latter had been in- 
variably returned unopened, and those 
to the former produced not the effect he 
desired, for so incensed had they justly' 
been at his conduct, that from that time 
to the present -they had never permitted 
him to enter their house. 

In the disapiKMntmeiit iic'lrad Suffered, 
» • and 
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and the anxiety of mind be endured, 
Belmont lost his healtbi and when Ale- 
thea was removed to Bath, he removed 
thither also, and y^sa^ at the preseqt 
time, 30 ill there, that but^lender hopes 
were entertained for his life. 

.*/ It was not, my .dear bojv*' concluded* 
Mn Somerton, ** until after we thought 
yojur death was confirmed to us, that we 
became acquainted with the attachment 
that existed between you and Alethea ; 
when she regarded you as lost toji^r for 
ever, , in the agonies she then ; sufiered,. 
she revealed to us what had passed be* 
tween you when you had rescued her 
froni Belmont. In her declining bealtbt 
she hails approaching dissolution, with 
rapture — a rapture that is caused by the 
prospect which she says it will open to 
her^f being united to you in '■ another 
and a better world.". 

The reader may guess what effect his 
father's words bad on Osrick. JJie .ftate 
of his affections towards, the loviely giii^ 

he 
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lie unequivocally made known to him ; 
and the old gentleman aoon after left him, 
to prepare Alethea to welcome his joyous 
and unexpected return. 

\n the course of this day Alethea was 
told that her lover was in Englaifti ; and 
ere the evening had far advanced^ she had 
the 

BUSS 

of being informed that Osrick literally 
was in the house^ and who, the instant 
after, presented himself. 

Tliough prepared with so much pru- 
dent caution for the meetings yet the 
joy that thrilled through her heart at be- 
holding him, was too powerful for her to 
bear ; and as she pronounced the name of 
Osrick, and saw him rushing towards her, 
she dropped lifeless into his arms. 

Tl>e distress of Osrick at this juncture 
was terrible ; but the rapturous emotions 
whi^h aucceeded, as she tecovered, may be 

- better 
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better conceived than expressed; we must, 
therefore, draw a veil ovef those feel- 
ings whidi were too exquisite to be do 
scribed. 

THE CONCLUSIOlSt 

» ■ ■ ' . • 

was propitious to the lovers. Alethea re- 
gained her health, with a rapidity that even 
astonished her friends ; and three months 
subsequent to Osrick's return, she gave 
him her b^nd at the altar. 

Dreadnought, who had successftiJly 
struggled with the passion that Alethea 
had so suddenly inspired in him, found 
his attachment daily increase for Cfarai 
and who, in the end, joyfully bestowed 
her hand on the honest and deserving 
soldier. 

Belmont, as* predicted, died at Bath. 
The loss of Alethea was a mortirtcatioa 
that hourly preyed upon his health, uiiti 

it snapped the strings ofUf^. ^ He h^d 

I. 

offended —grossly offended the virtuousr 
VOL. in. M womaa 
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woman he adored ; and his punishment^ 
though severe, could but be regarded as 
jusL 

A few months after his marriagCi Os- 
rick received a letter from his esteemed 
friends at Buenos Ayres. The ^amiable 
Amelia, he was gratified to find, had, in 
some measure, got the better of her at- 
tachment to him, and willingly received 
the addresses of a young man of good 
family, with the consent of her , parents, 
and preparations were actually making 
fof tlclr nuptials. 

Judith, who had lost her place through 

the visit that had formerly been paJd to 

Grassingly, Osrick provided for ; nor did 

he forget old Medgwin and his son. The 

former, as advised, called on him at the 

Lodge, when Osrick put one question to 

him, that he had neglected to do before, 

and which was to know why a skull 

should be kept in the apartment where he 

had discovered one in the cottage of 

Madge ? 

Medgwia 
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Medgwin snyled at the interrogation; 
It was not the first time, he said, that 
Osrick had seen it. In truth, it was the 
^ery head he had procured to ornament 
the figure he had occasionally exhibited. 
HI the neighbourhood of Whitehawk. 

The correctness of every thing that had 
been related by Medgwin and his son,, 
OsrickV inquiries established to his satis- 
faction. The attempt that had^nsbeeii 
mad^ on his life, when returning froni 
Chichester to Portsmouth, was also ul- 
timately explained to him* A miscreant, 
who had formerly been in the pay of 
Grassingly, and who was executed at 
Newgate for a murder and robbery, con^ 
fessed that he had been induced to make 
that effort to destroy him, to have an 
^xtra- claim- on the purse of his old master;; 
and that after he had riiade the ineffec- 
tual attempt, he had concealed himself in 
an excavation, which had partly been 
formed by himself, on one side of the- 

H 2 road*^, 
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road, which was concealed by a . thick 
hedge, and which Osrick in vain had 
searciied for. The hole he had contrived 
wa§ for the purpose of giving him an 
opportunity of surprising and plundering 
the unwary, and in which, in but too 
jiianv instances, he had been successful. 

Annette is still the attendant of Ale- 
thea; and though the recollected misfor* 
tunes of her fafnily will sometimes raise 
the traits of sadness in her features, sjie is 
grateful for the friends with which Pro- 
vidence has blessed her, and is every >fay 
worthy of their esteem. 

The harmony of the circle is, at thi^ 
time, uninterrupted at Somerton Lodge* 
Dreadnought and Osrick both continue 
in the army, the former having purchased 
a majority, and the latter a Captain's 
commission, in the same regiment, and 
both enjoy more real happiness than usu* 
filly falls to the lot of mortals. 
. The singular events of his lifip Osrick 

V often 
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often thought of with astonishment. The 
operations of justice, to expose the guilty 
and uphold the innocent, were strongly 
marked in the fate of Grassingly. He 
had deserted his countrv, to conceal his 
crimes, but the wrath of Heaven had 
pursued him, and, in the agony of his 
latter moments, compelled him to confess 
his iniquitiesi that the injured might ob- 
tain redress. 



'< The wayi of Hcav'n are dark and intricate* 
Fuziled in mazes and perplez'd with error; 



i» 



but which, even in this sublunary proba- 
tion, will seldom pernjit vice, however 
privately commited, to escape the infamy, 
the punishment it deserves. 

Alethea and Clara are almost insepa- 
rable ; and three months of the year, a,t 
least, they pass with Mn and Mrs. So- 
merton, at Somerton Lodge. The at- 
tachments of their husbands increase with 

their 
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their days, and the smiles of mutual cotr- 
fidence, genuine worth, and heavenly 
contentment, irradiate their mansions. 

*■ When wedded lift it founded on eHeefiii 
"Which the fldr meriti of the Brind engigey 
That thewt the chirms which never can dccijr ; 
And time, which gives new whiteness to the swaa» 
Improves their lustre !" 

^ It joQ would hive the nuptial union lasV- 
Let virtue be the bond that ties it ftst." 



FINIS*. 
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THE MYSTERIOUS FREEBOOTER i 

THE DATS OF QU£KM BESS. 

BY FRANCIS LATHOM. 

4 Tols. 30s. sewed* 

« This Tale is a pleafing exception to the general opinion 
of critics that all novels are nonfenfe. If the dev elopement 
of interesting situations, or the inculcation of honest and ho- 
nourable morality b^ nonfenfe; if noni'enfe confift in the dif- 
plajr of a lively conception, and the inveltis^aticn of the hu» 
man mind be nonfenlie j then indeed the Novel before, us is 
entitled to the name of nonfenfe. But if the leflbn of exam* 
pie can inftru^l our underitandings, or the admiuifiration of 
poetical judice correct our hearts, the Myfterious Freebooter 
will be read with fatisfaction by a confiderablc portion of the 
public. It has already been thrown into a pantomime ballet 
by the proprietors of t\\€ Circus $ and we doubt not it will be 
as great a favourite in the clofet, as itjs upon the stage.** 

Monthly Mirror^ for May^ 1806. 

*• The author oF Men and Manfiersis no infierif)r novelift • 
nothing ought more to iurprife than his unrivalled fertility t 
few authors have written fo much who repeat themfelves 16 
little t this is the privilege of thofe who draw lefs fronri prece- 
dent than imagination $ who itudy books little and nature 
much. Of the plan of a romance full of incident, it would be 
laborious to give the (lory in epitome } and wouM increaie the 
Teviewer*s trouble only to decreaie the reader*s gratilicatiun. 
Suffice it to lay, t*^at terrorifm is the predominant imprtflion ; 
that this i^ a produdlion of the Radclitfe school, and perhaps 
the beft domeftic imitation which has yet appeared j and that 
it is full of intereil, of invention, and of eloquence.** 

3 



New fTorfts, Sec. continued. 



FlKES.pE srORlKS, 

3 vols. los. Od. sewed* 

<* Thefe ftories arc ninufing, and have all a moral tmc^ency. 
They are rtlai^, too, rather more in the hinguage of nature 
than uoveis in general.** Lit. Journal^ O^. i8u6» 



TIMES PAST, 

A Romcuttie Melange, 

. 8 vdU, price 13s. sewed* 

** This work isVriiten with a coniuierable portion of hu- 
mour, and contains a great deal of fatire, which is, in general, 
kten, ami julUy levelled. The chara6>frs are, tor the moft 
part, more natural, more flrongly mnrked> and better fup- 
ported, than in the greater part of the compoiitions of the 
ftme nature." Lit. Journal, Jan. 1805. 



ESSAYS ON THE ART OF BEING HAPPY, 

BY EUGENIA DE ACTON, 

2 vols. 8vo. 78. sewed, 
** So crett a variety ot fubjedls is confidered in thefe two 
volun'.es, th.t* it is difficult for us to give any j^enera) account 
ct tlKir cotitems, without entering into a more minute detail 
ilian our limits allow. We^ila nly perceive, in the fertlib'e 
refitftioiis which tlvcfe cflTays convey, th^t the favourable 
opini n, which we have already exprefltd concerning the 
proi'.uclion of this Lady's pen, a'ofe not from any partiality, 
but t.on» the jull and real ('citns at the writer } and weh^ve 
piealuic, on the prefent occafion, in adding another tellimony 
to the merit ot apieuling and iniil!igent tnoralill." 

Monthly Re'vie^iVf March , 1805. 



THE HOMICIDE, 

A KOVIL, 

BY MARY CHARLTON. 

2 vols. 9s. sewed. 

<' The Homicide is an interefting ftorv. The characters 

«re ftrongly drawn, and the incidents follow each othei in a 

natural manner. An exemplary wife is the principal cha- 

rafler of the tale, and the reader follows her with unifcrm 

iijrci eft through the different fcerfts that {he encounters." 

Montl^ B^Uome > *3une <» i ? o g . 



